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Become an FBI Special Agent.
We are currently seeking Special Agent
candidates in the following critical skill
areas: Intelligence experience 
• Computer Science or IT • Engineering
• Physical Science • Accounting/
Finance • Law • Law Enforcement or
other Investigative experience • Military
experience • or Foreign Language
(Arabic, Chinese - all dialects, Farsi,
Hebrew, Hindi, Japanese, Korean,
Pashtu, Punjabi, Russian, Spanish,
Urdu, and Vietnamese).

To qualify for the position of FBI Special
Agent, you must possess a four-year
college degree plus three years of
professional work experience; be
available for assignment anywhere in
the FBI’s jurisdiction; be between the
ages of 23 and 36; and be in excellent
physical condition with the ability to
pass a rigorous physical fitness test.

Or join us in one of our 
Professional Staff positions.
Our Professional Staff possess a myriad
of specialized experience including the
collection and dissemination of

intelligence information as well 
as analyzing and deciphering
communications in order to keep 
our nation safe. Explore our variety 
of opportunities from entry level to
senior management.

• Security Specialist • Auditor • Budget
Analyst • Electrical Engineer • Technical
Information Specialist • Investigative
Specialist • IT Specialist • Automotive
Worker • Administrative Specialist 
• Management and Program Analyst 
• Logistics Management Specialist 
• Electronic Technician • and many more. 

Please visit our Web site for complete
details. Positions are added daily.

Apply online today at: www.FBIjobs.gov

You must be a U.S. citizen and consent 
to a complete background investigation,
drug test, and polygraph as a
prerequisite for employment. Only 
those candidates determined to be 
best qualified will be contacted to
proceed in the selection process. 

The FBI is an equal opportunity employer.

“I’ve always admired my mother. Not only for the person she is, but for the
work she does. I’m proud that she is making our country, and the world, a
better place. That’s why I followed in her footsteps and also became an FBI
Special Agent.”

www.FBIjobs.gov
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Virginia is characterized by four distinctly different seasons, and autumn 
is my favorite. Autumn requires close observation; change is every-
where you look, and is as subtle as a newly arrived red berry and as 

dramatic as leaves ablaze on the mountainside. The transformations that surround 
us this season are extraordinary. This is harvest season, and the bounty is large 
and sometimes surprising. Soul of Virginia’s autumn issue highlights change: past 
change that shaped our commonwealth, and future change that can keep our com-
munity healthy.

As Virginia’s young students file through school doors for another year of learning, 
we invite you to take a journey back in time, to remember that education is not 
just a routine requirement, but rather the precious result of a long, arduous battle 
for civil rights. This battle is memorialized in a trail throughout the state, and its 
history is inspiring a sculpture that will soon grace Richmond’s Capital Square.

This issue provides an opportunity to rethink just about everything. Flip through 
the pages and encounter the Dismal Swamp as you’ve never seen it. Take a new 
look at the way you eat; you might be surprised to learn that you don’t have to be 
a farmer to regularly savor local produce. Reconsider the map of Virginia, with 
historical regions outlined by railroads and music. These are just a few of the top-
ics in this issue.

�007 marks Jamestown’s 400th anniversary. Soul of Virginia celebrates this impres-
sive benchmark with a series of articles on Jamestown throughout the anniversary 
year. We invite you to read and reflect on the roots of this country, you can start 
this month by learning about the legacy of Virginia’s three parent cultures.

Many exciting Soul of Virginia projects are coming to fruition. We are in the pro-
cess of developing a Know Your History…Know Your Story essay and poetry writ-
ing contest, a competition open to all Virginia high school students. The contest 
is designed to inspire young people to investigate and express their own unique 
link to history, using critical inquiry and interviews. Soul of Virginia eagerly awaits 
student submissions.

Soul of Virginia launched an African American business trade mission to England 
this September, where several attendees were exposed to critical business insights. 
London’s black business community forms a vital part of its economy, as the city 
is home to more than 10,000 black-owned private sector businesses. London’s Af-
rican American businesses generate an annual turnover that exceeds £4.5 billion, 
and provide more than 70,000 jobs to the city’s economy. The London Develop-
ment Agency is London’s economic development body. It is one of nine regional 
development centers in England and is a vital link for Soul of Virginia to London’s 
black business community. Attendees will spend a week participating in confer-
ences, briefings, and networking events, and will have the chance to learn about 
African American history and culture in the United Kingdom’s capital city. An 
article summarizing this informative trip will be available in a future issue!

