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Hampton
August 11 & 12
Mill Point Jazz Weekend, Mill Point Park: Bring your 
lawn chairs and blankets and enjoy the best local jazz 
in a relaxed atmosphere. After the Saturday jazz stroll 
down to Queens Way for the Block Party featuring 
more jazz. 6–10 pm Friday & 11am–10pm Saturday. 

September 8
The Heritage Hall Jazz Band featuring Jewel Brown: 
The Heritage Hall Jazz Band is celebrating its 30th 
year of presenting world wide, authentic and tradi-
tional New Orleans Jazz with an all star complement 
of revered New Orleans musicians. The current 
ensemble, under the direction of Gregg Stafford 
represents the very apex of the musical form. Special 
Guest for this concert is vocalist Jewwel Brown. The 
American Theatre, 757-722-ARTS.

September 8–10
Hampton Bay Days, Downtown Hampton: 
Hampton’s largest festival celebrates its 25th year 
with live performances by national artists, craft and 
art displays, a variety of vendors, kids activities and 
a stunning fireworks display. Downtown Hampton. 
Free. 757-727-1641

September 15
Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago: The original jazz 
dance company, Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago, has 
been captivating audiences worldwide with dynamic 
performances for more than 40 years. This exciting 
company is constantly expanding the boundaries of 
the indigenous American art form of jazz dance. The 
American Theatre, 757-722-ARTS.

Norfolk
August 15
Spirit of Norfolk Kids Discovery Cruises-Triumphs 
Through Science: African American Visionaries. 
Learn about historic and modern African-American 
scientists and inventors and their contributions to sci-
ence, technology and industry; experience a variety of 
interactive demonstrations and experiments. Boarding 
time is 11:30am Cruise time is from noon to 2pm, 
$27 per person. 757-625-1463

September 15–17
5th Annual Cingular Wireless Norfolk Seafood & 
Beach Music Festival: Featuring artist such as Coolin 
Out, The Showmen, The Foundations and local 
favorites The Coastline Band and The Catalinas. Have 
a good time crab picking, shrimp boiling, and fish 
frying on the riverfront while surrounded by good 
southern Beach Music. For more information call 
757/441–2345.

September 19–October 8
Virginia Stage Company 
presents CROWNS 
You’ll dance in the 
aisles during the 
theatrical sensation 
about a cherished 
custom that fuses 
faith and fashion. 
Based on the best-sell-
ing book by Michael 
Cunningham and 
Craig Marberry. Wells 
Theatre for tickets call 
757-664-6464

Virginia Beach
August 25 & 26
Soul Music Beachfest: Bringing together 
sand, surf and music for a weekend of soulful 
exploration. Against the rhythmic background 
of the Atlantic Ocean, music lovers explore 
the African origins of today’s diversified music 
genres of soft rock, jazz, Latin and R&B. Free 
757-491-7866

September 1–4
Verizon Wireless American Music Festival: 40 
concerts explode across 10 stages at the Virgin-
ia Beach oceanfront with music that celebrates 
every genre and style. 757-491-7866



FBI Special Agent Steven Chen

Steven Chen has been an FBI Special Agent for eight years.
In his own words, Special Agent Chen tells us
what working for the FBI is really like.

On career satisfaction:

“Having a variety of challenging
situations has always been
essential in having a fulfilling
career, and as a Special Agent
the challenges are constant.”

On doing good for the community:

“Doing good for the community 
is in fact doing good for my
family, friends and myself. It 
is rewarding to see the eyes 
and faces of doubt turn into 
smiles and acceptance in the
community in which you work.”

On his most rewarding case:

“During an undercover operation
I was able to gather information
and evidence which led to the
arrest and conviction of several
prison guards who had been
conducting illegal activities at the
prison at which they worked.”

On why others should consider
a career at the FBI:

“As a Special Agent, the
individuals that one deals with
ranges from the common man 
to the most influential individuals
in America. The opportunity to
serve and positively impact our
society is not easily matched 
by other careers.”

Special Agents come from a broad range of educational
disciplines and professions, however, the FBI has

special needs for candidates with critical skills
among the following areas: Computer Science or
IT, Engineering, Foreign Counterintelligence,
Information Systems Security, Military Intelligence,
Physical Sciences, Accounting/Financial
Management, and Foreign Language (Arabic,

Chinese - all dialects, Farsi/Persian, Hebrew, Hindi,
Japanese, Korean, Pashtu, Punjabi, Russian, Spanish,

Urdu, and Vietnamese).
To qualify for the FBI Special Agent position, you must possess a four-
year college degree plus three years of professional work experience, be
available for assignment anywhere in the FBI’s jurisdiction, be between
the ages of 23 and 36, and be in excellent physical condition with the
ability to pass a rigorous physical fitness test.

To learn more about these and other opportunities, please visit our 
Web site for complete details. Positions added daily.

www.fbijobs.com 
You must be a U.S. citizen and consent to a complete background
investigation, drug test, and polygraph as a prerequisite for employment. 
Only those candidates determined
to be best qualified will be
contacted to proceed in the
selection process. 
TDD: (202) 324-2967.

The FBI is an equal opportunity
employer. 

AMERIC S
FINEST

Special People. Special Agents.



The fields are ripe with fruit, flowers and foliage. The world is 
vibrant in color and fragrant in smell. Summer is upon us, 
and the markets are filled with its bounty.
 Soul of Virginia Magazine, Virginians, and every 
citizen of America have many reasons to give thanks. The 

Summer Issue commemorates several important moments that inspire in-
trospection: Mother’s Day; Memorial Day; Father’s Day; and Independence 
Day. These days rest at opposite ends of the same life journey, and each is a 
testament to life, love and loyalty. To the fallen and to the living, we offer 
our prayers and our heartfelt thanks. We invite you to read about and reflect 
on these days, and consider the significance they hold in each of your lives.
 June marks the third anniversary of Soul of Virginia, and without our 
readers, our steadfast supporters, our advertisers and our critics, we could 
never have begun this journey. A birthday is an opportunity to acknowledge 
those who nurture us unwaveringly, and to recognize those who work tire-
lessly to make this magazine possible.
 I’d like to extend a huge thank you to Wanda, Beth, and especially to 
Kelly, whose loss is felt daily. Thanks also to Little Jack, Salley, Ron, Mark, 
Tony, Rex, Phyllis, Sharon, Dav, Jeanette, Rita, Bobby, Ralph and Big Jack. 
Thank you to the staff at Soul of Virginia Magazine—to the writers, editors, 
photographers, account executives, interns, and web designers past, current 
and future, all of whom put forth their best effort to ensure an outstanding 
publication. Thank you to Charlie, Adele, Marty, Stacy, Tracey, Jon, Fred, 
Mark and Tim, and to the members of their hardworking teams. Special 
thanks goes to Jason and Patricia, for countless conversations, creative edits, 
and endless nights of hard work. Some who read this passage might not 
know these individuals and the astounding quality and quantity of effort 
and energy they extend. Let me assure you that they are in your midst, and 
that they work each and every day to make Virginian a better place.
 I’d like also to recognize a very special individual. Several people have 
been as fortunate as me to encounter the generosity, commitment, sacrifice, 
honesty, friendship, love, and kindness of this remarkable person. A list of 
the gifts she shares would exhaust the remainder of the magazine, which 
would entice my writers to ask for a “kill fee” for their unpublished articles. 
To the world her name is Ruby J. Ruffin, but to me she is known as Mom. 
Thanks, Mom, for your boundless love and support.
 Virginia is a great place to live. This is a region loyal to its founding 
ideals, to its values and its principles of freedom for all Americans. Soul of 
Virginia Magazine takes great pride in discovering and in sharing the on-
going story of Virginia. Our upcoming Know Your History…Know Your 
Story Essay and Poetry contest is a challenge to students, parents, educators, 
community leaders and others to further illuminate the cultural legacy of the 
people of the Commonwealth. We invite the region’s youth to discover and 
marvel at the remarkable journey we all are a part of. We eagerly await your 
chance to tell your story.

Enjoy the remaining days of summer!

