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oday’s Virginia is doing more 
than just tlaking about change. 
Consider these facts: L. Douglas 
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T
wilder, Ameria’s and Virginia’s fi rst African 
American Governer, is now Mayor of 
Richmond. Th e state’s Supreme Court 
Cheif Justice is African American as a re 
the Secrataries of Education and Public 
Safety. Th e Virginia Tourism Corporation’s 
Board Chair is aslo African American. 
Th ese individuals seve the state with 
dignity and distinction. And they are not 
alone. Th roughout the Commonwealth 
are mayors, congressmen and other leaders 
who off er a striking contrast to Virginia’s 
past. Th e new Virginia is the one that walks 
the walk.

Multicultural tourism growth is much a 
part of the new Virginia. When Richmond, 
the capital city, hosts the Virginia’s 
Governer’s Conference on Tourism April 

24 - 26, 2005 at the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center, visitors will have a 
chance to see what Virginia has to off er 
the billion dollar travel and hospitality 
industry. Conferees will view a showcase of 
signifi cant multicultural and mulit-ethnic 
atractions, from fabulous landscapes to 
heritage treasures unique to the state.

Soul of Virginia is a primary voice that 
attracts people of all cultures to Virginia’s 
off erings. Each editorial links readers 
with the cultural heritage of Virginia and 
America since its beginnings were her. As 
Jamestown 2007 Commemoration - marks 
400 years since the establishment of the 
fi rst permanent English settlement in 
the New World draws near as well as the 
200th anniversary of the ending of Anglo-
American slave trade, Soul of Virginia will 
present even greater insight through stories, 
special features, and events.

Virginia is at the threshold of a new beginning, 
and Soul of Virginia is also. Results from 
market research conducted last year how 
a genuine interest in our publication. In 
consideration of feedback, we have begun 
to undertake several measures including 
forging strateic partnerships of bottom line 
value to our readers and advertisers. You 
will also notice some modifi catins in this 
issue, making for broadend scope and more 
compelling design. We are  re-launching 
our website, www.soulofvirginia.com, with 
added features.

As always, we value your opinion, so let us 
know what you think. We are her to be of 
service. After all, actions speak louder than 
words.



hardly new to the ever-
changing ranks of poetry 
showcases and open mics 
that fi ckle audiences 
often make and break, 

WordStage Poetry Lounge has banked 
on giving the average person’s words 
a stage upon which to be shared and 
is growing off  of the investment. 

WordStage was originally the brain-
child of 2001 Def Poetry Jam winner 
Éric L. Farrell.  Th e author of Seeking 
Solace: Finding Peace and Comfort 
in Times of Distress and Verbalizions 
of Enlightenment brings forth the 
peppered voice of a man who grew 
up on an ethnically diverse Marine 
base, graduated from a private 
historically Black institution, and has 
traveled as far as Naples, Italy and 
Nairobi, Kenya sharing his poetry. 

Co-host Doug “Doug P.” Powell 
“has made changes” beginning with 
becoming WordStage’s fi rst co-host—
even Farrell’s co-author Will Holmes 
has never had the privilege.  Admittedly 
highly infl uenced by music, Powell is 
the boom bap to Farrell’s melodic fl ow.  
Onstage, the two are like yin and yang—
perfectly balanced, intrinsically aligned. 

While it’s Doug P.’s slogan, it’s both 
men’s goal to “make changes” not just 
in the literary world but in the world 
in general. Powell plans to follow in the 
footsteps of mentor, Farrell, with a book. 
Having been raised by women with a 
minor—and not wholly positive—male 
infl uence in his older brother, Powell’s 
writing already refl ects the roles of men 
and where they are lacking in such roles.  
Ultimately the goal of his book is to 
“change the minds of men who haven’t 
been living up to the roles they’ve 
put themselves in,”including father, 
husband, and boyfriend. If Farrell has 
his way, that change will not—well, the 
opportunity  to incite such  change will 
not—be far off .  

Surrounded by the thriving 

Maryland and D.C. literary 

scene, Virginia’s poetry scene is 

one of the metropolitan area’s 

best kept secrets.  But not for 

long if the hosts of WordStage 

Poetry Lounge have anything 

to do with it. 

Upstage:  
Spotlight      
on WordStage 
Poetry       
   Lounge
By Darlene Anita Scott

hardly new to the ever-
changing ranks of poetry 
showcases and open mics 
that fi ckle audiences 
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on giving the average person’s words 
a stage upon which to be shared and 
is growing off  of the investment. 

WordStage was originally the brain-
child of 2001 Def Poetry Jam winner 
Éric L. Farrell.  Th e author of Seeking 
Solace: Finding Peace and Comfort 
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  Honoring     
theIndian             
Community
By Melissa Deane, Chickahominy Tribe

Our human need 
for connection is 
universal, yet the 
p re -dominan t 

culture’s lack of connection 
today is greater than at any 
time in the past. Young people 
do not think twice about 
leaving their families, homes, 
communities, or land, often 
because of educational or 
employment opportunities, 
but most often for no other 
reason than to demonstrate 
their independence. Today’s 
communities are more likely 
to be virtual than actual. But 
instant access is no substitute 
for meaningful communic-
ation.  A hand cannot reach 
out across a computer screen 
to off er comfort. 

Psychologists recognize the 
dangers of codependence and 
dependent personality disord-
ers, but do not see how the 
insistence on individualism 
and self-suffi  ciency has cost 
the pre-dominant culture its 
wholeness. Independence is an 
illusion; we need one another 
and nature to survive. 

Th e white Anglo-Saxon sec-ular-
Protestant ethos holds that iso-
late, self-reliant, and self-motivated 
individuals formulate and render 
their experiences in a personal 
manner, profi ting thereby. 

Th e ideal hero, a single 
individual, wreaks his will 
upon one or more hapless 
groups that in one way 
or another are generally 
perceived as in opposition to 
individualistic goals. He does 
so by means of engaging in 
confl ict, bringing it to crisis, 
and resolving that crisis in 
such a way that individualistic 
values are affi  rmed. 

But, the Indian ethos is 
neither individualistic nor 
confl ict-centered; rather, it 
is the coherence of common 
understanding derived from 
the traditions that members 
of a tribal unit share. Our 
oral traditions, our art, our 
religion, our culture, all depict 
separation as loss rather than 
as maturation or liberation. 
Right relationship, or right 
kinship, is fundamental to 
the Native ethos. Right relat-
ionship is characterized by 
considerations of proportion, 
harmony, balance and comm-
unality. Human beings exist 
in community with all living 
things, and honoring propriety 
in those relationships forms 
one of our basic aesthetic 
positions. Quite simply, one 
must be a good relative. In 
the last analysis every other 
consideration is secondary– 
personal ambition, glory, 
personal comfort.

For Indians, relationships 
are based on commonalities 
of consciousness, refl ected 
in thought and behavior.  In 
such a system, individualism 
(as distinct from autonomy 
or self-responsibility) becomes 
a negatively valued trait.  Th e 
tribal community of relative 
also does not end with human 
kin: all living creatures, the 
environment and the spirit 
realm are perceived to be 
members of one’s community. 
Ultimately, Indian aesthetics 
are spiritual at base; meaning 
harmony, relationship, balance 
and dignity are its informing 
principles because they are 
principles that inform our 
spiritual lives.

Th erefore, the survival of our 
culture lies within our comm-
unity. We are contemporary 
and we are ancient. We are 
contemporary because we 
survive in the face of a brutal 
holocaust that  seeks to wipe 
us out, and our context is as 
much historical as it is tribal. 
Our community is a testament 
to cultural persistence, to a 
vision and a spiritual reality 
that will not die. Th e life of our 
community includes sharing 

the care-giving responsibilities 
for our elders, sharing in the 
culture, sharing our daily 
tasks, sharing our life’s cycles. 
If a tribal member has a need,    
the whole tribe sees to that  
need. All tribal members are 
caregivers to all other tribal 
members. Births, weddings, 
retirements,birthdays, annver-
saries, deaths are com-munity 
shared events.  Our precious 
mainstay is the community of 
being with all our relatives.  

Against today’s media and 
teachings,  we retain our cult-
ural identity. We, as a com-
munity, support our identity, 
education and sense of self. 
When a people has no control 
over public perception of it, 
when its sense of self is denied 
at every turn in the books, 
fi lms, and television and radio 
shows it is forced to imbibe, 
it cannot help but falter. But 
when a community’s own 
people shape its image, the 
hope of survival can be turned 
into a much greater hope; it 
can become a hope for life, 
for vitality, for affi  rmation.  
Th ough we have disappeared 
from American consciousness, 
we will never go away.

Melissa Deane is a freelance writer 
based in New Kent County,Virginia.
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WordStage Poetry Lounge has already 
grown to a second venue in Washington, 
D.C.  Th e Lounge plans to add a roster 
of feature poets to its D.C. location and 
visual artists to its Richmond location 
to complement the current open mic 
format.  Th eir fi rst foray in the latter 
was so successful that artist Sukenya 
Best’s work was invited to a month long 
exhibition at the Richmond venue. 

In addition, there is the WordStage Po-
etry TOUR which will be returning to an 
eager audience at the Virginia Festival of 
the Book in Charlottesville this spring. 

WordStage Poetry KIDS premiered at 
the 2 year anniversary of WordStage 
Poetry Lounge in September and 
encourages young people to overcome 
their fear of public speaking. Word-
Stage Poetry Workshop also expects 
to off er an ongoing program that 
will entertain and inform writers 
intent on developing their craft. 
Farrell teases, there are still some sur-
prises. But will not be a surprise is the 
explosive success of WordStage, though 
this  is rightfully so for a man whose 
self-proclaimed ambition is to “make 
an undeniable diff erence in the world.” 

To “make a thug want to apologize to 
the man he robbed/I want to make 
the Devil feel guilty and admit that he 
lied/I want to make a rich man want to 
give a homeless man his money/ I want 
to make a comedian wanna reconsider 
what he thinks is funny/ I wanna make 
a deadbeat dad wanna take care of 
his baby girl I wanna make you listen 
forever, but we ain’t  got that much time 
in the world” may seem a lofty goal.  But 
our ears are open.

WordStage Poetry Lounge takes place in 
D.C. every second Friday of the month 
in DuPont Circle at Books-A-Million 
and every second Saturday in Richmond 
at Barnes and Noble on Brook Road 
across from Virginia Center Commons  

Mall.  For more information about 
WordStage, visit www.wordstage.net or 
send an email to wordstage@yahoo.com. 