As autumn unfolds, take a moment to appreciate the remarkable legacy of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. Find time to sit on your porch swing and notice the 
leaves, the clear blue sky, the birds in migratory flight. Consider the many levels 
of change that touch our lives-daily, seasonally, and across the broad span of his-
tory. We have much to be thankful for this harvest season. I am deeply honored 
to be Soul of Virginia’s new associate editor, and I look forward to many changing 
seasons with you.

Best Wishes,
Maria Frostic

Associate Editor
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It  is always difficult for one genera-
tion to appreciate the struggles faced by an-
other. Today, the commonwealth of Virginia 
guarantees 1� years of education to any child, 
regardless of his or her gender or race. No 
child currently attending Virginia schools can 
remember a time when only the sons of privi-
leged land and business owners were allowed 
to attend school. They don’t remember a time 
when the “separate but equal” doctrine segre-
gated African American and white students, 
and today’s students have to be reminded of a 
time when women had very few opportunities 
in higher education.

Today’s students take many other things for 
granted. How many are aware that students—
just like themselves—once attended one-room 
schoolhouses, without electricity or running 
water? How many can conceptualize a winter 
classroom, whose only warmth is provided by 
the wood the older students cut? And who 
today can imagine a school with no indoor 
plumbing, where students rely on a privy or 
outhouse?

In early Virginia history, education was a luxu-
ry for a privileged minority who could afford to 
pay a tutor to teach their children. Poor white 
and black children worked on family farms, 
and many received no education at all. Even as 
Virginians grew to appreciate the value of edu-
cation, the education system often neglected 
non-white and non-male students. A journey 
into Virginia’s history reminds us that receiving 
an education was very often a dignified strug-

gle for both African Americans and women. 
This journey into history is not just a leap of 
the mind; anyone can walk the Civil Rights in 
Education Heritage Trail, and physically visit 
the relics of another era in education.

ciVil rights in education 
heritage trail
The Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail 
is a self-guided trail located in southern Vir-
ginia. The trail stretches from Appomattox 
and Buckingham to Chesterfield County and 
Petersburg; it covers 300 miles, 300 years of 
history, and includes 41 historic sites. Com-
memorated by plaque, each site celebrates a 
school, an event, or a community leader who 
played a pivotal role in education. The trail’s 
best-known site is R.R. Moton High School in 
Prince Edward County, the location where stu-
dents, fed up with the appalling inequality of 
“separate but equal,” walked out on April �3, 
1951. Later, the case would become part of the 
landmark Brown vs. The Board of Education 
of Topeka trial in 1954.

The Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail 
is designed as a self-guided two-day trip, but it 
is very easy to visit only a small portion of the 
trail or to include a trail site with other vacation 
plans. The following list is a short sampling of 
the legacy of this multifaceted trail.

farmVille female academY
While many Virginians are familiar with Long-
wood University, few know of the college’s long 
history as a female academy dating back to 
March 5, 1839. The first cornerstone for Farm-
ville Female Seminary Association was laid in 
184�, resulting in a building known today as 

Ruffner Hall. In 1884, the school was turned 
over to the state of Virginia and changed its 
name to the State Female Normal School in 
Farmville, with Dr. W.H. Ruffner serving 
as its president. The Normal School was the 
first state college for women in Virginia, and 
in 19�7 it was named one of 1� outstanding 
state teacher colleges in the United States. The 
school became Longwood College in 1949, and 
was renamed Longwood University in �00�.

carVer-price school and 
mozella J.  price
Mozella J. Price served as the County Super-
visor of Negro Schools in Appomattox from 
1919 to 1963, and he played a central role in 
establishing an African-American high school 
in Appomattox. The high school’s first ses-
sion was held during the 19�0s at First Baptist 
Church. A small frame building known as “Lit-
tle Carver” had been constructed in 19�8 and 
was used for school lessons; this was replaced by 
a four-room brick building that was dedicated 
in May of 1930. At that time, the Appomat-
tox County Training School had 75 students 
and two teachers. In 1933, Stephen Thornton 
became the first student to receive his diplo-
ma. The school continued to grow, changing 
its name to George Washington Carver High 
School in 1934, and its students excelled in 
football, baseball, and track. The school added 
1� classrooms, a gymnasium, and a cafeteria in 
1951, and, the following year during a dedica-
tion ceremony, the school was renamed Carver 
Price in honor of Mozelle Price’s work on be-
half of the school. Carver Price continued to 
operate as a segregated school until 1970.