Publisher, Soul of Virginia Magazine
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GVCwinstar, the first national minority-owned, 
facilities-based telephone company unveiled its greater 
Washington, DC/Baltimore central office operations on 
March 29. A press conference on this date announced 

GVCwinstar’s continued telecommunications services to the General 
Services Administration (GSA). To date, GVCwinstar is the largest 
contracted, independent provider of telecommunications services to 
the GSA, with purchasing authority of nearly $3 billion over the 
next seven years.
 “Our GVCwinstar Government Solutions division is uniquely 
positioned to deliver true, last-mile network diversity and value-
added services including wireless connectivity to the government,” 
says Kirkland Dudley, Founder and Chairman of GVCwinstar. “We 
provide highly reliable fixed wireless services and secure broadband 
communications, including voice, video, data and Internet. 
This powerful suite of services can improve Federal agencies’ 
telecommunications infrastructure and at the same time deliver 
substantial savings.”
 In a historic announcement last 
January, Detroit-based GVC Networks, 
LLC announced that it had acquired 
Winstar LLC and its subsidiaries from 
New Jersey-based IDT Corporation. 
Winstar, LLC, which owned Winstar 
Communications, LLC, Winstar 
Government Solutions, LLC, and 
Winstar Wireless, LLC, has merged 
with GVC Networks, LLC. The 
merger, which recently received all 
requisite regulatory approval, resulted 
in the formation of GVCwinstar.
 The new company, GVCwinstar, 
is now a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of GVC Networks. Nationwide, 
GVCwinstar has central office 
operations in 18 major markets 
including Detroit, Dallas, New York 
City, Los Angeles, Boston, Chicago, 
and Washington, DC. GVCwinstar is 
the first company of its kind, and is 

the only minority-owned, facilities-based telephone company in the 
nation. GVCwinstar will share in GVC Networks’ mission to create 
a corporate culture that is inclusive of everyone. A central part of the 
GVCwinstar mission is to have a strong commitment to diversity in 
every area of the business.
 GVCwinstar has assets of more than $200 million and operates in 
41 states. The company offers a wide range of services for business 
clients, including high-speed internet service, local and long distance 
telephone service, wireless technology and IP solutions such as Voice 
over Internet Protocol (VoIP), as well as converged media and video 
services. The company is licensed domestically and internationally.
 Founded in 2002, GVC Networks, LLC is a premier business 
communications company specifically created for the acquisition of 
telecommunications assets. GVCwinstar is a registered trademark of 
GVC Networks, LLC.

[ViRgiNiA NEws]  Breaking Ground

GVCwinstar, the First National, 
Minority-Owned Telephone Company 
Launches in Washington, DC
GVC Networks unveils Acquired Winstar 
Communications Operations   By Stephanie Grimes

From left to right (back) GVCwinstar 
CEO, Dwayne Logan, GVC Networks 

Founder, Chairman and CEO, Kirkland 
Dudley and US Commerce Dept., 
Minority Business Development 

Agency National Director, Ronald 
Langston. (front) GVC Networks 

CoFounder, Vice Chairman, and Chief 
Communications Offi cer, Tedra Butler 

Dudley and Dr. Dorothy I. Height, 
Chair and President Emerita, National 

Council of Negro Women, was 
presented with a GVC “Keeper of the 

Flame” Award for outstanding civic 
and community contributions. P
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bRiDgE builDER
“Nick” Nicholson Honored for Wilson Project
By Matt Gottlieb

the Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Bridge travels downstream the 
Potomac River, carrying Interstates 
95 and 495 from Washington DC to 

Alexandria. Commuters see it as a potential 
traffic backup; tourists see the structure as 
a nearly coastal gateway between Maryland 
and Virginia. Transportation experts see it 
as aging, and now that a massive project 
will build two new replacement bridges 
and a series of interchanges, some folks see 
it as lucrative. More than $2 billion over 11 
years lucrative.
 To Ronaldo T. Nicholson—people call 
him Nick—the Wilson Bridge means 
something else.
 “[I see the bridge as] fun,” he says 
laughing.

 Nicholson, the bridge project 
manager for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT), has been on the 
job since 2001 and hopes he’ll see the task’s 
ultimate completion of the 7.5-mile, 13-
year project in 2011. Nicholson has plenty 
of factors keeping him on his toes: 200,000 
vehicles a day run through the zone; he is 
helping to lead the nation’s largest road 
construction event; he works with officials 
from the Federal Highway Administration, 
Maryland Highway Department, and 
private companies; he handles local media; 
and he’s responsible for staying on time and 
on budget.
 “There’s two ways to deal with the 
pressure: you have fun with it, or you let 
it rule you. I enjoy the pressure. Me and 
my friends have a saying, that pressure 
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Reconstruction of the 
Route 1 Interchange 

involves the single 
largest contract in 

Virginia Department of 
transportation history
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busts pipes. You keep things going, you go 
on to the next issue,” he says. “The game is 
VDOT’s on time and on budget, no matter 
how big the project is.”
 Organizers of the 20th Annual Black 
Engineer of the Year Awards Conference 
appreciate Nicholson’s coolness under 
fire, and named him a Modern Day 
Technology Leader during its February 
meeting in Baltimore. “I look at it as the 
nominee for engineer of the year award,” 
says Nicholson. “It’s an organization that 
hosts a get-together for African-American 
professionals to give them recognition 
across all areas of engineering.” After being 
project manager for the Fairfax County 
Highway and playing a large role in the 
recent Springfield Interchange Project—
better known as improvements to Northern 
Virginia’s notorious 
Mixing Bowl—Nicholson 
became the first VDOT 
employee recognized by the 
conference. 
 The organization honors 
many engineers—last year it 
honored 95 professionals—
but Nicholson’s position is 
unique.
 “The project is definitely 
a once in a career project,” 
he says of the endeavor that 
includes the bridge and a 
series of interchanges. “It 
gives me the opportunity 
to practice engineering. You 
find problems everyday, and 
you don’t have time to think 
and dwell.” he says.
 Not bad from a guy who 
caught the construction bug 
as he watched his grandfather 
building houses in East Saint 
Louis. While attending 
high school, he dreamt of 
following his grandfather’s 
work on a grander scale, 

but at the University of Kansas his interest 
shifted to transportation, and he’s had a love 
affair with bridges ever since. A position 
with the Federal Highway Administration 
brought him to Washington DC. When 
the government wanted him to move to 
another location, Nicholson quit, took a 
job with Fairfax County, and ultimately 
began working for VDOT.
 Nicholson clearly loves his job. When 
asked for his favorite bridges, he quickly 
ticks them off: San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate and the 1874 Eads Bridge, which 
crosses the Mississippi near his hometown. 
He also once marveled at some spans on 
the Pacific Coast Highway while driving 
the famed road on vacation. Nicholson 
also thinks the Wilson Bridge qualifies as 
a classic; it enables travelers to see beautiful 

views of the Potomac. But today’s traffic 
triples the original designers’ expectations, 
which causes massive delays and has forced 
the new 12-lane project.
 Nicholson’s task probably won’t be 
remembered as fondly by historians and 
architecture buffs, but he will find his 
place working a high-profile position in a 
region known for its traffic, news and cost 
overruns. So far things are running well. He 
boasts of meeting schedules and running 
things on budget, a key accomplishment 
in the traditionally cost-conscious Old 
Dominion. He looks at similar projects, 
such as the Boston Central Artery Project, 
known as The Big Dig, which went $12 
billion over its original $2.6 billion cost. 
The Wilson Bridge Project, in Nicholson’s 
words, is setting a precedent for any project 
over $1 billion.
 “We’re the only one in recent history 
that meets the schedules that we propose,” 
he says.
 And that schedule includes the 
completion of the first replacement bridge 
this summer. Great work, Nick!

“The project is 
definitely a once 
in a career project.”
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building the much-wider washington street deck replacement over the Capital beltway 
requires careful traffic coordination, both on top and below the structure.
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A Winning Life Beyond the Court:
The Legacy of Arthur Ashe
By Will Tidey

Truly great lives can resonate far beyond the dusty pages 
of history textbooks. Through their passion, verve, and 
determination, some men will live in the consciousness 
of civilization for eternity. Only a few individuals have 
changed the cultural fabric of our world; one such 

person is Virginia native and tennis legend Arthur Ashe.
 Arthur Robert Ashe Junior was born in Richmond, Virginia, on 
July 10, 1943. Growing up black in a segregated society, he faced 
a daunting and uncertain future from the moment he took his 
first breath. A frail and awkward child, Ashe leaned heavily on his 
mother, and was devastated by her death in 1950. Adversity would 
become a familiar theme in his life.
 At age seven, Ashe began playing tennis at Brookfield Park, a 
racially divided facility close to his home where his father worked 
as a parks policeman. “Start where you are. Use what you have. Do 
what you can,” he would later reflect. Soon enough his obvious talent 
attracted the attention of a local coach named Ronald Charity.
 Charity arranged for Ashe to spend a summer with Dr. Walter 
Johnson, a man who was later dubbed the “godfather of black 

tennis.” Dr. Johnson had also helped Althea Gibson attain the 1957 
Wimbledon singles title. Arthur Ashe became frustrated by having 
to travel outside of Richmond to compete against white players, and 
he transferred to Sumner High School in St. Louis to complete his 
senior year.
 Aided by the dedicated lobbying of Dr. Johnson, the gangly 
teenager became the first African American to compete in the Inter-
scholastic tournament. With a game based on elegant stroke play 
and fierce determination, Arthur Ashe duly won the competition for 
Sumner High. Ashe graduated high school in 1961, and earned a 
prestigious scholarship to the University of California in Los Angeles. 
He would ultimately earn a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration and became an Inter-collegiate tennis champion.
 In 1963 Arthur Ashe became the first African American to 
represent the USA in Davis Cup tennis. “Since no black player had 
ever been on the team, I am now part of history,” he wrote in his 
book Days of Grace. Over a ten-year period, Ashe amassed 27 Davis 
Cup singles victories from just 32 matches, a record bettered only by 
John McEnroe’s total of 41.