 OTHER VIRGINIA 
VENUES INCLUDE:

Fuzzy Wednesdays (Wednesdays)
Relative Th eory Records
271 Granby Street Norfolk, VA
8p-12a
757.962.8052

A modern day speakeasy that features 
Th e Fuzz Band, poets, singers, lyricists, 
and you!

Good Fridays Live! (every 4th Friday)
Th e Richmond Outreach Center
6255 Warwick Rd. Richmond, VA
8p-10p  Free
804.675.4101
www.richmondoutreachcenter.com

Gospel groove with poetry, hip-hop, 
dance, bands, open mic, live DJ, and 
free food.

Saturday Poetry Series (fi rst Saturdays)
James City County Library
7770 Croaker Road (I-64 exit 231-a)
Williamsburg, VA
11a-12p Free
http://www.wrl.org/programs/
mindfood.html

Readings by accomplished poets from 
Williamsburg and eastern Virginia region.

Tuesday Verses (Tuesdays)
Tropical Soul Restaurant
314 N. Second St. Richmond, VA
7p-until $5
804.771.1605

Featuring open mic poetry, music, and 
live band, Chicken Grease.

Lyric Ave. (every other Sunday)
Mr. Bojangles
550 E. Marshall St. Richmond, VA
8p-12a $10

www.lyricave.com

Showcase featuring poets, comedians, 
open mic, and Lyric Ave. ensemble 
skits.

James River Writers Festival
Just Poetry Slam (the last Monday of 
every month)
Firehouse Th eater
1609 Broad St. Richmond, VA
8p-10p $3.00
www.justpoetry.jrwf.org
justpoetry@gmail.com

Richmond’s only slam venue!

Shockoe Poets (2nd and 4th Sunday 
of every month)
Shockoe Espresso
104 Shockoe Slip Richmond, VA
804.649.3245
2p-5p Free

Longest running open mic reading in 
Richmond!

Th e Underground (Fridays)
All Shackles Off  Book Store 
and Herbal Center
1519 Azalea Garden Road Norfolk, 
VA
8p-12a $5.00
www.oyaxclusive.com

Featured poet and open mic hosted by 
Queen Sheba and godchild the omen.

Darlene Anita Scott is a freelance writer 
based in Portsmouth, Virginia.

The City of Lynchburg and the surrounding counties of 
Central Virginia have a rich African American legacy.  
It can be found by taking a walking tour of an old historic 
cemetery, visiting the home of a famous Black poet and 

civil rights activist or just by walking through the doors of Th e Legacy 
Museum - Lynchburg’s African American history repository.  

Th e Legacy Museum of African American History opened its doors 
only four years ago, in 2000, in a newly renovated Victorian house 
in a historically black neighborhood of Lynchburg.

An extension of Th e Legacy Project, a nonprofi t sponsored by the 
Lynchburg NAACP in 1995, Th e Legacy Museum off ers rotating 
exhibitions and programs on all aspects of local African American 
history and culture, from the fi rst arrival of Africans in Central 
Virginia until the present day.

“Th e Legacy Museum has exposed 
residents of the local community and 
surrounding areas to an abundance of 
cultural and educational information 
in the form of exhibits and various 
programs.” 
— Cheryl Stallings, Museum Director

Th e mission of the Legacy Museum of African American History 
is to collect, preserve and store historical artifacts, documents and 
memorabilia relating to signifi cant contributions of the African 
American Community in Lynchburg and Central Virginia.

Currently on showcase is “Mindin’ Our Own Business,” their fi fth 
exhibit in four years.  It is a showcase of African American business 
enterprise in Central Virginia from 1820 to 1970.  

Lynchburg 
Legacy

Th is is an educational and enlightening exhibit that traces African 
American entrepreneurs and businesses in Lynchburg and Central 
Virginia from pre-Civil War to post-Civil Rights movement. 

From the Silver Slipper Restaurant in 1925 to the Harrison Th eatre 
in the 1930’s and Brown’s Star Café in 1943, African American 
businesses have been an integral part of Central Virginia for more 
than two hundred years.  

In the 1940’s alone,Th e museum exhibit boasts of more than 80 
African American businesses in Lynchburg from the 1940s from 
the 1940s alone including slaves including beauty and barber shops, 
billiard parlors, blacksmiths, social clubs, cleaners, funeral homes, 
grocery stores, tailors, restaurants, wood dealers, a drug store and 
more. Th e exhibit runs until June 3, 2005. 

According to Stallings, their next exhibit opens on June 26, 2005 and 
will be called “Deep in My Heart:  Th e Story of the Rise and Fall of 
Jim Crow in Central Virginia, 1865-1975.”  Th e guest curator for 
this exhibit will be Dianne Swann-Wright along with Laurenett Lee.  
Th e fi rst year of this exhibit will focus on the time frame of 1865 to 
1954 and the second year will focus on 1955 to 1975.  

“For this exhibit, our collection committee is researching hard 
and taking a look at various areas impacted by racism in the 
community, such as social clubs, employment, businesses, 

LOC A L

BREAKING GROUND
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By Stacy Brooks
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               Th e sankofa, Legacy’s logo
  is a West African symbol that 

means “return and take from 
the past that which may have 

been forgotten but which will be of use 
today and in the future.” In Ghana it is 

used to symbolize the value of the past as 
a source of pride and as a way to cope 

with present and future challenges.



Preservation 
for the People

COU N T Y

In an eff ort to conserve African American history, 
beautiful rustic farmlands and the wildlife habitat in 
the western hemisphere of Loudoun County, Virginia, 
the Lincoln Preservation Foundation (LPF)—a non-

profi t organization founded in 1999 by Carol Morris 
Dukes—is working along with concerned residents of the 
region to make sure that the antiquated remains do not 
decompose further, the lands do not fall into more disrepair, 
and the historical fi gures that lived on them and helped 
maintain them are not forgotten.   

As a part of their crusade to rescue these pieces of history, the 
LPF seeks to build a stronger community through producing 
instrumental media, as well as hosting play performances 
and other fun and educational events, such as the annual 
Halloween hayride road tours and living history events, events 
that inspire people to realize and understand the notability 
and magnitude of this regional history, to aspire to preserve 
it.  Th e group was also imperative in saving a signifi cant part 
of the Civil War-era Manassas Gap Railroad bed, and they are 
currently engaged in restoring the Grace Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the town of Lincoln.

Th us far, the organization has relied heavily upon private 
contributions, proceeds from fundraising events and general 
donations to pay for this renovation. Duke, Lincoln Pres-
ervation Foundation founder and president once declared, 
“Grace Methodist Episcopal Church demanded my 
attention,” and according to the LPF’s diligent investigation, 
the church “was once a pillar of strength to the Black 
community living in Lincoln, Purcellville and surrounding 
areas.” Founded in 1872, Grace Church was built by 
former slaves and Quakers, and before the LPF began their 
refurbishment, this lone stone building, which housed one 
of Loudon County’s fi rst legal Black congregations and is 
full of undeniably invaluable history, had been vacant for 
over fi ve decades and has since fallen into decay. 

Moreover, there is the memory of a special people that the 
LPF is looking to safeguard as well—that of former slaves, 
descendants of African slaves, and other Black people that once 
called this province home.  To help do this, they enlisted the 
Gullah Kinfolk to perform at one of their fundraising events.  
Storyteller, singer, actress, and historian, Anita Singleton 
Prather, a native of the Sea Islands in Beaufort County, South 
Carolina, founded the musical performance group Th e Gullah 
Kinfolk in an eff ort to preserve the past and parlance of the 
Gullah.  Referred to as Gullah (South Carolina) or Geechee 
(Georgia) people, these individuals are purportedly linked to 
West Africa.  Th eir dialect originates from Creole, a language 
that coalesces elements of both West African and English.  
Gullah, the sole surviving English-based Creole language in 
the United States, developed out of the necessity for Africans 
of several diff erent tribes to be able to speak to one another in 
a manner that slave masters would not understand.  To this 
day, tens of thousands of people still utilize it.  

For Dukes, “Th e Gullah Kinfolk exemplify the importance of 
cultural preservation.  Loudoun’s African American history is 
disappearing faster than we can learn about it, and the Gullah 
Kinfolk remind us of what we are losing.”

To make a donation to help the Lincoln Preservation Foundation 
preserve a part of American history, please visit http://www.
lincolnpreservation.org.

Information for this story was obtained from Eileen M. 
Carlton’s article, Stokin’ the Fire, and from the following 
websites:  

http://www.lincolnpreservation.org  

http://www.indianaarts.org.

Lelita L. Cannon is a freelance writer based in Centerville, Virginia
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INFORMATION
Legacy Museum of African American History 403 Monroe 
Street, Lynchburg, VA 24505
Cheryl Stallings, Executive Director
Phone: (434) 845-3455 Fax: (434) 845-9809
www.legacymuseum.org
legacy@legacymuseum.org
 

MUSEUM HOURS
Th ursday – Saturday  Noon – 4pm  /  Sunday 2-4pm
Admission: 
$2/adults; $1/senors and youth
Children under 6 free

Other Virginia Museums to Visit this Year

Afro-American Historical Association 
of Fauquier County Museum

Fauquier County, Th e Plains and other western portions of 
the state are known today for their wine, horses and beautiful 
mountains.  But, it’s also a region of Virginia rich in African 
American roots that can be researched and traced with help 
from Th e Afro-American Historical Association of Fauquier 
County (AAHA).

AAHA is dedicated to research, restoration, and preservation 
of history and genealogical records.  Th rough the museum, 
library and gallery, they are creating a network for people 
with similar interests by making records available to those 
interested in local history and tracing their family roots.

HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday - Friday 10 am - 3pm     Saturday 1 pm - 5 pm
Sunday Closed 

Contact:

4243 Loudoun Avenue 
P.O. Box 340 
Th e Plains, VA 20198-0340 
(540) 253-7488 Offi  ce 
(540) 253-5126 Fax 

www.theAfrican Americanofva.org

Karen White   
Executive Director

Stacy Brooks is a freelance writer based in Alexandria, Virginia

labor contracts, and legal issues, Stallings said. “Th e committee 
is also looking for old newspapers, signs, and birth certifi cates 
too,” she added.  African American natives of Virginia are always 
encouraged to provide any documents and information that 
could contribute to the museums artifacts.

Other ongoing topics of special interest to the museum are the 
black church, civil rights, sports, family, arts, and politics.  Often 
times they collaborate on programs with other local educational 
and historical institutions, such as Lynchburg College, Randolph-
Macon College, and Th omas Jeff erson’s Poplar Forest.