YOU WOULDN’T MISS SCHOOL FOR ANYTHING; IT WAS VERY, VERY IMPORTANT, WEATHER HAD ABSOLUTELY NO 

EFFECT ON US. WE CAME RAIN OR SHINE OR IN SNOW. AND IT WAS SO EXCITING COMING TO SCHOOL…EVEN IF YOU 

COULDN’T GET BACK HOME IN A SNOW STORM, YOU STILL CAME TO SCHOOL. — HORTENSE BOULDIN

V I RG I N I A  N E W S

ciVil rights in 
education heritage trail

BY RONALD LANKFORD, JR.
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A P P O M AT T O X  C O U N T Y 
1 Winonah Camp/Mozella Price 

Home
 Rt. 460, 1.1 mi. east of Appomattox

2 Carver-Price School
 0.4 mile from west terminus of U.S. Rt. 460

3 Education in 1800’s Rural Virginia
 Rt. 24, 1.1 miles east of U.S. Rt. 460 Bypass

B U C K I N G H A M  C O U N T Y 
4 One-Room Schoolhouse
 Rt. 690 South, across from Lee Wayside

5 Carter G. Woodson Birthplace
 Rt. 670, east of Rt. 15 in New Canton

C U M B E R L A N D  C O U N T Y
6 Hamilton High School
 Rt. 45 at intersection of 690

7 Rosenwald School at New Hope 
Church

 1.5 miles west of Cartersville on Rt. 45

8 Jackson Davis
 Cumberland CH on U.S. Rt. 60

A M E L I A  C O U N T Y
9 Russell Grove Presbyterian Church 

and School
 8701 Otterburn Rd.

10 Mrs. Samantha Jane Neil
 16501 Church St., across from Courthouse

C H E S T E R F I E L D  C O U N T Y 
11 Virginia State University
 River Road, just west of Colonial Heights

P E T E R S B U R G 
12 Earliest Known Public High School
 NE corner of Harrison and Fillmore streets

13 McKenney Library
 137 S. Sycamore St.

14 The Peabody-Williams School
 629 South Jones St.

D I N W I D D I E  C O U N T Y 

15 Southside Virginia Training Center
 26317 W. Washington St. (U.S. Rt. 1)

16 Rocky Branch School
 Terminus of Rt. 636 in Sutherland

17 Early Education
 14101 Boydton Plank Rd. (U.S. Rt. 1)

N O T T O W AY  C O U N T Y 

18 Blackstone Female Institute
 College and Fourth streets

19 Mt. Nebo Church
 Rt. 614 south and Rt. 659

20 Ingleside Training Institute
 Terminus of Miller St. at Burkeville 

Elementary School

L U N E N B U R G  C O U N T Y 
21 The People’s Community Center
 1021 Tidewater Ave.

22 St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
 Rt. 630, 0.5 south of U.S. Rt. 360

P R I N C E  E D W A R D  C O U N T Y 
23 Prince Edward County Public 

Schools
 Rt. 628 at U.S. Rt. 15

24 R. R. Moton High School
 Griffi n Blvd. and Main St. (U.S. Rt. 15)

25 Farmville Female Seminary
 High St., Farmville

26 First Baptist Church
 100 S. Main St., at Fourth St., Farmville

27 Beulah AME Church
 115 S. Main St. at Fourth St

28 Hampden-Sydney 
College

 Rt. 133 and right on Rt. 692

C H A R L O T T E  C O U N T Y 
29 Southside Virginia Com-

munity College
 Rt. 40 east of U.S. Rt. 360

30 Charlotte County Library
 LeGrande Ave. at Rt. 40

31 Salem School
 Rt. 632 and Rt. 608, Red Oak

H A L I F A X  C O U N T Y 
32 Meadville Community 

Center
 Rt. 360, west onto Rt. 57

33 Mary M. Bethune High 
School

 201 Cowford Rd.

34 Washington-Coleman 
Elementary School

 1927 Jeffress Blvd

M E C K L E N B U R G
C O U N T Y 
35 Mizpah Church
 308 Ragland St., South Boston

36 Thyne Institute
 Rt. 49 and Rt. 47 in Chase City

37 Boydton Academic and 
Bible Institute

 U.S. Rt. 58, west of Boydton

B R U N S W I C K  C O U N T Y
38 Southside Virginia 

Community College
 Christanna Campus
 Rt. 46 and U.S. Rt. 1, Alberta

39 Saint Paul’s College
  Rt. 46 N from U.S. Rt. 58

40 Hospital and School of the Good 
Shepherd

 Rt. 681, first right off U.S. Rt. 58 south of 
Lawrenceville

41 Fort Christanna
 Off Rt. 46 south first right onto Rt. 686

Maps of the Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail are available 
at any Virginia Welcome Center, and can also be obtained by 
calling 1-804-786-2801. More information can also be found 
online at www.varetreat.com.