 In a glittering solo career, Ashe won three majors, including the 
inaugural US Open in 1968. He remains the only African American 
to win singles titles at Wimbledon and the Australian Open, reaching 
number one in the world rankings and winning over 800 matches in 
the process.
 While his achievements on the tennis court are indeed noteworthy, 
it is through his work outside of the tramlines that Arthur Ashe has 
left an indelible mark on the world. Inside the athlete stood a man as 
articulate and passionate as any president. “My life has been a failure 
if all I am remembered for is being a tennis player,” he once said.
 In 1970, Ashe applied for a travel visa to play in the South African 
Open in Johannesburg. Such an application is routine procedure for 
any overseas event, and Ashe was understandably shocked to see his 
application denied on the grounds of race. Apartheid had intervened, 
and with the memory of segregated Richmond close to his heart, he 
felt compelled to act.
 Determined to raise awareness of apartheid, Ashe appealed to the 
International Lawn Tennis Association, demanding they withdraw 
South Africa’s right to host tour events. He received widespread 
backing from his fellow professionals, and on March 23, 1970, 
South Africa was banned from Davis Cup competition.
 When John McEnroe was offered $1 million to appear at a showcase 
event in the South African “homeland” of Bophuthatswana, it was 
Ashe who convinced him to back out. Such state funded events were 
no more than elaborate smoke screens, and Ashe demanded that 
apartheid be as transparent as the hypocrisy it fostered.
 In 1973, Arthur Ashe was finally granted a visa to play tennis in 
South Africa. He celebrated the opportunity by becoming the first 
black athlete to win a title there, claiming the South African Open 
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doubles crown with Tom Okker. “You have shown our black youth 
that they can compete with whites and win,” wrote local black poet, 
Don Mattera. Mattera had grown up in the ghettos of Sophiatown, 
and he used his meeting with Ashe to inspire the following poem:

I listened deeply when you spoke
About the step-by-step evolution
Of a gradual harvest,
Tendered by the rains of tolerance
And patience.
Your youthful face,
A mask,
Hiding a pining, anguished spirit,
And I loved you brother—
Not for your quiet philosophy
But for the rage in your soul,
Trained to be rebuked or summoned

 South African blacks nicknamed Ashe “sipho”, which means “a 
gift from god” in Zulu, and he continued to fight against apartheid 
for the rest of his life. “South Africa,” he said, “was testing the 
credibility of Western civilization. If you don’t come out against the 
most corrupt system imaginable, you can’t look yourself in the eye.”
 In 1983, singer Henry Blofield joined Ashe in co-chairing “Artists 
and Athletes Against Apartheid,” encouraging an embargo of South 
Africa. When Nelson Mandela was released from prison after 27 
years, he named Ashe as the American he first wanted to meet. 
“South Africa could never shrug off racial discrimination without 
the monumental work of Arthur Ashe,” insisted Mandela.
 Following his retirement from professional tennis, Ashe continued 
to remain heavily involved in humanitarian causes. Intent on 
improving opportunities for underprivileged children, he formed 
several charitable organizations, including the National Junior 
Tennis League, the ABC Cities Tennis Program, the Athlete-Career 
Connection, and the Safe Passage Foundation.
 “So many people are just interested in achieving the most in their 
sport, making the most money they can. [Arthur Ashe] believed 
there was more to his life on earth than hitting a tennis ball. He took 
his stature in tennis and parleyed it into a way to impact millions and 
millions of people,” explained 1996 Wimbledon runner-up Malivai 
Washington.
 Both on and off the courts, Ashe was an understated, self-effacing, 
and humble man, who garnered respect wherever he went. “He had 
the frailest of bodies, but moved mountains,” wrote Sports Illustrated 
journalist Roy Johnson.

 Tragically, Arthur Ashe was diagnosed HIV positive in 1988, a 
condition doctors linked to a blood transfusion in 1983. Worried 
for his family, and concerned by the prejudice attached to his plight, 
he kept the news secret for several years. On April 23, 1992, fears 
that a newspaper would soon run the story prompted Ashe to hold a 
press conference; the star athlete announced to the world that he had 
AIDS.
 Arthur Ashe used his final months to campaign for AIDS 
awareness. He formed the Arthur Ashe Foundation for the Defeat 
of AIDS and he addressed the United Nations on World AIDS day. 
Ashe was awarded the first annual AIDS Leadership Award from the 
Harvard AIDS institute.
 “I do not like being the personification of a problem, much less 
a problem involving a killer disease, but I know I must seize these 

opportunities to spread the word,” he wrote in Days of Grace.
 Arthur Ashe died on February 6, 1993, following a bought of 
pneumonia. He was only 49 years old. More than 11,000 people 
attended funeral services in Richmond and New York City, and 
mourners all over the world paid tribute to his remarkable life.
 “Words cannot suffice to capture a career as glorious, a life as fully 
lived, or a commitment to justice as firm and as fair as was his,” said 
New York mayor David Dinkins.
 Earlier this year, the National Collegiate Athletics Association 
(NCAA) recognized Arthur Ashe as the second most influential 
college athlete in history. Sandwiched between Jackie Robinson 
and Jesse Owens, he is in distinguished company. Robinson broke 
barriers in baseball; Owens did the same in athletics; and Arthur 
Ashe changed professional tennis forever. Future black tennis stars 
like Jamie Blake would eternally reap the benefits of Ashe’s tireless 
campaigning.
 “I owe [Ashe] a great debt of gratitude for being able to deal with 
the pressures and situations,” said Blake. “It took a great man and a 
great athlete like him to do that… to really break the color barrier in 
tennis and be such a great champion; and to be so well respected as a 
sportsman to where people could really add no disparaging remarks 
about him with any valid basis… I’m very grateful.”
 When Ashe beat Jimmy Connors to win Wimbledon in 1975, 
he found time to reflect on his lifelong journey. His was a journey 
that began with growing up in segregated Richmond, and ultimately 
resulted in his becoming a world-conquering black athlete. “When I 
took the match point, all the support I received over the years came 
together. It’s a long way from Brookfield to Wimbledon.”
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T H E  TO B A C C O  T R A I L

By Sara Hov

Discovering Connections in Richmond’s History

[FEAtuREs]
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MM
Visitors to Richmond 

traveling down Interstate 
95 know they’ve reached 
their destination when 
they see a giant cigarette 

billboard—an advertisement for Philip 
Morris. Headquartered here, Philip 
Morris USA employs approximately 
6,300 Virginians, most of whom work in 
its Richmond offices and manufacturing 
plant, and has contributed to the Central 
Virginia community for over 70 years. 
While the Philip Morris Manufacturing 
Facility, one of two in the country, no 
longer offers guided tours, visitors 
interested in the role of tobacco in 
Richmond’s growth can see traces of this 
historic relationship at every turn.
 The company’s close relationship with 
the city stems from Richmond’s early 
founding as a place to trade tobacco. 
In 1607, English businessmen explored 
what is now Virginia, and the native 
people they met introduced them to one 
of their best-trading crops: tobacco. The 
explorers established a trading post for 
the aromatic plant, and city planners 
mapped the town of Richmond by 
1733.
 Tobacco companies flourished in the 
city, and many, including Philip Morris, 
built brick warehouses along the James 
River to protect their stores from fire 
and flood. Known as Tobacco Row, 
during the Civil War the Confederate 
Army used some of these warehouses as 
prisons, including the notorious Libby 
Prison, whose guards were infamous 
for their brutality. Later in the war, the 
Union Army took control of the city 
and imprisoned Confederate soldiers in 
the same buildings they had formerly 
patrolled. One inmate was Mollie Bean, 
a southern woman who had disguised 
herself as a man in order to fight for the 
Confederate Army.
 After the war, the tobacco companies 
moved their headquarters away from the 
river, leaving the warehouses of Tobacco 
Row empty. After the completion in 
1995 of the James River Floodwall, 
many of these warehouses have been 
resurrected as contemporary lofts and 
apartment homes.
 Richmond’s close connections with 