“Having grown up in Lynchburg, with a large African American 
family currently living there, I know the importance of preserving 
the precious history that my hometown holds,” Jennell Lynch, 
Lynchburg native said.  

“Th e Legacy Museum is a great resource to the surrounding 
colleges and universities, but even more so to the African American 
families currently living there.  Th ey should be aware of the great 
contributions of their ancestors to that region,” Lynch added. 

It exists through funding from local corporations, grants, and 
individuals.  According to Stallings, the museum receives a lot 
of its support from individuals. And, in addition to grants from 
the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, they receive a small 
grant from the City of Lynchburg each year. 

Stallings — “Th ose that visit us 
can leave knowing that they have 
a better understanding of where 
they are going because they have 
had a visit with their past.”

V IRGIN I A N E WS
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La 
    Amistad By Laneisha Miller 
STAT E

V IRGIN I A N E WS

purpose of La Amistad was to be a captive schooner to 
smuggle slaves from one ship to the next, now the Freedom 
Schooner promotes relationships to improve among races 
and cultures by acknowledging common experiences and 
encouraging dialogue that is based on respect, according to 
Team Amistad.

“Hampton Universitys’ Sailing team invited us to visit for 
Homecoming weekend,” Donald said.  Before this opportunity, 
Donald had never sailed nor had an opportunity to enlighten 
people about his ancestors and La Amistad.  Now, he can 
serve two desires of his heart.  

Orginally, La Amistad was a slave carrier. It was remodeled to 
educate and share the Incident of 1839.  

Donald’s ancestors were aboard La Amistad and sailed from 
West Africa to New Haven, Connecticut. Th e ship started off  
with 53 captives. Once the West Africans were transferred to 
the Tecora, a Portuguese slave ship, there were only 44 illegal 
captives left. Spaniards Jose Ruiz and Pedro Montez illegally 
brought 35 Africans to Havana, Cuba where they were 
misrepresented as Cubans. Th ree days into the sail, a 25-yr old 
Sengbe Pieh also known as “Cinque”, a Mendes rice farmer, 
led a revolt.  Sixty-three days later, La Amistad and the African 
cargo were seized by the United States Naval Revenue Cutter 
USS Washington near Montauk Point, New York, and towed to 
Connecticut’s New London Harbor, according to history. Th e 
Africans were jailed on charges of murder and mutiny. Th e case 
was then and it is now a very essential event. Former President 
John Quincy Adams argued this case successfully on behalf of 
the captives before the United States Supreme Court. Two years 
later, the 35 surviving Africans were returned to Africa.

Unfortunatley, the   West Africans were displaced from their 
family members. Th e American Missionary Association 
became their new family. “Th is is very interesting because 
Margru, one of the 35 returning home, ironically she ended 

La Amistad sailed to Hampton, Virginia,
to expose the tears and triumph of slavery. Crew member 
George Donald sits readily available to answer any questions 
as you board the La Amistad.

Today, the La Amistad is also known as the Freedom Schooner 
because it sails to represent freedom. Although the original 
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La Amistad. “Sailing is very special to me because I never 
did it before. [I] also want to tell the story... [it] is a nice 
combination... sailing and teaching diversity.”

Hampton roads areas is loaded with history. Every piece of 
Virginia has a secret and every soul has a story. La Amistad is 
just one soul with a  story to remember.  

For dockside tours, public or private sails, or charters for any 
receptions or other events, call 1-866-AMISTAD. 

Laneisha Miller is a freelance writer based in Hampton, Virginia.

BREAKING GROUND
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up coming back to the U.S. to be educated in 1846 and 
studied [at] Oberlin College in Ohio, but could not graduate 
because [she was] feeling home sick, like I am now.”

George comes from a “double mix” because his parents were 
from diff erent tribes. “My father’s generation is from the freed 
Nova Scotian slaves, which we call back home the early settlers 
who actually returned home once they were freed. My mum 
comes from the Mendes [the same tribe captured in 1839]. 
Th ey call that tribe Loko.”  

 In recognition of his family, their journey, and their  sacrifi ce, he 
sails to acknowledge their struggle and strength.  He sails all over 
U.S. for his family, for their freedom, and his freedom today.

George chose to be a part of the Freedom Schooner because 
he wanted to tell the story like no other person could. “I have 
been on board for 9 months; I got involved in the Amistad 
through a volunteer program with (the) United Church of 
Christ.” George is sailing as Sierra Leone’s ambassador on the  



BY ARLENE WILLIAMS
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ARTS

Historically, it’s going to go down as something that 
spurred a renaissance in this area.” Th e speaker? Dr. 

Dianne Swann-Wright, Director of African American and 
Special Programs at Monticello. Th e event? Furious Flower, 
the conference devoted totally to African American poetry. It 
began in 1994 as a simple campus visit for preeminent poet 
Gwendolyn Brooks. But when Dr. Joanne Gabbin invited 
other poets to attend the reading, she realized that she had an 
opportunity for a full-scale conference on her hands. Named 
after a Brooks poem, “Th e Second Sermon on the Warpland” 
(Th e time cracks into furious fl ower/Lifts its face unashamed/
And sways in wicked grace), the conference featured the best 
of the African American poetry community. It spawned a 
video anthology, a collection of poetry and a book of essays 

“ about said poetry. Most notably, the conference resulted in the 
founding of the Furious Flower Poetry Center at James Madison 
University (JMU), where Gabbin directs the honors program.

Ten years later, and four years after Brooks’ death, the 
conference returned at the insistence of many young poets. 
Held September 22 - 25, the list of featured poets reads like 
a Who’s Who of the black poetry world: Amiri Baraka, Sonia 
Sanchez, Rita Dove, Nikki Giovanni, Nikky Finney and E. 
Ethelbert Miller all attended. Th ere were also many up and 
coming poets, including Queen Sheba, Opal Moore, Sharan 
Strange, and Kevin Young.

Why repeat the conference now, after ten years? “We want 
to gauge the health of African American poetry and show its  

JANUARY               FEBRUARY                MARCH                    APRIL                    MAY                       JUNE          

Another year has come and gone. Now, as we put away 
our noisemakers and party hats, we take a look at the 
people, organizations and events that made 2004 a 
magnifi cent year for African Americans in Virginia.

REDUX2004:
          REDUX        
                 By Kenrya M. Rankin          
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Records of Gabriel’s life were passed down orally throughout 
his descendants. Gabriel’s great great grandson Dr. Haskill 
S Bingham, who is the family’s historian, is a wealth of 
information on this legendary hero.

“He ventured his life in endeavoring to obtain the liberty 
of his African countrymen,” said Bingham “keeping with 
their motto for their cause “Death or Liberty”, Gabriel 
gave his life.”

Th e forces of nature, however, thwarted the revolutionaries’ 
plans. A heavy thunderstorm hit Richmond at the time of 
the revolt, causing severe fl oods, making bridges and roads 
impassable.

Th e following night, the determined conspirators converged 
again but once more their attempts were stopped. Th is time it 
was halted by the State Militia, who were alerted, and by two 
slaves who betrayed the plot.

Gabriel was eventually captured in Norfolk, was convicted 
and sentenced to hang on October 10th, 1800. Th e state 
of Virginia placed a historical marker at the site of Gabriel’s 
execution on the 204th anniversary of his death in 2004.

However. the struggle to preserve the historical signifi cance 
of the nearby slave burial ground is not over. Th e Defenders 
for Freedom, Justice and Equality have organized the Sacred 
Ground Historical  Reclamation Project to preserve Shockoe 
Bottom’s historic district.

“We are ensuring the preservation, and reclamation of the 
burial ground,” said Ana Edwards, founding member and 
chairperson of the project. “We are also preventing the 
stadium from being built in Shockoe Bottom.”

In the meantime, visitors to the area can still enjoy a historic 
slave trail walk from the Manchester Docks to Shockoe Bottom 
or the state capitol. Scheduling for these walks down memory 
lane are available through the Elegba Folklore Society.

All in all, Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom has the right mix of 
entertainment, commerce and history that all ages can appreciate.   

Arlene Williams is a freelance writer and 2005 graduating senior from 
Virginia Union University

Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom 
is today the location of several nightclubs, restaurants and 
other businesses. Nestled between the Church Hill district and 
downtown Richmond, it serves very much the same purpose 
that it did centuries ago; a center for trade. Located on the 
banks of the James River, it is no surprise that history books 
tell us this area was once a slave trading post. Furthermore, a 
site located at Fifteenth and Broad Street, which today is an 
ordinary looking parking lot, was the site of a negro burial 
ground and hangings in the 1800s.

From the depths of this historic African American shrine 
there is an even greater story to be told. Research into 

persons executed at these grounds reveals that one of America’s 
most profound slave revolt leaders faced the gallows here. Th is 
revolutionary Virginian was known as Gabriel.

Born in the same year as the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, Gabriel dreamed of being free. He and his 
family were slaves on the Prosser plantation just north of 
Richmond, which is today known as Chamberlayne Farms.

Inspired by the success of the Haitian slave uprising, which he 
had read about, Gabriel rallied support from approximately 
1,000 blacks in Richmond. Historian Elizabeth Cann 
Kambourian sheds light on how Gabriel recruited his 
followers.

“Th ere were probably fi ve or six conspirators who probably 
grew up together and brought the thing together,” said 
Kambourian “Th ese slaves had alot of mobility and were close 
to the city. Th ey were allowed to do Saturday and Sunday 
shopping.”

Th e rebels planned to meet at Young’s SPRING, today located 
in Henrico County, at midnight on August 30th, 1800. Th ere 
armed with weapons made from farm tools, the eager group 
of freedom fi ghters planned to overthrow the city. Under the 
clever guidance of Gabriel, who knew the city inside out since 
he worked there as a blacksmith, the men executed a three-
fold attack. Dividing themselves into groups of three, one 
group of men gained control of the prison and the Capitol 
Square, hoping to hold President Madison hostage. Another 
crew would seize the armory and yet another batch of men 
were assigned to set fi res, as a form of diversion while the 
other groups infi ltrated their locations.
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infl uence on America and the world,” Gabbin explains. 
“It was amazing. About 45 poets and critics were invited, but about 
350 people participated, and there were about 1,000 people in 
each audience.” Gabbin says that if there is another conference, 
it won’t be until 2014, but “the spirit will continue.” She and 
her staff  at the center will work on a second video anthology and 
a journal of criticism. Th ey will also begin a summer institute 
for high school and college teachers, and sponsor poetry prizes 
for emerging poets. Gabbin looks forward to mentoring a 
group of poets and scholars who can continue the legacy. She 
will also concentrate on attracting diverse students to JMU.