union groVe school
Union Grove is the fourth site on the trail and 
can be found in a historical village outside of 
Buckingham Courthouse. Although the build-
ing has been moved from its original site, the 
one-room schoolhouse is the original Union 
Grove School. In 19�5, Union Grove Church 
founded the school on land donated by an Af-
rican-American farmer and storeowner. Parents 
of teachers cut and milled the lumber for the 
school, and teachers, primarily women, taught 
a student body that ranged from �0 to 35 stu-
dents. Subjects included geography, math, his-
tory, reading, and writing, and older students 
would help younger students with their les-
sons. There was no electricity; kerosene lamps 
and the building’s windows provided the only 
light. At first students walked to school, and 
in later years they rode on segregated buses. 
Union Grove closed in 1964 when Bucking-
ham’s 1� one-room schools consolidated.

carter g. Woodson Birthplace
Educator Carter G. Woodson was born on 
December 19, 1875, in the northern region of 
Buckingham County known as New Canton. 
His parents, Anne Eliza, known as Riddle, and 

James Henry Woodson, were former slaves, 
and neither could read or write. Woodson left 
Buckingham at age 17, and after attending a 
number of schools, he became the second Af-
rican American to graduate with a doctorate 
degree from Harvard University.

Woodson would spend the remainder of his 
life teaching throughout the United States and 
abroad, from Fayette County, West Virginia 
to the Philippines, and he wrote several books 
and articles. In Chicago, he established the 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and 
History, and he founded the Journal of Negro 
History. In 19�6, Woodson set up Negro His-
tory Week, a celebration that in 1976 would 
become Black History Month. While nothing 
remains of the Woodson home place, a plaque 
commemorates this Virginian’s accomplish-
ments in the field of education.

a trip BacK in time
Looking back at the struggles of a previous 
generation may seem like a daunting task, but 
the Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail 
provides a platform for easy, interesting learn-
ing. For those living in Amelia, Appomattox, 

Farmville, and the surrounding counties, you’re 
only a Sunday drive away from a treasure trove 
of Virginia education history. Although two of 
the sites I visited—the Union Grove School 
and Carver Price High School—have yet to be 
transformed into operating museums, they are 
nonetheless commemorated by plaques and 
visitors can view the exteriors of these historic 
buildings.

Each visit, whether to the well-known R.R. 
Moton High School site, or to a one-room 
schoolhouse from nearly 100 years ago, can 
help us better understand the sacrifices of our 
forefathers. These sacrifi ces, carefully preserved 
on the Civil Rights in Educational Heritage 
Trail, are too important to forget. Spend some 
time along the trail, and allow a moment of 
reflection for Virginia’s long and winding road 
to educational freedom. Perhaps along the trail 
you’ll discover a newfound appreciation for 
the boundless educational opportunities avail-
able to you today.
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What do you know about James 
Monroe? Perhaps you know 

him as the fifth President of the United States. 
Perhaps you recall that he articulated the Mon-
roe Doctrine, an integral piece of early 19th 
century United States foreign policy. Maybe 
you remember his name but scratch your head 
when thinking of what he achieved in his 
lifetime. Whatever your knowledge of James 
Monroe may be, a unique opportunity to learn 
more about this Virginia-born public servant 
is coming soon to Westmoreland County, Vir-
ginia.

James Monroe’s birthplace and early childhood 
home is positioned on multiple acres on Route 
�05, just a few miles from Colonial Beach and 
not far from George Washington’s birthplace. 
The site was first discovered in 1976, when ar-
chaeologists exposed what appeared to be the 
foundation of the home where James Monroe 
was born in 1758, the home where he appar-
ently lived until he was 16-years-old. Mon-
roe eventually left Westmoreland County for 
Williamsburg, Virginia, to attend the College 
of William and Mary. Historians note that 
Monroe never again lived in Westmoreland 
County.