the tobacco industry, including the 
invention of the first cigarette-rolling 
machine here, makes it a natural choice as 
the site of Philip Morris USA. While the 
company only relocated its headquarters 
here in the past few years, Philip Morris 
has a long history with the city.
 A little over a quarter of a century 
after Philip Morris was incorporated on 
Broad St. in lower Manhattan in 1902, 
the growing business purchased a factory 
in Virginia to begin making its own 
cigarettes, rather than importing British 
products. By the late 1960s, revenues 
topped $1 billion, and with a series 
of acquisitions beginning in the 70s, 
including the Miller Brewing Company, 
General Foods, Kraft, Seven-Up and 
most recently, Nabisco, Philip Morris 
became a multibillion-dollar company.
 Philip Morris expanded its tobacco 
holdings as well; Marlboro, Virginia 
Slims, Parliament, Basic, Merit, and 
Chesterfield are just some of the cigarette 
brands owned by Philip Morris USA. 
In 1985, a parent holdings company, 
renamed Altria Group in 2001, was 
created to oversee three divisions: Philip 
Morris International, Philip Morris 
USA, and Kraft General Foods. Visitors 
can no longer tour the factory, but they 
can enjoy the many arts and cultural 
events the company sponsors.
 Philip Morris USA contributes 
extensively to Richmond’s thriving arts 
scene. Many plays, museum exhibits 
and downtown renewal projects benefit 
from the company’s funding of the Arts 
Council of Richmond. Visitors to the 

area can also enjoy performances of the 
Richmond Symphony, the Richmond 
Ballet, and the Virginia Opera 
Association.
 The company also focuses on corporate 
giving and employee volunteerism in 
Central Virginia and Cabarrus County, 
North Carolina, the site of its other 
large manufacturing plant. “As a major 
employer in these areas,” the Philip 
Morris USA website states, “Philip 
Morris USA has a vested interest in the 
economic vitality of the area and the 
development of the workforce of the 
future.”
 According to spokesperson Bill Phelps, 
after PM USA relocated its headquarters 
from Manhattan to Richmond in 
autumn 2004, “we did one important 
thing which was talk to people about 
where we could have the biggest impact 
as far as our contributions and time.”
 These conversations resulted in the 
target areas of secondary education and 
downtown revitalization for the Philip 
Morris Employee Community Fund. 
The Fund contributes to over 165 non-
profit and charitable organizations across 
the US, though most of the money 
stays in Central Virginia. Committees 
of employees solicit applications from 
organizations in need of sponsorship 
and oversee the process of choosing 
which groups receive money. Employees 
also volunteer extensively in their local 
communities.
 Another manifestation of Philip 
Morris’ commitment to Richmond is 
the construction of a new Center for 

 “ we did one important 
thing which was talk to 
people about where we could 
have the biggest impact as 
far as our contributions 
and time.” 
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Research and Technology in Richmond’s 
downtown Virginia Biotechnology 
Research Park. The building plans 
project completion in 2007, with the 
ambitious goals of innovating PM 
USA technologies, boosting the area’s 
scientific community, and infusing 
energy into Richmond’s downtown.
 “It is our hope that the Center will 
allow us to research to provide a safer 
product,” Phelps says.
 Philip Morris’ longtime relationship 
with Richmond and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia results in company 
contributions of over $638 million to the 
Virginia economy through payroll and 
benefits. Half of PM USA Richmond 

area employees are hourly workers, and 
over 4,400 PM USA retirees reside in 
Virginia.
 Phelps attributes high levels of 
employee retention to the company’s 
benefits program, which “has been 
consistently ranked as one of the best 
in the country.” In addition to offering 
both a pension plan and a deferred 
profit-sharing program, adult smokers 
who work for Philip Morris receive a 
free pack of cigarettes each day.
 Despite Philip Morris’ community 
development in Richmond, the 
controversy surrounding the 
manufacturing of tobacco products 
has not disappeared into thin air. 

Shareholders meetings and other 
corporate events prompt many people 
to protest. If visitors to the city find 
themselves interested in activism, they 
can always trade their concert tickets for 
the picket lines!
 Though its public image might be as 
cloudy as the smoke from its cigarettes, 
with all the jobs, corporate donations, 
and public buildings Philip Morris 
USA offers, the company’s nearly 70-
year history with Richmond is stronger 
than ever. For visitors to the city, this 
means continued opportunities to enjoy 
cultural activities and view historic 
sites.

[FEAtuREs]

“It is our hope that the Center 
will allow us to research to provide 
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Multicultural Heritage 
Magazine!
Read the magazine
that keeps people 
informed about 
Virginia’s culture. 

Past, present  
and future!
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 YOU WANT HISTORY, THEY WANT BEACH, 
SO MEET HALFWAY.
 Why have to choose between a Virginia Beach vaca-
tion and the history of Williamsburg and Jamestown 
when you can stay in Hampton, Virginia and do it all? 
We’re in the geographic heart of Hampton Roads so 
everything’s close, and the Hampton Day Pass, with 
historic tours and attractions like the Virginia Air & 
Space Center, may make it hard to leave.

For your free Hampton 
Visitor Guide, 
call 1-800-800-2202 
or visit www.hamptoncvb.com.

VIRGINIA BEACH
 Virginia Beach. Land of carefree, 
independent spirit. Where sand 
and surf solve all problems. 
Rollerblading the Boardwalk 
builds character. Long, leisurely 
meals and sunsets are priority. 
And the only serious business, 
might involve fi nding a golf swing or new 
kayak route. Ready to fi nd your thing and 
be outstanding? Ready to live the life?  

1-800-VA BEACH 
vbfun.com

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA
All in one fun-fi lled adventure minutes from 
Williamsburg and a short drive to Virginia Beach.

1-888-493-7386           www.newport-news.org
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MAKE ROOM FOR THE MEMORIES.
An adventure of historic proportion is waiting for 
you—at two living-history museums that explore 
America’s beginnings. Board replicas of colonial 
ships. Grind corn in a Powhatan Indian village. Try 
on English armor inside a palisaded fort. Then, join 
Continental Army soldiers at their encampment for 
a fi rsthand look at the Revolution’s end. Don’t forget 
your camera. Because the history here is life size. 
And your memories will be even bigger!

1607–2007: America’s 400th Anniversary. 
Learn more at www.historyisfun.org.

THERE’S MORE TO LOVE IN A RICHMOND GETAWAY!
 More history. More culture. And more signifi cant African-American heritage, carefully preserved 
and celebrated daily. You’ll fi nd it here in the Historic Richmond Region, home to the nation’s 
largest National Historic Landmark district associated with African-American life. You’ll also love 
our arts, gardens, antiques, architecture, and historic attractions. And it’s easier than ever to 
love with the Richmond Region Rewards Card. You’ll get FREE Sunday night stays at some of Richmond’s fi nest hotels 
when you stay Friday and Saturday night, plus discounts at the most popular restaurants, shops, and attractions. 

Request your free Card and plan your visit at RichmondRegionRewards.com, 
or call 1-888-RICHMOND. Now that’s easy to love!

VTC10457 SoulofVA.indd   1 6/13/06   3:03:08 PM



 YOU WANT HISTORY, THEY WANT BEACH, 
SO MEET HALFWAY.
 Why have to choose between a Virginia Beach vaca-
tion and the history of Williamsburg and Jamestown 
when you can stay in Hampton, Virginia and do it all? 
We’re in the geographic heart of Hampton Roads so 
everything’s close, and the Hampton Day Pass, with 
historic tours and attractions like the Virginia Air & 
Space Center, may make it hard to leave.

For your free Hampton 
Visitor Guide, 
call 1-800-800-2202 
or visit www.hamptoncvb.com.

VIRGINIA BEACH
 Virginia Beach. Land of carefree, 
independent spirit. Where sand 
and surf solve all problems. 
Rollerblading the Boardwalk 
builds character. Long, leisurely 
meals and sunsets are priority. 
And the only serious business, 
might involve fi nding a golf swing or new 
kayak route. Ready to fi nd your thing and 
be outstanding? Ready to live the life?  

1-800-VA BEACH 
vbfun.com

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA
All in one fun-fi lled adventure minutes from 
Williamsburg and a short drive to Virginia Beach.