Also making moves last year, quite literally, was the Elegba 
Folklore Society in Richmond. Named for a Yoruba spirit 
who, according to tour manager Janine Bell, “opens the roads, 
bringing clarity out of confusion,” the group is devoted to 
educating the community about African and African American 
culture. Focusing primarily on West Africa, the company 
of dancers, musicians, storytellers and masquerade artists 
performs shows designed to inspire an understanding of the 
cultural underpinnings of African dance and its relationship to 
Americans.

“She and her group preserve African heritage,” says Amy 
Tillerson, history professor and director of the Institute for 
Decisive Events in American History at Mary Baldwin College. 
“She makes it real to audiences who may not know much about 
these traditions.”

Gabbin agrees. “She’s consistently positive. She contributes 
her talent to the spread of African American culture through-
out Virginia.”

PHILANTHROPY

The United States National Slavery Museum, founded 
by former Virginia governor and Richmond Mayor 

Douglas L. Wilder, is set to open in Fredricksburg in 2007, 
under the direction of Dr. Vonita White Foster. While Bill 
Cosby’s announcement on September 24 that he’d perform 
10 dates to raise as much as $20 million for the museum has 
generated much press, a recent contribution by private citizens 
represents perhaps the largest gift in terms of number of 
items donated.

Th erbia, a 55-year-old contractor from Suff olk, and his wife Marva, 
donated their personal collection of more than 3,000 items. Th e 
collection’s worth is estimated at upwards of $250,000.

“I think oftentimes when we think of philanthropy, we think 
of people who have lots of money,” Swann-Wright says. “Th ese 
people just collected over time. Th e fact that they were generous 
enough to share their collection is wonderful. Th ey just gave 
what they had.” Swann-Wright hopes that their contribution will 
inspire others to give.

More unusual than the fact that a middle-class family donated 
this collection is the fact that they are black. So far, most of the 
museum’s donors have been white. Curator’s attribute this to 
African American’s unwillingness to want to own items about 
slavery and racism. Only in the past 10 to 20 years have a 
signifi cant number of blacks been able to aff ord artifacts that 
have become very expensive. 

Parker told the Washington Post that while he understands African 
American’s reticence to own these items, he feels they help people 
“come to grips” with their history. “Th is is part of what our 
ancestors had to go through,” he explained.

Another part of our storied relationship with the U.S. came to the 
fore last year. Th e landmark1954 Brown v. Board of Education 
decision enjoyed its 50th anniversary. In commemoration, the 
$2 million Brown v. Board of Education Scholarship Program 
and Fund was started to assist students who were enrolled in the 
Virginia public schools that were closed to avoid desegregation 
between 1954 and 1964. Th e government’s initial $1 million 
budget was matched by billionaire philanthropist John Kluge.

Governor Mark R. Warner’s offi  ce estimates that 250 to 350 
people are eligible to receive thousands of dollars under the 
statewide scholarship program to be used toward a high school 
diploma, a GED certifi cate, career or technical training or an 
undergraduate degree from a Virginia college. It’s estimated 
that in Prince Edward County alone, more than 1,700 black 
and white students went without public education during the 
Massive Resistance shutdown of schools. Many hope that this is 
just the fi rst of many measures to right past wrongs.  
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HEROES

Last year, we lost a true daughter of Virginia. Dr. Greer 
Dawson Wilson was born and raised in Richmond.  She 

passed away on November 13. “She was just a wonderful 
woman. She was a scientist, musician, mentor, a wonderful 
mother, daughter and sister. She never asked to be recognized—
she did most of this in private, but it was clear that she just 
wanted to do good. Her generosity and clear vision make her 
a hero,” shares Swann-Wright, who met Wilson at a black 
student leadership conference some 20 years ago. 

After earning her Bachelors degree in music education in piano 
from Indiana University, her Master of Arts in counseling 
from Hampton University and her Doctorate of Education 
in counseling from the College of William and Mary, Wilson 
dedicated more than 20 years of her life to Hampton University. 
Th ere, she founded the Student Leadership Program. With 
more than 1,500 graduates, it has served as a model for 
similar programs at universities nationwide. She went on to 
serve as the Director of Newcomb Hall at the University of 
Virginia, where she designed a diversity education programs 
for students, faculty and staff .

Recognized nationally as an expert on racism, leadership, 
diversity and multicultural training, Greer followed her passion 
in 1995 and founded Greer and Company, a consulting fi rm 
that works to help universities, corporations and government 
agencies grow in those areas.

More than an academian, she was an accomplished concert 
pianist, who performed with Maya Angelou, and for Oprah 
Winfrey. She was also an integral part of the social dialogue, 
facilitating a frank discussion between black and white women 
that was published simultaneously in Essence and Ladies Home 
Journal in 1998. As part of her commitment to her community, 
she served on many boards, including the Virginia State 
Board of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance 
Abuse Services (of which she was the fi rst African American 
president), the Women’s Center Development Board 
Alternatives, the Peninsula Family Services and Traveler’s Aid, 
the Virginia Youth Alcohol Abuse Prevention Project, the 
Board of Directors of the Charlottesville Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Board of Directors for the AIDS Support 
Group. In recognition of her outstanding contributions, Th e 
Association of College Unions-International, of which she 
was the fi rst black female president, awarded her the Butts-
Whiting Award in 1991. 

In a year when African Americans nationwide refl ected on the 
civil rights struggle that did so much to move us forward, 

much focus has been on the people who put us here. People 
like Barbara Johns, who led the student strike at the R.R. 
Moton High School in Prince Edward County in 1951; John 
A. Stokes, another leader of the strike who went on to become 
a principal in the Baltimore City Public Schools; his sister 
Carrie Stokes, who also organized; Rev. Leslie Francis Griffi  n, 
the local minister who put them in contact with the Richmond 
offi  ce of the NAACP; Betty Kilby Fisher, the infant plaintiff  
in the desegregation of the schools in Warren County; and 
Andrew Heidelberg of the Norfolk 17.

Th e ordeals that these young people faced in the eff ort for 
desegregation are still unreal to the participants. “I wonder how 
our world could be so cruel to kids. All I wanted to do was go 
to school,” Heidelberg told Th e Virginia Pilot in an interview 
on May 17, the 50-year anniversary of the Brown v. Board of 
Education decision. He went to school everyday, even though 
he worried that he’d become “another Emmett Till.”

“Many of the grassroots activists
— the people who paved the way for 
the dismantling of Plessy and those 
who endured—are heroes. Both those 
whose names will go down in history 
and those whose names won’t,”  
stresses Tillerson.

TRENDS

The most talked about national trend last year trickled 
down to Virginia’s political scene. According to Th e 

Committee for the Study of the American Electorate, national 
voter registration hit 71 percent for the 2004 presidential 
election, compared with 68 percent in 2000—the highest 
since 1964, when voter registration was 72.1 percent. On the 
day of the election, 1,433,569 more young Americans were 
registered to vote than in 2000. As an Associate Professor 
of Political Science and founding director of the Center for 
Strategic and Global Studies in the Department of Political 
Science at Norfolk State University, Dr. Carol Pretlow had a 
front row seat for this increase in participation.
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“I saw more young people involved in the election, and I see  
more young people being interested in the interim issues,” she 
explains. “When I fi rst started teaching there would be 10 to 15 
students in my class. Now, I have to cap it at 65.”

Th is past year also saw the continuation of a trend of private 
citizens seeking ways to preserve their own history.

“Local history groups have decided that they have a story 
to tell, and they have told it themselves,” explains Tillerson. 
“Historically, others have told our history to us. Finding your 
place, carving your own identity, is quite important.”

“Many people are taking charge of 
their culture by creating their own 
institutions,” agrees Gabbin. 

She has the inside track on this movement—she opened the 150 
Franklin Street Gallery, the fi rst multicultural fi ne arts gallery in 
Harrisonburg, back in 1995.

Indeed, that’s how the Legacy Museum of African American 
History was born. It opened in 2000 with a mission to “collect, 
preserve and store historical artifacts documents and memorabilia 
relating to signifi cant contributions of the African American 
community in Lynchburg and its environs.” 

“Th e Legacy Museum is an example of one community’s eff ort 
to decide they were not going to let their history be ignored. 
Th ey came together to open a museum that spoke to the 
accomplishments, trials and culture of their community of 
African American people,” says Swann-Wright.

Th e collectors bring the community into the museum by putting 
parts of their history on display. As Swann-Wright puts it, “People 
go there because they can see themselves.”

Gabbin is optimistic that this push to tell our own stories will 
have ramifi cations on our future for years to come. “If we don’t 
do it, it won’t get done.”

And so there we have it: poets, storytellers, philanthropists, both 
quiet and bold heroes, trendsetters—the best of 2004. Now fi nd 
your way to be an inspiration to the people of Virginia in 2005.

Kenrya M. Rankin is a New York City-based writer. She has interviewed 
Rex Ellis and Ramona Austin for Soul of Virginia.
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“John Jasper reached the zenith of his career during the diffi  cult 
years of 1877 to 1901. Th ey were the lowest point for African 

Americans economically, politically, and socially.  And yet, despite 
the gross disparities and injustices rampant in American society…

there rose a man by the name of John Jasper.”
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THE LIFE AND TIMES 

THE REVEREND 
JOHN JASPER

(VIRGINIA’S CELEBRATED PREACHER)

BY BENJAMIN ROSS

of 

John Jasper was born a slave on 
July 4, 1812, on a plantation in 
Fluvanna County, Virginia.  Th e 

last of 24 children, his parents were 
Philip and Tina Jasper.  His father, 
Philip Jasper, was a slave preacher who 
died two months before John was born, 
but before his death, he predicted that 
his last child would grow up to be a 
great preacher, and he urged his wife, 
Tina, to promise him that she would 
raise this last child in a very special 
manner.  Tina succeeded, and instead 
of working in the fi elds with other 
slaves, young John Jasper was reared in 
the “big house” waiting tables, which 
provided him the opportunity to 
come into contact with the guests and 
visitors of the plantation.  As a result, 
he learned the “courtly” ways and 
manners of the slave holding families 
by blending dignity with deference. 

Unfortunately, under the institution 
of slavery, Jasper was denied the 
opportunity of a formal education, 
however, he learned to read and write 
with the help of another enslaved man 
named William Jackson.  Once he was 
able to put words together, he took 
himself to the Bible.