Born in 1758 to native Virginia parents, Mon-
roe was one of five children. Following college, 
he served as a military officer who fought at 
Valley Forge in the late 1700’s. Monroe next 
worked as an assistant to Thomas Jefferson, 
who was then the governor of Virginia. Later, 
Monroe was a member of the Virginia State 
Legislature and the United States Congress. 
In 1786, Monroe married Elizabeth Kortright, 
and eventually had three children. He became 
a two-time governor of Virginia and the United 
States Secretary of State under President Madi-
son. In 1817, Monroe was elected President of 
the United States. His two terms as President 
were eventful, particularly in terms of foreign 
policy. Monroe is most often remembered for 

the Monroe Doctrine: his formal expression 
that the United States opposed colonization 
and European interference in the affairs of 
Western countries.

At the age of 67, James Monroe retired to Oak 
Hill, Virginia, before moving to New York City 
to be with his daughter after the death of his 
wife. He died there six years later in 1831, on 
the 55th anniversary of the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence. More than �5 years 
after his burial, his remains were moved to a 

tomb at Hollywood cemetery in Richmond, 
Virginia.

In keeping with a 99-year lease that the county 
signed in �005 with the James Monroe Memo-
rial Foundation, the birthplace site is planned 
to eventually become a source of historical en-
richment. The multi-phase master plan for the 
site includes an authentic 18th century restored 
version of Monroe’s modest childhood farm-
house, a visitor’s center, and a park complete 
with bike and nature trails. The restoration is 

expected to cost in excess of $500,000. The 
James Monroe Foundation, first founded in 
19�8, is overseeing the project. It accepts do-
nations for the restoration and has received a 
grant from the fund of a former Foundation 
director to support the archaeological study. 
The restoration of James Monroe’s birthplace 
is recognized by supporters as an important ef-
fort to preserve unique history.

Aided by artifacts, original renderings, and ex-
tensive historical files from the Westmoreland 

County Museum, architects, archaeologists, 
and stewards for the James Monroe Memo-
rial Foundation hope to revive these and other 
memories of Monroe for generations to come. 
You can learn more about this important ar-
chaeological study and significant restoration 
plan by visiting the Web site (www.monroe-
foundation.org) for the James Monroe Founda-
tion. Its mission is to preserve the life, works 
and memory of James Monroe.

 S
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uncoVering memories of 
James monroe BY KELLEY R. TAYLOR

OUR COUNTRY MAY 

BE LIKENED TO A NEW 

HOUSE. WE LACK MANY 

THINGS, BUT WE POSSESS 

THE MOST PRECIOUS OF 

ALL — LIBERTY!

 — JAMES MONROE
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Virginia african american 
entrepreneurs Build gloBal 
Bridges across the pond
uK trade mission poised to open doors for Business opportunities

T
 

 

he Virginia African American Trade Mis-

sion to the UK visited London from Sep-

tember 17-��, �006. This pioneering mission included 

representatives from the marketing communications, 

public affairs, real estate, and business brokerage indus-

tries and received official support from President Bush, 

Senator Allen, and Governor Kaine. The mission par-

ticipated in the CS London/BritishAmerican Business, 

Inc. co-hosted Business Development reception held 

in the Embassy on September �0. In addition to these 

events, the group had meetings with UK Trade and In-

vestment, Department of Trade and Industry, London 

Development Authority, Southeast England Economic 

Development Agency, Brixton Business Forum, and the 

Gravesham Borough Council.

(Left to Right) Delceno Miles, of The Miles Agency and 
Holloway Investments; Patricia Green, of WPG Mar-
keting & Communications, Inc.; Robert H. Tuttle, the 
US Ambassador to England; Stephanie Short, of Short 
Commercial Acquisitions; Gerry McCants, of Thomas-
McCants Media, Inc.; and Baroness Rosalind P. Howells 
of St. Davids and member of Parliament. 

The Virginia Housing Development Authority

is here to help Virginians achieve

one of life’s fundamental dreams:

HAVING A PLACE TO CALL 

HOME .

VHDA offers:

• Reduced interest rates

• Lower monthly payments

• Loans requiring less cash for downpayment & closing costs

• Free homeownership education classes

Call toll free (877) VHDA-123 for more information.
w w w . v h d a . c o m
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When the Warner family first 
moved into the Governor’s 

Mansion, their daughter Eliza was just seven 
years old and learning to read. One day while 
on a walk she noticed several imposing statues 
of white men dominating Capital Square, and 
she asked her mother, “Where is Rose Parks?” 
Her comment made First Lady Lisa Collis 
aware that an important part of Virginia his-

tory was missing from the Capitol grounds. 
Mrs. Collins decided it was high time that a 
Civil Rights monument be erected in Capitol 
Square, so that history could be accurately rep-
resented. “The main impetus of this memorial 
is to really engage kids…,” she explains, “to 
educate and inspire them…so they will look at 
their society and decide to become involved.”