1-888-493-7386           www.newport-news.org

Ph
ot

o:
 C

am
er

on
Da

vi
ds

on
.c

om

MAKE ROOM FOR THE MEMORIES.
An adventure of historic proportion is waiting for 
you—at two living-history museums that explore 
America’s beginnings. Board replicas of colonial 
ships. Grind corn in a Powhatan Indian village. Try 
on English armor inside a palisaded fort. Then, join 
Continental Army soldiers at their encampment for 
a fi rsthand look at the Revolution’s end. Don’t forget 
your camera. Because the history here is life size. 
And your memories will be even bigger!

1607–2007: America’s 400th Anniversary. 
Learn more at www.historyisfun.org.

THERE’S MORE TO LOVE IN A RICHMOND GETAWAY!
 More history. More culture. And more signifi cant African-American heritage, carefully preserved 
and celebrated daily. You’ll fi nd it here in the Historic Richmond Region, home to the nation’s 
largest National Historic Landmark district associated with African-American life. You’ll also love 
our arts, gardens, antiques, architecture, and historic attractions. And it’s easier than ever to 
love with the Richmond Region Rewards Card. You’ll get FREE Sunday night stays at some of Richmond’s fi nest hotels 
when you stay Friday and Saturday night, plus discounts at the most popular restaurants, shops, and attractions. 

Request your free Card and plan your visit at RichmondRegionRewards.com, 
or call 1-888-RICHMOND. Now that’s easy to love!

VTC10457 SoulofVA.indd   1 6/13/06   3:03:08 PM



ummer camp. To one person, the term 
might bring back blissful memories of warm 
afternoons canoeing a serene lake and meet-
ing sweet-faced, lifelong friends. To another, 
memories of summer camp might bring 
back images of itchy, red mosquito bites, a 

doomed toy boat constructed out of popsicle sticks, and 
a hotdog blackened to an unappetizing crisp in a bonfire. 
If the summer camp of your youth left you homesick and 
uninspired, you can now breathe easy when considering 
the fate of your own child’s camp experience. Introducing 
the most creative and inspiring fun your kid can have in a 
climate-controlled building: art day camps!

Artventure 2006 at the Visual Arts Center of 
Richmond in Richmond, Virgina
 The Visual Arts Center of Richmond boasts nine 
exciting, one-week sessions in its Artventure 2006 day camp. 
Campers from three to eighteen years old can work with 
professional artists in dozens of innovative hands-on workshops. 
“We have children who come all nine weeks of the program,” 
says Terah Sullivan, the Assistant Youth Program Coordinator. 
And it’s no wonder why they keep coming back for more. The 
Artventure 2006 program has several new classes in drawing, 
painting, and photography, such as “Experimental Drawing & 
Painting: Animals;” “Paint & Draw to the Rhythm of the Beat;” 
“Production Illustration: From Daydreams to the Movies;” and 
“Photographic Mosaics.” “In the fiber studio,” says Sullivan, “we 

Summer 

  Artistry:
In the Spotlight and on Display at Virginia Day Camps

By Lindsay A. Félix

[FEAtuREs]
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have introduced ‘Embroidery,’ ‘Fabric Jewelry,’ and ‘Stitch Your 
Life.’” In graphic arts, Artventure 2006 also offers beginning-to 
intermediate-level graphic design courses in which children use 
Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator CS2.
 If you have a young child, how do you know when he or she 
is ready for this type of program? “We believe any child three 
years or older can participate in some area of our program,” says 
Sullivan. “However, parents can introduce their young children 
to our art program by enrolling in our Totventure classes, 
which includes children three to five years old. This class allows 
parents to create art with their child, and hopefully serves as a 
starting point for the child’s exploration of art.”
 If you are trying to determine the classes in which to register 
your child, Sullivan offers some advice: “Consider what 
mediums your child is already interested in and pay attention to 
how your child works. Does he or she prefer detailed projects, 
two-dimensional art making, or three-dimensional work?”
 For more detailed information about class descriptions, class 
schedules, and camp registration, go to the Artventure 2006 
website at www.visarts.org/artventure or call 804-353-0094.

Summer Splash Art Camp and Pied Piper Theater 
Camp at the Center for the Arts in Old Town 
Manassas, Virginia
 The Center for the Arts hosts two summer camp programs 
in which your child can learn to dance the salsa, weave and 
knit, sculpt with clay, and perform a comedy act. All in one 
summer!
 The Summer Splash Art Camp offers four sessions for children 
from ages five to twelve: “Mini Monets,” “Art Explorers,” 
“Sunshine Studios,” and “Vacation Creations.” Louise Noakes, 
the Education Director at Summer Splash, ensures that 
children get personal attention in the art classes by limiting the 
art classes to twelve kids. “We gear our projects more toward 
fine art, but some are more ‘fine crafts,’” says Noakes. “The nice 
thing about what we do is in the last half hour of class we have 
a little opening for the friends and parents of students and they 
get to show off their work.”
 The Pied Piper Theater gives the spotlight to campers from 
five to eighteen years old as they learn all about the craft of 
acting in several exciting classes: “Whodunit? Mystery Theater;” 
“Will Shakespeare’s Excellent Adventure;” “Footlights and 
Fairytales;” “Fantasy Make-up for Fun;” “Comedy Acting 
and Improvisation;” and “How to Audition” are among the 
tantalizing choices for young thespians.
 For more information on the camps at The Center for the 
Arts, visit their website at www.center-for-the-arts.com or call 
703–330-ARTS (2787).

Arts Extreme in Radford, Virginia
 If your child’s interests range from dance to drama, to singing, 
audio engineering, landscape painting, and jewelry making, 

L et your creative spirit run wild 
this summer! Discover a new hobby, 

unleash an unexpected talent, or 
simply allow yourself the peace that 
comes from being totally absorbed 
by a work of art that’s yours alone.
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then the Arts Extreme two-week day camp is 
the place to be. “The philosophy of [our] camp 
is very simple,” says Lucinda McDermott-Pirot, 
Art Extreme’s Artistic Director, “everyone is born 
creative.” In order to bring out this creativity, 
McDermott-Pirot creates what she describes as 
a “nurturing” space in which children feel safe 
to take artistic risks. One way she does this is by 
running the day camp for one two-week session 
from July 10–21. “What makes this program 
unique…is that we are a two-week day camp 
program. The emphasis is on process. It takes 
about a week for a kid to really get into what it 
is they’re doing and…[to] really come into their 
own with it.”
 The focus on process is apparent in the class 
offerings. McDermott-Pirot explains: “In ‘So 
You Want to Be a Rockstar,’ they’ll learn what it 
takes to be a band and to write songs.” Campers 
can bring their own instruments and sing as 
well. Arts Extreme also offers a class about audio 
engineering in which campers will be able to 
record and learn about sound reinforcement.
 For more information about the two-week 
program, visit www.artsxtreme.com or call 540-
831-5800.
 The state of Virginia is a mecca for art 
education. If you’re too old for summer camp 
but you still need artistic inspiration, regional 
classes are by no means restricted to the young. 
Let your creative spirit run wild this summer! 
Discover a new hobby, unleash an unexpected 
talent, or simply allow yourself the peace that 
comes from being totally absorbed by a work of 
art that’s yours alone. You just might find that a 
creative fix is exactly what you, or your children, 
need! 

[FEAtuREs]
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 “The mother who is faithful to the child 

will never be forgotten when honors 

come to her children.” 

reverend, Dr. A. edwin Keigwin

On May 8, 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson paid the 
ultimate tribute to his mother, 
“Jessie” Janet Woodrow 

Wilson, by proclaiming Mother’s Day a 
national holiday:
 Whereas the service rendered the United 
States by the American mother is the 
greatest source of the country’s strength and 
inspiration… Therefore be it Resolved… 
That the President of the United States is 
hereby authorized and requested to issue a 
proclamation calling upon the Government 
officials to display the United states flag on 
all Government buildings, and the people of 
the United States to display the flag at their 
homes or other suitable places, on the second 
Sunday in May, as a public expression of our 
love and reverence for the mothers of our 
country.
 With special church services and sons 
and daughters donning white carnations, 
Mother’s Day was firmly established in the 
American psyche in just a few short years. 
In part, the draw of the holiday represented 
a deep undercurrent in America as it grew 
from a land of rural farms to a land of 
over-crowded cities. It’s easy to imagine 
that Wilson, born in a quiet town of 4,000 
in the Shenandoah Valley, longed for the 
simple pleasures of mom and his childhood 
home as life in the White House grew more 
complex.