In 1825, when Jasper was 13 years 
old, he was sent to Richmond to 
work as an industrial slave.  Although 
he worked for several masters, his 
employment and relationship with Mr. 
Samuel Hardgrove proved to be the 
most rewarding, especially in Jasper’s 
spiritual life.  Samuel Hardgrove was 
the owner of a tobacco factory and 
a deacon in Richmond’s white First 
Baptist Church.  Jasper’s conversion 
to Christianity occurred on his 27th 
birthday July 4, 1839, at Richmond’s 

Capitol Square. In his own words,“the 
light broke through”, and he was 
suddenly seized by the awareness of 
his sins. According to Jasper, “of all the 
sinners in the world, I was the worst 
on of all.” In 1842, John Jasper was 
baptized in the First African Baptist 
Church on the recommendation of his 
master, Samuel Hardgrove.

Th rough diligent Bible study and 
scriptural interpretation, he began a 
remarkable career of preaching the word 
of the Lord.  Th e Bible became not only 
his source of all knowledge, but also 
the fi nal arbiter in all his judgments.  
Jasper developed great oratory skills and 
became a master of painting pictures 
with words. He began his career as a 
funeral preacher, which became his forte.  
Funerals were memorable occasions in 
the lives of slaves.  (continued on page 20)  
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April 16  
International Children’s 
Festival part of the Waterfront 
Wave Mill Point Park, Eaton 
Street in Downtown Hampton. 
Discover the world during the 
2003 International Children’s 
Festival. Over seventeen 
countries will showcase their 
respective heritages in this 
exciting, multi-cultural learning 
experience of children and 
adults alike. Experience the 
sights, sounds, and tastes of 
exotic places as the city of 
Hampton “brings the world” 
to its backyard. Free 
Admission. 10:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
757/727-8314

April 30 
Cruisin’ Virginia Beach 
Auto Super Show 
whether you bring 
a classic car to show
-off, or cheer on your 
favorite entry at the 
popular Burnout  
Competition, this 
revved-up weekend 
is sure to crank-up 
both participants and 
spectators.  

Hotrods, classic cars, 
street machines, and 
antique automobiles 
will line the boardwalk 
for two solid days of fun 
and competition. Car 
clubs from throughout 
the Southeast display 
their autos and compete 
for trophies in various 
categories. 
800/822-3224

May 6-8 
PANorama Caribbean 
Music Fest The Virginia 
Arts Festival and 
Beachevents present a 
musical celebration that 
features a steel drum 
band competition 
combined with 
performances by some 
of the country’s best 
“pan” virtuosos. Groove 
to Caribbean, Latin, 
and pop music. Bands 
from throughout the 
United States, both high 
school and college, 
compete. Shop the Island 
Marketplace for hot food 
and cold beverages. It’s 
a weekend of soothing 
steel pan melodies that 
will have you dancing on 
the beach under the stars! 
800/822-3224

  

 

May 14 
Neptune’s Spring 
International Spring Wine 
Tasting Sip wines by the 
sea at this casual, down-
to-earth affair. Sample 
wines from around the 
world, savor delicious 
foods, and dance to the 
music of the best local 
bands. Spring Winefest 
is co-produced by the 
Neptune Festival and 
Beachevents. 24th Street 
Park. 
800/822-3224

May 18-22

Beach Music Weekend 
Dance the weekend 
away as Virginia Beach 
becomes the Beach 
Music “Capital” 
of the East 

Coast! Join beach 
music performers for 
a jam-packed rockin’ 
and rollin’ party. Past 
performers include Bill 
Deal & The Rhondels, 
General Johnson & the 
Chairmen of the Board, 
the Holiday Band and 
the Coastline Band. 
Also featured is the 
Shag Championship 
on the Beach, where 
nationally ranked 
shaggers compete 
for cash prizes and 
trophies. 
800/822-3224



THE LIFE AND TIMES 

THE REVEREND 
JOHN JASPER

(VIRGINIA’S CELEBRATED PREACHER)

BY BENJAMIN ROSS

John Jasper was born a slave on 
July 4, 1812, on a plantation in 
Fluvanna County, Virginia.  Th e 

last of 24 children, his parents were 
Philip and Tina Jasper.  His father, 
Philip Jasper, was a slave preacher who 
died two months before John was born, 
but before his death, he predicted that 
his last child would grow up to be a 
great preacher, and he urged his wife, 
Tina, to promise him that she would 
raise this last child in a very special 
manner.  Tina succeeded, and instead 
of working in the fi elds with other 
slaves, young John Jasper was reared in 
the “big house” waiting tables, which 
provided him the opportunity to 
come into contact with the guests and 
visitors of the plantation.  As a result, 
he learned the “courtly” ways and 
manners of the slave holding families 
by blending dignity with deference. 

Unfortunately, under the institution 
of slavery, Jasper was denied the 
opportunity of a formal education, 
however, he learned to read and write 
with the help of another enslaved man 
named William Jackson.  Once he was 
able to put words together, he took 
himself to the Bible.

In 1825, when Jasper was 13 years 
old, he was sent to Richmond to 
work as an industrial slave.  Although 
he worked for several masters, his 
employment and relationship with Mr. 
Samuel Hardgrove proved to be the 
most rewarding, especially in Jasper’s 
spiritual life.  Samuel Hardgrove was 
the owner of a tobacco factory and 
a deacon in Richmond’s white First 
Baptist Church.  Jasper’s conversion 
to Christianity occurred on his 27th 
birthday July 4, 1839, at Richmond’s 

Capitol Square. In his own words,“the 
light broke through”, and he was 
suddenly seized by the awareness of 
his sins. According to Jasper, “of all the 
sinners in the world, I was the worst 
on of all.” In 1842, John Jasper was 
baptized in the First African Baptist 
Church on the recommendation of his 
master, Samuel Hardgrove.

Th rough diligent Bible study and 
scriptural interpretation, he began a 
remarkable career of preaching the word 
of the Lord.  Th e Bible became not only 
his source of all knowledge, but also 
the fi nal arbiter in all his judgments.  
Jasper developed great oratory skills and 
became a master of painting pictures 
with words. He began his career as a 
funeral preacher, which became his forte.  
Funerals were memorable occasions in 
the lives of slaves.  (continued on page 20)  
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Th ey dressed in the best to mourn the deceased.  Slave 
funerals often lasted for several hours and usually became an 
all-day aff air, marked by deep emotional outbursts.  Th e most 
successful funeral preachers were those who could plumb 
the emotional depth and get the entire crowd “worked-up.”  
Jasper wasted no time in gaining renown in this fi eld and his 
fame spread throughout Virginia.

A spellbinder in the days of freewheeling oratory, John Jasper 
preached to throngs of entranced listeners. Newspapers an-
nounced his sermons, and his appearances were always major 
events. He preached the fundamental doctrines of the faith 
with unsurpassed ardor to black and white congregations 
alike, believing the Bible was the sole source of all authority.  
He preached in nearly every city and county in Virginia 
and was sought-after continually. In that respect, he stood 
unmatched by men of his race.  As a slave preacher, however, 
Jasper could only preach with the permission of his owner, 
Samuel Hardgrove.  Th ose who invited him to preach outside 
of Richmond were required to pay Sam Hargrove one dollar 
($1) for each day that Jasper was away from his worksite.

Two years after freedom came, John Jasper achieved one of 
his greatest goals in life.  He organized his own church.  On 
September 3, 1867, John Jasper and several close friends 
founded the Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church in Richmond, 
Virginia.  Originally housed in an abandoned confederate horse 
stable on Richmond’s Browns Island, the small congregation 
would “rock” with emotion as Jasper interpreted the mysteries 
of the scriptures. By the summer of 1869, the congregation 
had grown so much that Jasper moved his fl ock to its current 
location at 14 West Duval Street.

Laughing, singing, shouting, circling the pulpit, and kneeling 
in prayer, he carried his fl ock through the  broad emotional 
scale from remorse to ecstasy. Sunday after Sunday, the 
capacity of the church was tested as hundreds of members 
and visitors, both black and white, crowded into the pews 
long before the appointed hour to hear his wondrous words.  
Th ere were many sermons in his repertoire, however, his 
greatest sermon, and the one that brought him national 
and international fame, was “De Sun Do Move, Earth Am 
Square.”  First preached in 1878, it caused such a sensation 
that the Richmond Whig newspaper published it, and it 
appeared in many other newspapers and magazines years 
after in America and abroad.  

Jasper argued that the earth was the center of the solar system, 
and that the sun and the heavenly bodies revolved around it.  
He was successful in his argument by using the Bible to prove 
his particular views of the universe.  Th e sermon, ridiculed 
by some and praised by others, became widely popular and 
was preached by Jasper more than 250 times, once before the 
Virginia General Assembly.  Nonetheless, Jasper’s sermons were 
a Pentecost for the curious, a juicy apple for the hard-driven 
reporter, a festival for the scoff er, and a fi nancial bonanza for 
the saints of the Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church.

On March 28, 1901, the Reverend John Jasper fell asleep with 
Jesus in his humble home at 1112 St. James Street.  On his 
deathbed, he uttered these immortal words---

Benjamin Ross is a freelance writer based in Richmond, Virginia.

“I have fi nished my work. I am 
standing at the brink of the river 
looking across, and waiting for 
further orders.”  — John Jasper  
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Connecticut 
Tobacco Camp: 

A VIRGINIA REUNION

Camp director and organizer, Henry L. Summerall, gathered 
the fi rst group of workers from Nelson County, Virginia in 
1941. Every summer, until 1978, Mr. Sumerall would recruit 
thousands of African American teenagers from Georgia, 
Alabama, and Virginia.  Th ese teens would endure long bus 
rides to Hartford to work in the tobacco fi elds, harvesting 
“shade-leaf” tobacco, which is grown underneath vast cheese-
cloth nets and used to make the wrappers for the world’s fi nest 
cigars.  “Th e fi rst time I arrived at the Hartman Tobacco Comp-

By Mamie Moore

Th ey received small allowances each week and the rest was saved 
in an account and given to each worker at the end of the season.  
Many teens saved enough money to support their schooling for 
the following year and were also able to help out at home.

Notable tobacco camp workers were Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Justice Th urgood Marshall, tennis champion Arthur Ashe, 
legendary gospel singer Mahalia Jackson, and distinguished 
musician Mildred Falls.    

any, all I saw were endless fi elds of tob-
acco nets,” said Dillard, now a retired 
physician and Director of the Dillard-
Woodson Foundation. “Th e plants 
were two inches at the beginning of the 
summer, but they quickly grew to more 
than 10 feet,” he said.