Judith C. Anderson, a member of the Civil 
Rights Memorial Commission and president 

of the Capital Square Civil Rights Memorial 
Foundation, explains the motivation for the 
design of the monument. “We selected Stanley 
Bleifeld [to design the monument], because he 
wanted to represent the contemporary genera-
tion. What will be reflected in this monument 
is the fact that, although we have made great 
strides with Civil Rights issues, there are still 
many problems and situations that still need to 
be confronted in a constructive way.”

V I RG I N I A  N E W S

rememBering ciVil rights 
in capitol sQuare

BY DEVORAH BEN-DAVID
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Sculptor Stanley Bleifeld, who marched for 
Civil Rights causes in the 1950s and 1960s, 
aims to create a monument that depicts real 
characters, not symbolic figures. The inter-
nationally renowned sculptor will create the 
monument in a narrative-style that speaks not 
only of the past, but also to the future. “There 
are two parts to my concept: there’s a front and 
a back to it,” explains Bleifeld, who received 
his commission in November of �005. “The 
back part deals with modern kids, stepping 
forward into the future…The real challenge is 
to make the monument meaningful for today’s 
generation.” The front of Bleifeld’s exhibit 
reaches into the past, and tells the story of a 
few remarkable students who persevered, who 
spoke out, and not only made, but changed, 
the course of history.

The front side of Bleifeld’s monument tells a 
powerful story initiated by Barbara Johns, who 
in 1951 was a 16-year-old student attending 
the all-Black Robert R. Moton High School in 
Prince Edward County. Ms. Jones was fed-up 
with the horrendous conditions of her school, 
conditions she likened to tar-paper shacks. “At 
the time, Virginia’s segregated public schools 
were supposed to be “separate, but equal” un-
der the law,” says Judith C. Anderson. “But the 
students realized that there was nothing ‘equal’ 
about their educational surroundings.”

Raised in a family of activists, Barbara Jones 
decided it was time to act. She convinced 
450 of her fellow students to participate in a 
two-week protest to fight; for equality, and for 
kind of environment the students needed to 
effectively learn. Ms. Jones and her supporters 
gathered in the school auditorium while the 
principal was away, and together they made a 
plan. On April �3, 1951, the students held a 
non-violent protest that eventually led to the 
desegregation of schools in Prince Edward 
County.

The journey of righting generations of 
“wrongs,” done to Negro students who strug-
gled to receive a proper education began with 
Johns’ first steps out the schoolhouse door. 
When the students proudly arrived at the 
Courthouse after their two-mile walk into 
town, supportive townspeople, family, and 
friends were there to greet them.

“This was probably the only student lead 
protest, as all of the other cases in ‘Brown vs. 
Board of Education of Topeka’ grew out of 
what parents and families fought for,” says An-
derson. “I think it required great courage, on 
the part of the students at that time, to actually 
walk out of the school and confront those per-
sons who were responsible for the deplorable 
situation.”

The protestors contacted Richmond attorney 
Oliver Hill, who was representing similar cases 
for the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) at the time. 
Reverend Francis Griffith, who supported the 
student walkout, provided his church in Farm-
ville as a place for Hill and the protesters to 
convene. Once everyone assembled and began 
to discuss whether or not to take legal action, 
the church was packed and seats were scarce.

Initially the federal court case, Davis vs. Coun-
ty School Board of Prince Edward County, 
was defeated in Virginia state courts. But when 
Prince Edward joined with four other similar 
desegregation cases, a 1954 ruling from the 
U.S. Supreme Court declared that racially seg-
regated public schools were indeed “inherently 
unequal.”

The names of the lawsuit participants, and 
other information about the judicial battle for 
desegregation through the Brown vs. Board of 
Education lawsuit, are now on permanent ex-
hibit at The Moton Museum, which was for-
merly Robert R. Moton High School. The site 
was designated a National Historic Landmark 
in 1998.

Despite the passing of Brown vs. the Board of 
Education Topeka in 1954, it took more than 

three years for the students to accomplish their 
goal. Meanwhile, the Virginia General Assem-
bly devised a statewide policy to cleverly defy 
any court-ordered mandate.

“In 1959 the Prince Edward County Board of 
Supervisors voted to close its public schools 
and make them all private,” says Stanley Ble-
ifeld. “That meant that over 1700 black stu-
dents went without a formal education until 
1964. It wasn’t until the Kennedy Administra-
tion that they forced them to make the schools 
public again.”