Thomas Woodrow Wilson was born in 
Staunton, Virginia on December 28, 1856. 
He was the third child and first son of 
Reverend Joseph Ruggles Wilson and Janet 
Woodrow Wilson. Jessie Wilson expressed 
a particular fondness for young Tommy, 
who would remain, by his own admission, 
a “momma’s boy” until he was “a great big 
fellow.”
 As Wilson left for college, Jessie wrote 
frequently.  She supported all of his 
endeavors, and even reluctantly respected 
his wishes to change his name from Tommy 
to the more mature Woodrow. When Jessie 
Woodrow Wilson died on April 15, 1888, 
at the age of 57, Wilson wrote: “As the 
first shock and acute pain of the great, the 
irreparable blow passes off [,] my heart is 
filling up with the tenderest memories of my 
sweet mother, memories that seem to hallow 
my whole life …”
 To learn more about Wilson’s family life, 
take a trip to his birthplace of Staunton, 
Virginia. Edith Bolling Galt, Wilson’s 
second wife, established the Woodrow 
Wilson Birthplace Foundation here on June 
27, 1938, and restoration of the Wilson 
family home began in 1940. The Woodrow 
Wilson Presidential Library is located in 
historic downtown Staunton, and includes 
a museum, Wilson’s boyhood home, and 
a library with a collection of rare letters, 
documents, and photographs.
 Inside the museum, you can trace 
Wilson’s career from his college studies in 
the 1870s to his ascendance to president 
of the United States in 1912 and beyond. 
For teachers and students, the “Journey Into 
History” program allows students to dress 
in reproduction clothing and to play the 
same games enjoyed by the Wilson children 

in a Victorian Parlor. Students can also 
practice their penmanship in a 19th century 
classroom, complete with worn wooden 
desks and “old-fashioned pen and ink.”
 The heart of the Wilson Library is the 
“Manse,” the original home of Virginia’s 
eighth, and the nation’s 28th, president. 
The red brick home has been historically 
restored, and tours reveal Jessie Wilson’s 
classical guitar, Woodrow Wilson’s crib, 
and the family Bible complete with infant 
Tommy’s birth time proudly scrawled by his 
father.
 The Mother’s Day bill would never have 
reached Wilson’s desk without the assistance 
of Anna Jarvis. Born on May 1, 1864, in 
Webster Taylor County, West Virginia, she 
worked tirelessly after her mother’s death on 
May 9, 1905 to establish the holiday. Paying 
tribute to her mother, Ann Marie Jarvis, she 
wrote countless letters to legislatures and 
never missed a chance to speak in public, 
first to promote Mother’s Day and later to 
protect it from the greeting card and flower 
industries.
 In the spring of 1913, Congress passed 
a bill prompting the tradition of wearing 
white carnations on Mother’s Day. President 
Wilson and his family attended the Central 
Presbyterian Church on May 11, 1913, and 
the New York Times reported, “… each of 
them wore the carnation, the recognized 
emblem of Mother’s Day.” The following 
year, Congress passed the bill establishing 
Mother’s Day as a national holiday, and on 
May 8, 1914, Wilson happily signed it.
 By the time Wilson’s signature paid 
generous tribute to all of America’s mothers, 
his mother had been dead for over twenty-
five years. But Jessie Wilson remained 
foremost in her son’s thoughts, later leading 
him to write:
 My mother was one of the most remarkable 
persons I have ever met. She was so reserved 
that only those in her immediate family could 
have known how lovable she was. I seem 
to feel still the touch of her hand, and the 
sweet steadying influence of her wonderful 
character. I thank God to have had such a 
mother.
 Thanks to the strong influence of his own 
mother in his own life, Woodrow Wilson 
made it possible for mothers throughout the 
country to be recognized for the amazing 
ways they touch each of our lives.

[oP/ED]

Woodrow Wilson
Mother’s Day
By Ronnie D. Lankford, Jr.

“A boy never gets over his boyhood.” Thomas Woodrow Wilson
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It’s All on I-81
By Kelley r. Taylor

[FEAtuREs]  routes in Virginia

icture college students, 
truckers, apple orchards, a 
country singer’s home and a 
winery with a 200-foot barrel 
cave beneath it. Add 325 miles 

of countryside, mountains, dynamic cities 
and towns, and you have Interstate 81, 
one of the most well traveled roadways in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. Nearly 50 
years after construction of this route began, 
I-81 has it all. Controversy, development, 
history, education, and about 21 towns 
and 12 cities make the longest interstate 
in Virginia an interesting exploration.
 Where to begin? If food and wine, black 
history and neon lights are your style, stop 
off I-81 in Roanoke, Virginia. Among 
many places of interest, you’ll find an 
inviting winery, a historic school turned 

museum, and an abundant farmers’ 
market.
 Eight years ago, developers of Roanoke’s 
Valhalla Winery began digging with a 
bulldozer and created a 200-foot cave. 
Nestled 60 feet below the vineyard, the 
striking Valhalla Barrel Cave was built to 
age and store hundreds of barrels of wine. 
From April to December, Valhalla Winery 
offers wine tasting and provides a variety 
of vintages for discriminating pallets. 
Both the winery and barrel cave are open 
to visitors.
 if wine has you in the mood for fresh 
food and shopping, the Roanoke City 
Market is the place to go. Organized over 
one hundred years ago, the city market is 
the oldest, continuously operating, open-
air farmers’ market in Virginia. Visitors 

can enjoy flowers, plants, crafts, fresh 
vegetables, and fruits from nearly 70 sellers. 
The surrounding area features various 
restaurants serving a wide assortment of 
cuisine. Open Monday through Saturday 
from 5:00 am to 6:30 pm, the farmers’ 
market is a popular destination.
 Once you’ve had your fill of food 
and drink, take time to appreciate the 
Harrison Museum of African American 
Culture. Housed in Roanoke’s former first 
public high school for black students, the 
museum offers a visitor the opportunity 
to enhance his or her knowledge of 
African American culture. The building 
was constructed in 1916, and once inside, 
guests can see photographs and artifacts 
and listen to remarkable stories. The 
museum also sponsors a festival the last 
Saturday in September to commemorate 
African traditions. If you wish to visit 
the museum, its hours of operation are 
Tuesday through Saturday from 1:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm.
 if you’re in a hurry or you’re simply 
too tired to step out of your car, a trip 
down I-81 in the Roanoke area offers a 
remarkable view of a 100-foot tall blazing 
neon star. Nestled atop Mill Mountain, this 
massive monument shines every evening 
until midnight with 17,500 watts of red, 
white and blue neon lights. One of the 
largest man-made illuminated stars in the 
world, the Roanoke Star is an uncommon 
sight overlooking the Roanoke valley.
 Though completely appealing, Roanoke 
is just one of the many cities easily accessed 
from I-81. Staunton, Virginia also offers 
something special. Once the capital of 
Virginia (though for only 17 days in 1781), 
Staunton is home to the Woodrow Wilson 
Presidential Library and the Museum of 
American Frontier Culture.
 on a family bible page in the 
woodrow wilson birthplace and 
Museum, a visitor can find the 
scrawled news that Thomas 
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Woodrow Wilson, America’s 28th 
President, was born “at 12 o’clock at 
night.” The entry, penned by Wilson’s 
father on December 28, 1856, is one of 
the fascinating pieces of history on display 
at the refurbished house. This site is open 
to visitors seven days a week. Next to 
Wilson’s birthplace, those interested in 
learning more about this president, who is 
well remembered for social and economic 
reform, can enter the Woodrow Wilson 
Presidential Library. Though research can 
only be done by appointment, the library 
offers an amazing archive of photographs 
and other materials documenting Wilson’s 
legacy. This National Historic Landmark 
commemorating Wilson is also enhanced 
by an 18th century boxwood garden. 
Browse the Internet at woodrowwilson.org 
for more information.
 if you have an insatiable hunger 
for times past, put on your walking 
shoes and experience the Museum of 
American Frontier Culture. Also located 
in Staunton, the museum is a 78-acre park 
displaying original farms and houses that 
belonged to 18th century immigrants. 
Authentic German, Scottish and English 
farms are available for viewing, and 
visitors can view a typical day of life for the 
immigrants thanks to re-enactments by 
costumed performers. Open daily from 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm, with shorter 
hours in the fall and closures 
on Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Years Day, the 
Museum of American 
Frontier Culture 

offers special programs and tours. It also 
has a museum store with handcrafted 
souvenirs to commemorate settlers’ days 
gone by.
 If you’re already familiar with Roanoke 
and Staunton, I-81 can take you to lesser-
known locales that boast rich history and 
offer interesting activities. Winchester, 
Virginia, famed since the early 1900’s 
as the “apple capital,” has festivals and 
parades honoring this economically vital 
fruit. Winchester is also the birthplace of 
famed country singer Patsy Cline, who 
died tragically in a plane crash in 1963. 
Visitors can take a driving tour to see 
Cline’s birthplace and learn more about 
this popular singer. 
 Another “must do” stop off I-81 is 
the Shenandoah Valley area. Wineries, 
caverns, markets, museums, cozy inns, 
and stunning views all make this region a 
favorite segment of any itinerary.
 beyond the sights that frame this 
stretch of highway, I-81 has its own story. 
According to the Virginia Department of 
Transportation 