According to the Dillard-Woodson 

In the summer of 1971, Raymond Dillard prepared for a trip that he would 
repeat each summer for fi ve years. Dillard, like thousands of other African 
American teenagers, would forgo summer vacations of fun and relaxation to 

work in the fi elds of the Hartman Tobacco Company in Hartford, Conneticut.

Sadly, the Hartman Tobacco Com-
pany stopped growing tobacco 
in 1978 and began growing veg-
etables. African American teens 
found other work and quickly 
lost touch with the friends that 
they had known for many years.  

“Although we’ve reached 
thousands of workers 

from all over the country, 
I haven’t even reached half 

of these people yet,”
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Foundation, between 13,000 and 18,000 camp workers  were from 
Cen-tral Virginia. Boys arrived fi rst and worked  in the camps for 
12 weeks; girls worked for 10 weeks. Although these teens en-
dured three months of arduous labor, their jobs were highly 
sought after.  Tobacco company workers were paid very well.  

Twenty-fi ve years would pass before Dillard realized that the 
memories of his fellow workers were being forever forgotten. 
In an eff ort to reunite old friends and preserve Virginia’s 
vanishing African American history, Dillard founded the 
Nelson County Tobacco Camp Reunion. 



Just because you have a fabulous idea doesn’t guarantee your business will succeed. You’ve got to develop and
market your ingenious plans. Your competition is lurking over your shoulder so you have to act quickly. But you
can't do it alone. You’ve got to train and motivate others to embrace your brilliant concepts. Bottom line: You’ve
got to finance your operations to make your amazing visions into marketable products.

So you’re a visionary with incredible ideas...
Now what?

Connect to www.grpva.com and click on the 
“Minority & Women-Owned 

Business Resource Guide” link. 
Instantaneously, you’ll have the scoop on Business Development

Partnerships, Economic Development, Financing, 
Organizational Memberships, 

Start-up Services and Training. 
It’s a resource dedicated to helping you make 

your amazing visions into a successful business.

Over the years, many people have tried to coordinate events 
and reunions, but these were usually small gatherings.  
Dillard’s eff orts were 15 years in the making; he got the 
word out to as many people as possible, which often 
included advertisements in newspapers.

Th e Woodson-Dillard Foundation paid all of the expenses 
for the fi rst gathering, entitled the “Connecticut Black 
Family Reunion.”  Th e event was held on May 30, 2003, 
in Nelson County. Approximately 2,475 former Hartman 
Tobacco Comp-any employees attended, representing 
more than 30 states, including the District of Columbia, 
Germany and Canada. 

Likewise, more than 1,200 people attended the second reunion 
in May of 2004, which was also held in Nelson County.
Although the reunions were designed to bring together former 
camp workers, many family members and friends attended.     

“Although we’ve reached thousands of workers from all 
over the country, I haven’t even reached half of these people 
yet,” Dillard said regarding his ongoing eff ort to searchfor 
and reunite former tobacco workers.

Reunion attendees reminisced about their camp 
experiences and the old camp directors.  Many people had

valuable experiences that helped them in life. Th eir hard 
work and the doctrine that “hard work never killed 
anyone” infl uenced a lifetime of inspiration.

“Th e experience alone is a lifetime of memories—from 
the people you met, to the work that you complete,” said 
Evelyn Carey, a Virginia resident who worked for the 
tobacco camps from 1973 until 1975. “What stays with 
me to this day, is the respect that the management of the 
Hartman Tobacco Company had toward Mr. Summerall, 
and how he helped to instill pride in all of the youth that 
traveled with him for many years, teaching us the true 
meaning of dedication and commitment.”  

Funds raised through the tobacco camp reunions 
are contributed to a scholarship fund for children 
and grandchildren of former camp workers.  More 
information about Connecticut Tobacco Farm 
Workers and the tobacco camp reunions is available 
at the Connecticut National Museum of Tobacco 
Workers and the Woodson-Dillard Foundation.

Mamie Moore is a PR professional and freelance writer 
based in Alexandira, Virginia.
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S Bingham, who is the family’s historian, is a wealth of inform-
ation on this legendary hero.

“He ventured his life in endeavoring to obtain the liberty 
of his African countrymen,” said Bingham. “keeping with 
their motto for their cause “Death or Liberty,” Gabriel 
gave his life.”

On that fateful night, the forces of nature, thwarted the revo-
lutionaries’ plans. A heavy thunderstorm hit Richmond at the 
time of the revolt, causing severe fl oods, making bridges and 
roads impassable.

Th e following night, the determined conspirators converged 
again but once more their attempts were stopped. Th is time it 
was halted by the State Militia, who were alerted, and by two 
slaves who betrayed the plot.

Gabriel was eventually captured in Norfolk, was convicted 
and sentenced to hang on October 10th, 1800. Th e state 
of Virginia placed a historical marker at the site of Gabriel’s 
execution on the 204th anniversary of his death in 2004.

However. the struggle to preserve the historical signifi cance 
of the nearby slave burial ground is not over. Th e Defenders 
for Freedom, Justice and Equality have organized the Sacred 
Ground Historical  Reclamation Project to preserve Shockoe 
Bottom’s historic district.

“We are ensuring the preservation, and reclamation of the 
burial ground,” said Ana Edwards, founding member and 
chairperson of the project. “We are also preventing the 
stadium from being built in Shockoe Bottom.”

In the meantime, visitors to the area can still enjoy a historic 
slave trail walk from the Manchester Docks to Shockoe 
Bottom or the State Capitol. Scheduling for these walks 
down memory lane are available through the Elegba Folklore 
Society.

All in all, Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom has the right mix of 
entertainment, commerce and history that all ages can appreciate.   

Arlene Williams is a freelance writer and 2005 graduating senior from 
Virginia Union University

Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom 
is today the location of several nightclubs, restaurants and 
other businesses. Nestled between the Church Hill district and 
downtown Richmond, it serves very much the same purpose 
that it did centuries ago; a center for trade. Located on the 
banks of the James River, it is no surprise that history books 
tell us this area was once a slave trading post. Furthermore, a 
site located at Fifteenth and Broad Street, which today is an 
ordinary looking parking lot, was the site of a negro burial 
ground and hangings in the 1800s.

From the depths of this historic African American shrine 
there is an even greater story to be told. Research into persons 
executed at these grounds reveals that one of America’s most 
profound slave revolt leaders faced the gallows here. Th is 
revolutionary Virginian was known as Gabriel.

Born in the same year as the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, Gabriel dreamed of being free. He and his 
family were slaves on the Prosser plantation just north of 
Richmond, which is today known as Chamberlayne Farms.

Inspired by the success of the Haitian slave uprising, which he 
had read about, Gabriel rallied support from approximately 
1,000 blacks in Richmond. Historian Elizabeth Cann 
Kambourian sheds light on how Gabriel recruited his 
followers.

“Th ere were probably fi ve or six conspirators who probably 
grew up together and brought the thing together,” said 
Kambourian “Th ese slaves had alot of mobility and were close 
to the city. Th ey were allowed to do Saturday and Sunday 
shopping.”

Th e rebels planned to meet at Young’s Spring, located today 
in Henrico County, at midnight on August 30th, 1800. Th ere 
armed with weapons made from farm tools, the eager group 
of freedom fi ghters planned to overthrow the city. Under the 
clever guidance of Gabriel, who knew the city inside out since 
he worked there as a blacksmith, the men executed a three-
fold attack. Dividing themselves into groups of three, one 
group of men gained control of the prison and the Capitol 
Square, hoping to hold President Madison hostage. Another 
crew would seize the armory and yet another batch of men 
were assigned to set fi res, as a form of diversion while the 
other groups infi ltrated their locations.

Records of Gabriel’s life were passed down orally throughout 
his descendants. Gabriel’s great great grandson Dr. Haskill 
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“He ventured his 
life in endeavoring 
to obtain the liberty 
of his African 
countrymen,” said 
Bingham, “keeping 
with their motto for 
their cause ‘Death 
or Liberty, ”

BY ARLENE WILLIAMS
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R E V I E WS

TURNING 
THE PAGES

      Book Title                        Author                       Publisher                        Price                       ISBN

Th e Case of 
Odell Waller and 
Virginia Justice, 
1940-1942

Virginia Hasn’t 
Always Been for 
Lovers: Interracial 
Marriage Bans 
and the Case of 
Richard Mildred 
Loving

Landon Carter’s 
Uneasy Kingdom:
Rebellion and 
Revolution on a 
Virginia Plantation

Advetisements for 
Runaway Slaves 
in Virginia 1801-
1820

Virginia Off  the 
Beaten Path 7th 
Edition: A Guide 
to Unique Places

Virginia Landmarks 
of Black History: 
Sites on the Virginia 
Landmarks Register 
of Historic Places 
(Carter G. Woodson 
Institute Series in 
Black Studies

LI
V

ES
 H

IS
TO

RY
T

R
AV

EL

Richard B. Sherman

Phyl Newbeck

Rhys Isaac

Daniel E. Meaders, 
Editor

Judy Colbert

Calder Loth

University of Tennessee 
Press

Southern Illinois 
University Press

Oxford University 
Press

Taylor & Francis, Inc.

Globe Pequot

University Press 
of Virginia

$19.95 Paperback

$29.50 

Hardcover

$35.00

Hardcover

$114.95

Hardcover

$12.95

Paperback

$18.95

Paperback

0870497332

0809325284

0195159268

0815327374

076272425

0813916003

“DISCOVER VIRGINIA…” 
   DECEMBER BOOKLIST 

Compiled by Charisse R. Cecil
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BY SHARON RIDDICK HOGGARD

Gospel music has changed dramatically 
from the old Negro spirituals our grandparents and great 
grandparents sang during Sunday morning church services, 
tent revivals, or prayer meetings. With the talents of Fred 
Hammond, Kirk Franklin, Donnie McClurkin, Bishop 
T.D. Jakes, and a host of others, gospel music has become 
a powerful communication method in promoting the good 
book’s message. Now, good old American gospel music is 
making its way across the Atlantic and infl uencing segments 
of European culture.

A grassroots eff ort in the City of Staunton, Virginia took 
the gospel music revolution to France when a group of 
gospel singers from the Staunton region traveled there 
recently. Launched by Louisa Dixon, president of the Gospel 
Music Workshop Exchange, and Larry Vickers, a theatrical 
producer who lives in Paris, this grassroots program was 
designed to educate and cultivate people of various ethnic 
origins. Vickers said, “We saw a group of French singers 
singing gospel music and thought they were incredible.” 