While the historic school protest occurred 55 
years ago, Virginia educators remark that stu-
dents today are not in touch with their activ-
ist side. Their hope is that the monument will 
provide inspiration.

“I think we all should take great pride in the 
fact that we finally got it right,” remarks for-
mer First Lady Lisa Collis, who is presently 
spearheading fund-raising efforts to erect Cap-
itol Square’s first Civil Rights memorial. “It is 
important to acknowledge our debt to these 
courageous people, who sacrificed so much.”

99-year-old Oliver Hill of Richmond, a leg-
endary Civil Rights pioneer and the key at-
torney who legally challenged Prince Edwards 
County’s segregated school system, is delighted 
that this part of history will at last be publicly 
remembered. “I heard about the Civil Rights 
monument going up on Capital Square. Of 
course I’m blind, so I’ll never actually see it. 
Still I think the Civil Rights memorial is a 
very, very lovely idea.”

It strikes some Richmonders as ironic that a 
thought-provoking question, posed by a white 
Virginia student in �00�, will result in honor-
ing black Virginia students in bronze for their 
courageous stand against segregation more 
than 55 years ago.

“It’s important for all people, of all races, to 
recognize that young people can start a non-
violent protest that can lead to decisions that 
change the lives of everyone,” says Anderson. 
“I hope young people who see this statue will 
be inspired to use their vision to make their 
world a better place.”

The bronze sculpture honoring Virginia’s Civil 
Rights pioneers will sit just steps from the Ex-
ecutive Mansion and will be unveiled in �007. 
The project is estimated to cost around $3 
million, and the effort will be privately fund-
ed. “We want this fundraising effort to be a 
grassroots project that welcomes all Virginians 
to become a part of it,” says Collis. “We want 
all [of ] our citizens, from the $10 individual 
donor to the $10,000 corporate donor, to feel 
they have ownership in this worthy project.”

Requests for donations are ongoing; if you 
wish to make a tax-deductible donation to the 
Capitol Square Civil Rights Memorial Foun-
dation, you can do so in three convenient 
ways: Call 804-�7�-8008; mail your donation 
to Post Office Box 9171, Richmond, Virginia 
�3��7; or make a donation online, at www.
vacivilrightsmemorial.org.
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COMMEMORATING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF

JAMESTOWN
THE POWHATAN INDIANS, THE 

ANGOLA AFRICANS AND THE ENGLISH

WRITTEN BY

           DEVORAH BEN-DAVID

“MY NATIVE STATE IS ENDEARED TO ME BY EVERY TIE WHICH 

CAN ATTACH THE HUMAN HEART.”

        —THOMAS JEFFERSON
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O 
 
n October 16, �006, “The New World,” a movie starring 
Q’orianka Kilcher as Pocahontas and Colin Farrell as Captain 

John Smith, will make its star-studded debut. While gifted filmmakers can 
certainly recreate the epic adventure of settling Jamestown, the heart and soul 
of this extraordinary place can never be fully captured on the silver screen. 
To truly experience Jamestown, one must journey there, and walk in the 
footsteps of Jamestown’s colonists firsthand.

The founding of Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in North 
America, chronicles Virginia’s multicultural roots. The saga began with three 
small ships landing on the banks of the James River in 1607. 400 years later, 
the eclectic parent cultures of Virginia are working together to plan Historic 
Jamestown’s roster of commemorative events for �007. Anniversary organiz-
ers are taking this opportunity to tell their culture’s story of survival, and they 
celebrate in showcasing their continuing contributions to Virginia.

Virginia indians: original residents and the 
first to Welcome

The one-sided Hollywood reenactment of how 
the Powhatan Indians and the English colonists 
first met suggests an intersection of razor sharp 
wooden arrows and cold iron English guns. But 
experts say the help of the Powhatan Indians was 
critical to the successful founding of Jamestown.

“Virginia was the homeland of the Indians long 
before the English or Africans arrived,” says Anne 
E. Brady, curator of the Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation. “Without the generosity of the In-
dians, the English wouldn’t have survived the first 
winter. There would have been no Jamestown 
colony or Virginia.”

While Virginia Indians willingly shared their 
food and expertise, the Chief of the Powhatans 
wondered at the white men’s motive. “The Chief 
looked upon the colonists as lazy, because they 
didn’t plant a garden, or stock up for the hard 
winter that was coming,” remarks Powhatan Red 
Cloud-Owen, council member of the Chicka-
hominy Indian Tribe and son of a Mohawk. “Yet 
when the Powhatan people saw that the English 
were starving, they helped them out.”