(VDOT), nearly one-third of all college 
students in Virginia travel I-81 to assorted 
universities and colleges, including James 
Madison University, Radford University, 
The Virginia Military Institute, and Mary 
Baldwin College. Additionally, thanks to 
a stretch from Tennessee to the United 
States-Canada border, I-81 is among 
the top eight regular routes for truckers 
in the U.S. With tourists and traveling 
Virginians amounting to up to 60,000 
drivers per day, I-81 has been the subject 
of numerous VDOT initiatives over the 
last fifteen or so years. Designation as a 
Highway Safety Corridor and installation 
of rumble strips, overhead message signs for 
communication, cameras, new guardrails, 
rock fences, and highway noise walls have 
all improved certain problems along this 
stretch of road, and have also been the 
source of much debate concerning how 
best to upgrade and expand the roadway.
 Whatever your view of the traffic, 
growth and development, there’s no doubt 
I-81 has it all—even it’s own website: I-

81.org. Take some time to check it out.
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Scenic Swinging:  
     A Day of Golf at the Homestead

[FEAtuREs]  routes in Virginia
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ate spring of this year was maybe my ninth or tenth 
visit to the Homestead, that wonderful oasis located 
in Bath County, Virginia. This trip was my first visit 
specifically geared toward playing golf at the Cascades, 
one of the more celebrated courses in the country. Golf 

Digest Magazine rates the Cascades course number 48 out of the 
top 100 golf courses in the United States. In short, the course is a 
gorgeous, well laid out 18 holes, which is challenging for even the 
experienced golfer.
 Often referred to as “one of the best mountain courses in the 
country,” those responsible for constructing and maintaining the 
Cascades view it as a ‘thinking man’s course.’ “You can’t always 
shoot for the flag, this course calls for shot making,” remarks 
Sam Snead, celebrated PGA tour pro and one-time Cascades golf 
professional. He adds that a person who “… [plays] and [scores] 
well at the Cascades,… can play [golf ] anywhere in the world.”
 The Cascades was built in 1923 and is located about four miles 
from the Homestead Resort. A convenient ten minute shuttle 
from the hotel will help you make your tee time. The course is 
6,679 yards in length, not terribly long by today’s golf course 
standards. Par here is a round of 70, and shooting that 70 can be 
difficult. The breath-taking scenery means finding the necessary 
concentration for your next swing can be tricky!
 The tight, small greens of the Cascades have hosted seven 
United States Amateur Golf Association Championships (USGA), 
including the US Women’s National Open. In 2000, it was the 
host course for the USGA mid-amaeteur championships, an event 
for top US players age 30 and over who have maintained their 
amateur status.
 In 2004, the Cascades was the venue for the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association Division 1 Men’s Championship. The number 
of national amateur events that have taken place at this golf course 
is in keeping with the overall Homestead golf promotion strategy, 
which involves hosting high-level amateur golf while stressing 

family golf involvement at the resort’s other two courses.
 Less competitive visitors will prefer the “Old Course,” to the 
Cascades. These 18 holes are constructed directly around the 
Homestead. The open layout provides the perfect buffer for 
“errant” golf shots, and at 6,277 yards at a par 72, this course is 
markedly shorter. For added appeal, the “Old Course” boasts the 
oldest first tee in continuous use in the country, which dates back 
to 1892.
 The Lower Cascades course was designed by famous golf 
architect Robert Trent Jones and first opened in 1963. The lower 
course is 6,762 yards and a par 72, and is designed to accommodate 
both competition and family play. Women especially prefer this 
course, according to Don Ryder, the Homestead director of golf. 
The lower course is located roughly seven and a half miles from 
the resort property. Two streams run through the Lower Cascades, 
making it very scenic to enjoy and to play.
 The Homestead is a luxury resort that has been in Virginia since 
1766. Venturing to this secluded haven is a retreat well worth 
taking. Whether you have 4 o’clock tea on the front porch, simply 
relax in your room, or get outside to enjoy your lovely surroundings, 
you know you have arrived some place special when you visit the 
Homestead. The 20 US presidents who have vacationed here can’t 
have been wrong! The remarkable golf courses fringing the resort 
are only one small part of what makes the Homestead a unique 
experience for all people of all ages.
 A number of golf packages are available to suit your needs: 
check out the Homestead website at www.thehomestead.com

Note: The Homestead is a three-hour drive from Virginia’s capital city of Richmond. 

L
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Gloria Redman once dreamed of owning a 
business where people would love coming to 
work each day. She envisioned an environment 
that would encourage and empower its 

employees to rise to their fullest potential, a place where 
each worker could assume a position of leadership and 
thrive in every endeavor. Redman has made her dream 
come true. The aptly named and hugely successful Triumph 
Technologies, Incorporated has been on the rise for nearly 
20 years.
 Owned and operated by Gloria Redman, Triumph 
Technologies is an information technology, security 
support, and project management corporation whose home 
base is Falls Church, Virginia. Thanks to much hard work 
and an unfaltering perseverance, Redman’s vision has now 
taken the shape of a $25 million company busily buzzing 
with 260 dedicated employees and four offices that span 
the country.
 Gloria Redman was born and raised in Los Angeles, 
California, and she spent 23 years as a United States Army 
intelligence officer. She is also a disabled veteran. Prior 
to serving in the military, she received her undergraduate 
degree in English and Journalism at Pepperdine University 
in Malibu, California. She went on to receive a Master’s 
degree in Political Science and International Relations 
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and 
completed postgraduate studies at Harvard University’s 
School of Government.
 Redman saw an opportunity to make her dream come 
true at the onset of the technology revolution in the late 
1980’s. “I always wanted to go into business for myself, and 
when IT became the big rage, that’s what I decided to do,” 
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A Dream Realized:

By Stacy M. Brooks
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states Redman, who is Triumph Technology’s President and 
Chief Executive Officer.
 Virginia was Redman’s home when she founded Triumph 
Technologies in 1988, and she finds that being Virginia-
based has many advantages for a small business owner. 
“Virginia is progressive in the opportunities [it] offer[s] for 
small businesses. The state supports small businesses and 
promotes entrepreneurship,” emphasizes Redman. “This 
state also has great schools, civic organizations, and a very 
rich heritage. There’s a lot to be done here,” she adds.
 Triumph Technologies, Incorporated strives to provide 
all aspects of Information technology services, and focuses 
on three key areas based on the current industry and 
marketplace. These include system integration; database and 
tracking management; and web development. Triumph’s 
security support offering helps clients manage risks associated 
with physical and data security. The company additionally 
provides project management, and has contracts with major 
federal government agencies such as the State Department, 
the US Agency for International 
Development, and the Department 
of Energy. Just last year Triumph 
Technologies began to gain ground 
in the commercial market, with 
the ultimate aim of a well-balanced 
portfolio of clients.
 One of Redman’s primary goals 
was to create a positive working 
environment for her employees. “I 
had a lot of support, opportunities, 
and mentors who helped me reach 
my dreams. This is my way of 
giving back,” notes Redman.
 Providing a positive workplace 
means promoting diversity, and 
Redman states that her company 
represents the world. She also 
fosters leadership development 
among her staff. “Triumph 
Technologies represents what a 
21st century company should be, 
in that we work as a team and we 
all bring our individual strengths to the company. On any 
given day anyone can step us as a leader,” insists Redman. 
“Everyone in this company is a leader.” Redman credits 
much of Triumph’s success to the key staff of officers; she 
calls them “… outstanding in their areas of expertise…”
 According to Jose Sanchez, Triumph’s Director of 
Operations, Redman does not just speak her vision; she 
lives her vision. “She often states that she did not start this 
company to make money, but to create an environment in 
which everyone has an opportunity to develop skills and 

leadership abilities that lead to their individually defined 
successes,” says Sanchez.
 Gloria Redman has never let anything stop her from 
achieving her dream of entrepreneurship. She started on 
a shoestring budget, and 20 years later her business is a 
tremendous success. The road was winding, and according 
to Redman, entrepreneurship is not for everyone. She offers 
advice for those who are potentially business-bound: “You 
have to have a dream, go for it, share it with others, and take 
the good with the bad,” she cautions. “You will have a fire in 
your belly and nothing will stop you.”
 Redman has received numerous awards and honors 
throughout her professional life. In 2000 she was a recipient 
of the 25 Influential Minority Women in Business Awards 
given by the Minority Business Professionals Network. 
Triumph Technologies, Incorporated was honored by the 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce as one of the Fantastic 
50 in 2003, and in the same year the company received 
an Award of Excellence from the Assistant Secretary of 