STAUNTON LAUNCHES 
INTERNATIONAL GOSPEL 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
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Dixon and Vickers organized 
a group of singers from Mary 
Baldwin College’s the Anointed 
Voices of Praise, the Al Hamilton 
Community Choir and a few 
soloists and took the group to 
France last summer. While in 
France, the American singers were 
the guests of the French Gospel 
Crescendo. “We fi lmed and 
recorded the entire trip,” 

Vickers and Dixon hope that the gospel exchange program will 
provide a long-term musical and cultural exchange, minister to 
people in song, and serve as a people to people ambassadorship 
project. “It doesn’t matter what language we speak, we can 
communicate through music and song,” he added.

Sharon Riddick Hoggard is a freelance writer in Portsmouth, Virginia.

said Vickers. “We visited a watch factory, a dairy, and just 
soaked up the local culture, and performed concerts in fi ve 
cities.” Th ey spent 14 days in France. “No one wanted to 
leave France,” he added. And, it appears no one wanted the 
gospel/cultural exchange to end either. In August 2005, the 
French are coming to America.

Th e French Gospel Crescendo – all 65-70 singers and 
chaperones totaling 90 - will descend upon the City of 
Staunton from August 3-17. “Th e families will be hosted by 
families from Staunton and Waynesboro. Th ey want to see 
Americans,” Vickers said. 

Plans are underway by the City of Staunton to roll out the 
red welcome carpet for the French singers. “We want to 
greet them the same way they greeted us,” stated Vickers as 
he outlined the parties, concerts, and receptions. Th e city 
is planning a block party and the concert lineup is tight. 
Trinity Church, built in the 1830s, will serve as the base for 
the choir’s rehearsals. “Th ey’ll be rehearsing in four diff erent 
locations,” added Vickers. “Th e Booker T. Washington 
Community Center, Mary Baldwin College, Robert E. Lee 
High School and Trinity Church.”

Th e French Gospel Crescendo will perform
in several venues while they visit the 
Staunton area including King’s Dominion. 
Th ey will also visit the governor’s mansion 
and spend their last day in the United 
States in Washington, D.C. 
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hardly new to the ever-
changing ranks of poetry 
showcases and open mics 
that fi ckle audiences 
often make and break, 

WordStage Poetry Lounge has banked 
on giving the average person’s words 
a stage upon which to be shared and 
is growing off  of the investment. 

WordStage was originally the brain-
child of 2001 Def Poetry Jam winner 
Éric L. Farrell.  Th e author of Seeking 
Solace: Finding Peace and Comfort 
in Times of Distress and Verbalizions 
of Enlightenment brings forth the 
peppered voice of a man who grew 
up on an ethnically diverse Marine 
base, graduated from a private 
historically Black institution, and has 
traveled as far as Naples, Italy and 
Nairobi, Kenya sharing his poetry. 

Co-host Doug “Doug P.” Powell 
“has made changes” beginning with 
becoming WordStage’s fi rst co-host—
even Farrell’s co-author Will Holmes 
has never had the privilege.  Admittedly 
highly infl uenced by music, Powell is 
the boom bap to Farrell’s melodic fl ow.  
Onstage, the two are like yin and yang—
perfectly balanced, intrinsically aligned. 

While it’s Doug P.’s slogan, it’s both 
men’s goal to “make changes” not just 
in the literary world but in the world 
in general. Powell plans to follow in the 
footsteps of mentor, Farrell, with a book. 
Having been raised by women with a 
minor—and not wholly positive—male 
infl uence in his older brother, Powell’s 
writing already refl ects the roles of men 
and where they are lacking in such roles.  
Ultimately the goal of his book is to 
“change the minds of men who haven’t 
been living up to the roles they’ve 
put themselves in,” including father, 
husband, and boyfriend. If Farrell has 
his way, that change will not—well, the 
opportunity  to incite such  change will 
not—be far off .  

Surrounded by the thriving 

Maryland and D.C. literary 

scene, Virginia’s poetry scene is 

one of the metropolitan area’s 

best kept secrets.  But not for 

long if the hosts of WordStage 

Poetry Lounge have anything 

to do with it. 

Upstage:  
Spotlight      
on WordStage 
Poetry       
   Lounge
By Darlene Anita Scott
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WordStage Poetry Lounge has already 
grown to a second venue in Washington, 
D.C.  Th e Lounge plans to add a roster 
of feature poets to its D.C. location and 
visual artists to its Richmond location 
to complement the current open mic 
format.  Th eir fi rst foray in the latter 
was so successful that artist Sukenya 
Best’s work was invited to a month long 
exhibition at the Richmond venue. 

In addition, there is the WordStage Po-
etry TOUR which will be returning to an 
eager audience at the Virginia Festival of 
the Book in Charlottesville this spring. 

WordStage Poetry KIDS premiered at 
the 2 year anniversary of WordStage 
Poetry Lounge in September and 
encourages young people to overcome 
their fear of public speaking. Word-
Stage Poetry Workshop also expects 
to off er an ongoing program that 
will entertain and inform writers 
intent on developing their craft. 
And Farrell teases, there are still 
some sur-prises. But what will 
not be a surprise is the explosive 
success of WordStage, though this  is 
rightfully so for a man whose self-
proclaimed ambition is to “make an 
undeniable diff erence in the world.” 

To “make a thug want to apologize to 
the man he robbed/I want to make 
the Devil feel guilty and admit that he 
lied/I want to make a rich man want to 
give a homeless man his money I want 
to make a comedian wanna reconsider 
what he thinks is funny I wanna make 
a deadbeat dad wanna take care of 
his baby girl I wanna make you listen 
forever, but we ain’t  got that much time 
in the world” may seem a lofty goal.  But 
our ears are open.

WordStage Poetry Lounge takes place in 
D.C. every second Friday of the month in 
DuPont Circle at Books-A-Million and 
every second Saturday in Richmond at 
Barnes and Noble on Brook Road across 
from Virginia Center Commons Mall.  
For more information about Word-
Stage, visit www.wordstage.net or send 
an email to wordstage@yahoo.com. 
 

Fuzzy Wednesdays (Wednesdays)
Relative Th eory Records
271 Granby Street, Norfolk, VA
8p-12a . 757.962.8052

A modern day speakeasy that features 
Th e Fuzz Band, poets, singers, lyricists, 
and you!

Good Fridays Live! (every 4th Friday)
Th e Richmond Outreach Center
6255 Warwick Rd. Richmond, VA
8p-10p  Free . 804.675.4101
www.richmondoutreachcenter.com

Gospel groove with poetry, hip-hop, 
dance, bands, open mic, live DJ, and 
free food.

Saturday Poetry Series (fi rst Saturdays)
James City County Library
7770 Croaker Road, (I-64 exit 231-a)
Williamsburg, VA . 11a-12p Free 
http://www.wrl.org/programs/
mindfood.html

Readings by accomplished poets from 
Williamsburg and eastern Virginia region.

Tuesday Verses (Tuesdays)
Tropical Soul Restaurant
314 N. Second St., Richmond, VA
7p-until $5 . 804.771.1605

Featuring open mic poetry, music, and 
live band, Chicken Grease.

Lyric Ave. (every other Sunday)
Mr. Bojangles
550 E. Marshall St., Richmond, VA

8p-12a $10 . www.lyricave.com

Showcase featuring poets, comedians, 
open mic, and Lyric Ave. ensemble skits.

James River Writers Festival
Just Poetry Slam (the last Monday of 
every month)
Firehouse Th eater
1609 Broad St., Richmond, VA
8p-10p $3.00
www.justpoetry.jrwf.org
justpoetry@gmail.com

Richmond’s only slam venue!

Shockoe Poets (2nd and 4th Sunday 
of every month)
Shockoe Espresso
104 Shockoe Slip, Richmond, VA
804.649.3245 . 2p-5p Free

Longest running open mic reading 
in Richmond!

Th e Underground (Fridays)
All Shackles Off  Book Store 
and Herbal Center
1519 Azalea Garden Road, Norfolk,VA
8p-12a $5.00 . www.oyaxclusive.com

Featured poet and open mic hosted by 
Queen Sheba and godchild the omen.

Darlene Anita Scott is a freelance writer 
based in Portsmouth, Virginia.
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OTHER VIRGINIA VENUES INCLUDE:



35. Federal Scholarships &Aid Gateways 25 Scholarship Gateways  
       from Black Excel 
       www.blackexcel.org/25scholarships.htm 

36. Scholarship & Financial Aid Help 
       www.blackexcel.org/fi n-sch.htm 

37. Scholarship Links (Ed Finance Group) 
       www.efg.net/link_scholarship.htm 

38. FAFSA On Th e Web (Your Key Aid Form & Info) 
       www.fafsa.ed.gov 

39. Aid &Resources For Re-Entry Students 
      www.back2college.com 

40. Scholarships and Fellowships 
       www.osc.cuny.edu/sep/links.html 

41. Scholarships for Study in Paralegal Studies 
      www.paralegals.org/choice/2000west.htm 

42. HBCU Packard Sit Abroad Scholarships (for study 
       around the world)
       www.sit.edu/studyabroad/packard_nomination.html 

43. Scholarship and Fellowship Opportunities 
       www.ccmi.uchicago.edu/schl1.html 

44. INROADS internships 
      www.inroads.org

45. ACT-SO Olympics of the Mind Scholarships 
      www.naacp.org/work/actso/act-so.shtml 

46. Black Alliance for Educational Options Scholarships 
      www.baeo.org/options/privatelyfi nanced.jsp 

47. ScienceNet Scholarship Listing 
      www.sciencenet.emory.edu/undergrad/scholarships.html 

48. Graduate Fellowships For Minorities Nationwide 
       www.cuinfo.cornell.edu.student/grfn/list.phtml?category=minorities

49. Rhodes Scholarships at Oxford 
       www.rhodesscholar.org/info.html 

50. Th e Roothbert Scholarship Fund 
       www.roothbertfund.org/schol 

19. William Randolph Hearst Endowed Scholarship for Minority Students  
       www.apsanet.org/PS/grants/aspen3.cfm 

20. Multiple List of Minority Scholarships 
      gehon.ir.miami.edu/inancial-assistance/Scholarship/black.html 

21. Guaranteed Scholarships 
        www.guaranteed-scholarships.com 

22. BOEING scholarships 
      (some HBCU connects.www.boeing.com/companyoffi  ces/     
      educationrelations/scholarships 

23. Easley National Scholarship Program 
        www.naas.org/senior.htm 

24. Maryland Artists Scholarships 
      www.maef.org

25. Jacki Tuckfi eld Memorial Graduate Business Scholarship 
      (for AA students in South Florida) www.jackituckfi eld.org

26. Historically Black College & University Scholarships 
      www.iesabroad.org/info/hbcu.htm 

27. Actuarial Scholarships for Minority Students 
      www.beanactuary org/minority/scholarships.htm 

28. International Students Scholarships & Aid Help 
       www.iefa.org

29. College Board Scholarship Search 
      cbweb10p.collegeboard.org/fundfi nder/html/fundfi nd01.html 

30. Burger King Scholarship Program 
       www.bkscholars.csfa.org

31. Siemens Westinghouse Competition 
      www.siemens-foundationorg

32. GE and LuLac Scholarship Funds 
       www.lulac.org/Programs/Scholar.html 

33. CollegeNet’s Scholarship Database 
       mach25.collegenet.com/cgi-bin/M25/index 

34. Union Sponsored Scholarships and Aid 
       www.afl cioorg/scholarships/scholar.htm 
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Need money for college? Here are several potential opportunities to apply for a scholarship directed toward African American student 
seeking help with college. Th ough there are a number of companies and organizations that have donated scholarship money for use 
by African Americans, much of the money is being returned because of a lack of interest. Share the below information with a friend 
or a family member so they can obtain the money to attend college. 

SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS   

1. Bell Labs Fellowships For Under Represented Minorities       
    www.bell-labs.com/fellowships/CRFP/info.html 

2. Student Inventors Scholarships 
    www.invent.org/collegiate

3. Student Video Scholarships 
    www.christophers.org/vidcon2k.html 

4. Coca-Cola Two Year College Scholarships 
    www.coca-colascholars.org/programs.html 

5. Holocaust Remembrance Scholarships  
     www.holocaust.hklaw.com

6. Ayn Rand Essay Scholarships   
    www.aynrand.org/contests

7. Brand Essay Competition  
    www.instituteforbrandleadership.org/IBLEssayContest-2002Rules.html 

8. Gates Millennium Scholarships 
   (major. www.gmsp.org/nominationmaterials/read.dbm?ID=12 

9. Xerox Scholarships for Students 
    www2.xerox.com/go/xrx/about_xerox/about_xerox_detail.jsp 

10. Sports Scholarships and Internships 
      www.ncaa.org/about/scholarships.html 

11. National Assoc. of Black Journalists Scholarships 
      (NABJ.www.nabj.org/html/studentsvcs.html 

12. Saul T. Wilson Scholarships 
      (Veterinary. www.aphis.usda.gov/mb/mrphr/jobs/stw.html 

13. Th urgood Marshall Scholarship Fund 
       www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org/sk_v6.cfm 

14. FinAid: Th e Smart Students Guide to Financial Aid Scholarships 
       www.fi naid.org

15. Presidential Freedom Scholarships 
      www.nationalservice.org/scholarships

16. Microsoft Scholarship Program 
      www.microsoft.com/college/scholarships/minority.asp 

17. WiredScholar Free Scholarship Search 
       www.wiredscholar.com/paying/scholarship_search/pay_scholarship_search.jsp 

18. Hope Scholarships &Lifetime Credits 
      www.ed.gov/inits/hope
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KNOWLEDGE IS THE PATHWAY TO OUR SUCCESS!



Soul of  Virginia  .  SPRING 2005          37

Donald W. Jones, Ph.D. has a quite 
hectic schedule, with appoin-
tments, meetings, and phone 

conferences; which leaves little room to be 
idle. On his offi  ce desk in Carruthers Hall 
at the University of Virginia (UVA) the 
fi rst thing most people notice is the piles of 
paperwork stacked high. In the back drop 
of his offi  ce, there is a very vibrant, abstract 
portrait of  three Native-Americans that 
rest on white walls with little decoration 
besides a few plants. “My heart bleeds for 
Native-Americans,”Dr. Jones explained of 
the unique piece that hangs in his offi  ce.  
“Native American people are the only true 
Americans.” Dr. Jones is sympathetic to all 
disenfranchised people.  

And since 1990, Jones has dedicated his 
work to helping minorities grow and 
expand their businesses.  He is the architect 
and Director, of the Minority Procurement 
Program at the University  of  Virginia, 
renamed the Diversity Procurement 
Program in 2004. “Th e best part of my 
job is being able to be in a position to 
assist  small, women, and minority fi rms in 
growing, developing, and expanding,  their 
business,” he said.  

His career began at UVA in 1972, where 
he served as Assistant to the President.  In 
1977 until 1990, he pulled double duty 
as Assistant and Advisor to the President.  
Dr. Jones was the fi rst African American 
to serve as Assistant to a President at the 
University of Virginia, but he was the 
fi rst of any African American to serve in 
that capacity at a major University in the 
southern region of the United States. He is 
the only one to hold that distinction.

Donald W. Jones Ph.D 
Dr. Jones was the fi rst African American to serve as Assistant to a  President at the 
University of Virginia, but he was the fi rst of any African American to serve in that 
capacity at a major University in the southern region of the United States. He is the 
only one to hold that distinction.

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE SALUTES

Program Sponsored by the Virginia Department of Minority Business Enterprise • Executive Director Ed L. Hamm Jr.  9th Street 
Offi ce Building, 11th Floor, Richmond, Virginia 23219 • www.dmbe.state.va.us

Featured Entrepreneur

As a youth growing up on a farm in the 
rural town of Trenton, North Carolina, 
he made the decision early in his life to 
attend college and major in  business 
administration at the then Hampton 
Institute, now Hampton University, where 
he was expected by most to make a living 
in farming. After graduation, his life 
changed and though doors were still closed 
for  minorities in 1962. he persevered and 
pushed doors open when doors were forced 
closed for Blacks. Dr. Jones was one of a 
few graduates in 1962 to receive job off ers 
in business management after graduation.  

He has spent many years working to 
ensure that doors are and remain open for 
minorities in business. For example, when 
he decided that the UVA needed to have the 
then Minority Procurement Program, his 
most diffi  cult task was convincing university 
offi  cials of its demand and necessity.

In 1990, “I came from the academic side [of 
the University] to the service side,” he said.  
“Th e challenge I found was that I had to get 
people to buy into the program and believe 
and take ownership in the program, if the  
program was going to be successful.”

After establishing this pioneering Diversity  
program, eight years later he founded the 
Executive Education program at the Darden 
School of Business, UVA  which was rated 
the best in the nation by Financial Times 
and Business Week magazine.

His resume is fi lled with substantial 
experiences that most couldn’t imagine 
having.  He has served on numerous boards 
and philanthropic organizations.

His advice to businesses that fi t the profi le 
for the Diversity  Procurement  Program is  
to be persistent with trying to get business. 
“Never give up,” he said. 

Jones currently mentors numerous 
businesses and is mentoring the Security  
Business Archives, Inc. located in 
Richmond, Virginia. He was the 2003 
Virginia Minority Small Business Advocate 
of  the Year.  

“Th e challenge I found 
was that I had to get 
people to buy into the 
program and believe 
and take ownership 
in the program, if the  
program was going 
to be successful.”
Rakeem S. Mosey is a freelance writer based 
in Richmond, Virginia.

MARKET PLACE 

Th e “A Work of Art” CD 

seeks to explore alternatives in the Jazz idiom. 
Starting with the fi rst selection entitled “Jazz 
Muse”, the composer alternates an 11/8 
time signature with African rhythms and 
rainsticks. Th e main features of the work 
are a contrapuntal bass line and adventurous 
themes for trumpet, tenor sax and trombone. 
Th e song plays a musical pun on the Greek 
goddesses of the arts and attributes it’s unique 
character to inspiration from a Jazz Muse. 

Tracks 1 Jazz Muse, 2 Return of the 
Hippodrome, 3 Culture of a City, 4 Ancient 
Rhythms , 5 Native Language, 6 Arithmetics, 
7 Span-African 

Credits Track 1,4,6,7: Piano: Ashby 
Anderson, Acoustic Bass: Randall Pharr, 
Drums: John Zachary, Trumpet: Keith 
Willingham, Tenor Sax: Kevin Simpson 
Trombone: Sam Savage 

Performance, Recording and Production 
Credits: Keith Willingham, Trumpet; Jason 
Gay, Tenor Sax; Sam Savage, Trombone; 
Kevin Gaines, Drums; Matt Hall, Upright 
Bass; Ashby Anderson, Piano; Jeremy 
Miller, Recording Engineer; Jazz Composers 
Alliance. Inc. Richmond Piano, Captones 

LLC, Richmond Parks Recreation and 
Community Facilities/ Pine Camp Arts 
Center,Chimborazo PTA. 

All compositions written and produced 
by: Ashby Anderson, Recorded by: Grant 
Rutledge, Cover Art by: Elmer T. Seay Jr., 
Cover Design By: Ashby Anderson; Credits 
Track 2,3,5
 

To purchase “A Work of Art,” please visit
www.soulof virginia.com

See what great fi nds the Virginia region has to off er!

Determined to make his mark on the world of jazz music, Ashby Anderson followed in the footsteps of his 
heroes Duke Ellington and Miles Davis to receive international acclaim. Selected as a fi nalist in this year’s 
International Songwriter’s Competition, Anderson’s jazz compositions are innovative and unique, setting 
him apart as a musician. Composing music for the past 19 years, the jazz artist has opened for Regina 
Belle concerts and performed with renowned musicians Lonnie Liston Smith and Kevin Christopher 
Teasley. In addition to his many accomplishments, Anderson formed Th e Jazz Composers Alliance as 
a forum for jazz composers to create, develop and present original works. Anderson also passes on his 
musical expertise to kids four through eight as a teacher in the Richmond Public Schools System.
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Growing up as he states “ in a place where poverty, racism and despair were apparent at every turn,” and in 
a single-parent home with seven other siblings, Craig Ivey rose against all odds to become the 2005 Black 
Engineer of the Year. Ivey followed his mother’s example of hardwork and discipline to work his way up 
from a seasonal engineering intern, to Vice President Electric Operations at Dominion, a Fortune 200 
energy company with market capitalization of $21.5 billion. Known for his pivotal role in the recovery 
of power lost to millions after Hurricane Isabel last year, Ivey is also a dedicated husband and devoted 
father of three. Ivey is also active in his community by frequently attending high school marching band 
performances, horseback jumping competitions and little league baseball games. Considering himself a 
“beacon for those who follow,” Ivey truly symbolizes such and is a shining example of success reaped from 
the seeds of hard work and determination.  

ASHBY ANDERSON

CRAIG IVEY



Silence the past 2004: 