State at the Department of State. In 
2005, Triumph received the Patriotic 
Employer award from the National 
Committee for Employer Support of 
the Guard & Reserve for their support 
of employee participation in America’s 
National Guard and Reserve Force. In 
2006, Redman received the award for 
Top Technology Entrepreneur at the 
20th annual Black Engineer of the Year 
Awards Conference.
 Gloria Redman has a wide reach 
of leadership. She supports charitable 
organizations in Northern Virginia and 
in Washington, DC, and she has served 
on several boards including the George 
Mason University Diversity Advisory 
Board and the NASA Minority Board 
Resource Advisory Committee. She 
currently serves on the Board of the 
Virginia Public Safety Foundation, 
and she is Chair of the Parren Mitchell 
Foundation for Education and Talent 

Development.
 “[Redman is] always willing to sacrifice herself for others, 
[and so] she has earned the respect and admiration of her 
employees, associates, and business partners.  She has created 
an environment that liberates her employee’s creative spirit, 
which is the life of entrepreneurship,” comments Sanchez. 
Gloria Redman is indeed an inspiration in the world of 
business.

Providing a positive 
workplace means 

promoting diversity, and 
Redman states that her 
company represents the 
world. She also fosters 

leadership development 
among her staff.

Sponsored by The Department of Minority Business Enterprise • Director Stacy Burrs • 200-202 N. 9th St., 11th Floor, Richmond, Virginia 23219
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[CoNCiERgE’s guiDEbooK]  events

Virginia  Calendar of  Events
August 2006

Aug. 1
GENERAL MCCLELLAN’S 1862 
CIVIL WAR HEADQUARTERS AT 
HARRISON’S LANDING. tour historic 
berkeley Plantation, gen. McClellan’s head-
quarters and supply base for 140,000 Union 
soldiers in July and August 1862. Imagine 
the life and times of the Civil war soldier on 
this special tour. Enjoy a guided tour of the 
1726 mansion, Civil War museum, film and 
visit to the monument where Gen. Butterfield 
composed “taps.” Refreshments are served. 
Reservations are required. $. 9 a.m.-11 a.m. 
(804) 829–6018, (888) 466–6018. Web 
site: www.berkeleyplantation.com.

Aug. 1–31
SEED TO STALK. At 
Jamestown settlement and 
the Yorktown Victory Center, 
explore American agricul-
ture of the 17th and 18th 
centuries. throughout the 
month, visitors can try their 
hand at tending and watering 
gardens and learn about the 
many practical uses of herbs 
and plants. $17/adults; 
$8.25/children 6–12. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. (757) 253–4838, 
(888) 593–4682. Web site: 
www.historyisfun.org.

Aug. 2–31
PICK YOUR OWN BLACKBERRIES. we have end-
less fields of blackberries at Hill Top Berry Farm & Winery 
in beautiful Nelson County. Come savor the berries and the 
experience of picking ripe, juicy blackberries while enjoying 
the great outdoors. Wed.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1–5 p.m. 
(434) 361–1266, (800) 282–8223. E-mail: hilltop1@ntelos.
net. web site: www.hilltopberrywine.com.

Aug. 4–5
CARTER FAMILY TRADITIONAL MUSIC FESTI-
VAL. this music festival is presented by Janette Carter in 
honor of the original Carter family, the first family of country 
music, and commemorates the historic 1927 Bristol record-
ing sessions. Visit the Carter Family Museum in the old gen-
eral store building or the recently restored original cabin that 
was the birthplace of A.P. Carter. $5. 2–11 p.m. (276)386-
9480, (276)386-6054. Web site: www.carterfamilyfold.org.

Aug. 5
AMRHEIN WINE CELLAR’S BLENDING RED WINE FESTIVAL. Come learn the art of blending red wine. Join our winemaker, steve 
bolleter, and spend an afternoon immersed in the art of creating wine. bring a picnic lunch and enjoy the scenic views while listening to live entertain-
ment. $, includes souvenir glass and tastings; free/children under 12. 1–5 p.m. (540) 929–4632. E-mail: info@roanokewine.com. Web site: www.
amrheinwinecellar.com.

Aug. 5
HORSE RIDGE FILM FESTIVAL. 
October Sky will be shown at the 8th 
annual horse Ridge Film Festival at the 
Peluso’s Farm in indian Valley. the fun 
begins with live music. A concession, 
offering soft drinks, popcorn and other 
food, will be available. Festival goers 
are encouraged to bring something to 
sit on. Free; donations are accepted 
to help defray the expenses. 6:30 
p.m.-midnight. (540) 789–4015, (540) 
392–4130, (540) 789–4100. E-mail: 
horseridgefilmfest@swva.net. Web site: 
www.indiancreekcabins.com/hRFF.html.

Aug. 5–6
BLACKBERRY HARVEST 
FESTIVAL AT HILL TOP BER-
RY FARM & WINERY. Pick your 
own blackberries or taste wine, visit 
craft vendors, listen to music. bring 
a picnic or purchase food. Enjoy the 
scenery at the edge of the beauti-
ful blue Ridge Mountains in Nelson 
County. $15, includes logo glass Sat., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1–5 p.m. (434) 
361–1266, (800) 282–8223. E-mail: 
hilltop1@ntelos.net. Web site: www.
hilltopberrywine.com.

Aug. 5–26
STARLIGHT CINEMA DRIVE-IN MOVIES. For 
those who remember taking a date or the whole family, 
kids and all, to a drive-in movie, here is a chance to 
relive the good old days; for those who came along too 
late for the drive-in era, it’s an opportunity to sample 
this old-fashioned fun. Every saturday in August, watch 
movies on the big screen from the comfort of your car or 
from beneath a canopy of stars in a designated seating 
area. Trinity Center Parking. Free. 7:30–9:30 p.m. (703) 
324–7469. Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks.

Aug. 6
CARLYLE HOUSE-
WARMING. Music, 
refreshments and costumed 
interpreters bring Carlyle 
house alive, recalling when 
John Carlyle and his bride, 
sarah Fairfax, moved into 
their new mansion in 1753. 
this beautiful, country manor-
style house is the city’s 
earliest documented house 
and the finest example of this 
architectural period. Noon-4 
p.m. (703) 549–2997. Web 
site: www.carlylehouse.org.

Aug. 7–12
VIRGINIA PEACH FESTIVAL. Begun in 1988 to recognize and promote the ag-
riculture of Patrick County, for the first time we will celebrate the first annual week of 
Peach Festival events. the kickoff event will be a Miss and little Miss Virginia Peach 
Festival Pageant followed by a mountain music cookout. on sat., to wrap it up, join us 
for the Peach Street Fair. Rotary Field. $. 5–9 p.m. (276) 694–6012. Web site: www.
patrickchamber.com.

Aug. 8–29
suMMER iN bluE CoNCERt sERiEs. Every tuesday, enjoy a concert series by the usAF heritage of America band 
at Langley Air Force Base, Memorial Park. Free. (757) 764–2931, (757) 762–2934, (800) 800–2202.

Aug. 11
FREE 
FRIDAYS—ART 
MUSEUM OF 
WESTERN 
VIRGINIA
Enjoy the Art Mu-
seum galleries free 
of charge!

August
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Go beyond these walls!

The nation’s heritage begins 
and continues with you.

Thomas Jefferson (3rd)
Monticello
Charlottesville,
(434) 984-9822
www.monticello.org

Woodrow Wilson (28th)
Presidential Library 
& Birthplace
Staunton, 
(540) 885-0897
www.woodrowwilson.org

James Monroe (5th)
Ash lawn- 
Highland
Charlottesville,
(434) 293-9539
www.ashlawnhighland.org

John Tyler (10th)
Sherwood
Forest Plantation
Charles City, 
(804) 282-1441
www.sherwoodforest.org

George Washington (1st)
Mount Vernon 
Estates
Mount Vernon, 
(703) 780-2000
www.mountvernon.org

James Madison (4th)
Montpelier
Orange, 
(540) 672-2728
www.montpelier.org

William Henry Harrison (9th)

Berkeley 
Plantation
Charles City, 
(804) 829-6018
www.berkeleyplantation.com

3rd

4th

9th

1st

28th

5th

10th

Come toVirginia & Visit 
Historic Homes of  
7 presidents.
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