The Powhatan Indians taught the English how to fashion fishing nets, how 
to skillfully catch fish and gather oysters, and they instructed them on where 
to find abundant game. Life in Virginia was hard for everyone, and the aver-
age indigenous person rarely lived past the age of 45. Of the104 people that 
arrived in the British boats, only 38 made it through the winter and lived to 
celebrate the year 1608.

“I don’t think the Powhatan people actually realized that the English were 
planning to stay,” says Red Cloud-Owen, whose people adorned themselves 
in hand-woven cloth, skins, seashells and feathers. “I think they thought they 
were just visiting and wanted to trade with them.” He describes how the 
relationship began. “At first, [the] Powhatans traded life-sustaining corn and 
squash for metal axes, glass beads and copper ornaments with John Smith as 
he went up and down the river to different villages.” In subsequent years, the 
Powhatans and English developed a love-hate relationship, peppered with 
bloody skirmishes and periods of peace.

Visiting tourists can personally experience this trade route if they are inclined 
to do so. “The John Smith Water Trail is [a unique] way for tourists to live 
the early experience of exploration in America,” says Alisa Bailey, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Virginia Tourism Corporation. “Either by land or by water, 
tourists can see the route Smith took and learn about his experience with 
Native Americans in what is now Virginia.”

Jamestown boasts an impressive collection of Indian artifacts, which visitors 
can view. These relics from the past clearly demonstrate the sophistication of 
Virginia Indian society, and they reveal how interrelated the two conflicting 

cultures became.

Despite the fact that Virginia Indians were indeed 
the first residents of this land, they are not acknowl-
edged in the way they feel they should be. “The 
Federal Government still does not recognize Virgin-
ia Indians as a sovereign tribe,” says Powhatan Red 
Cloud-Owen. “Virginia Indians were the first to 
greet (at Jamestown), and the last to be recognized 
(by the US Government)…” Red Cloud-Owen also 
notes that “Virginia Indians are still a thriving cul-
ture, and they continue to make contributions to 
Jamestown and Virginia. Each of our tribes have 
their own tribal council, chiefs and board of direc-
tors, but the hub of our community is the church.”

the angola africans

In 1619, around �0 African captives, plucked from 
the kingdom of Ndongo in Angola, first set foot 
on Virginia’s shore. The Portuguese slave ship that 
the Africans had boarded was originally en route to 
Mexico and South America, but was intercepted by 
the English and rerouted to Jamestown.

“One myth is that the Africans arrived in James-
town, fresh from the jungle, and didn’t have a very 

strong culture,” says Brady. “Just because they didn’t bring anything material 
with them doesn’t mean they weren’t from highly developed societies,” she 
explains. “Other African captives were affected greatly by West Indian cul-
ture. But in Virginia, our first Africans came directly from Africa.”

Disease, brackish water, and constant confrontations with Virginia Indians 
plagued the new colony. The wealthiest planters bought up the best land, and 
pushed servants and laborers beyond the city limits out into the hostile fron-
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tWo great 
sites to see: 

historic JamestoWn 
Visitor center 
& JamestoWn 
settlement

If you’d like to see where “The New 

World” shot several scenes, visit 

Historic Jamestown, site of the original 

James Fort where archaeological 

excavation of artifacts is being 

conducted.

If you’d like to see where European 

settlers and Powhatan Indians met, 

visit Jamestown Settlement, a living 

history museum complete with 

costumed interpreters. Walk through a 

Powhatan Indian village or replicas of 

three 17th century sailing ships. And 

don’t forget about the new, 30,000-

square-foot Gallery that salutes the 

three parent cultures of Jamestown!

neW World  
WeB sites to Visit

Jamestown Settlement

www.historyisfun.org

or call toll-free 888.593.4682

Virginia Council on Indians

www.vipnet.org

Digs at Historic Jamestowne

www.historicaljamestowne.org/
the_dig/

tier. While the work status of Virginia’s first Africans is unclear, traditional scholarship speculates 
that they were indentured servants or worked as slaves in the tobacco field.

“The Africans were already farming tobacco in Angola, so they had experience in the field,” states 
Brady. “It was African labor that made Jamestown a successful city and Virginia a successful colony. 
Without the labor contributions of the Africans, the tobacco economy could not have continued.” 
Many people traveled to America in search of gold, and despite much effort, no gold was found in 
Virginia. Virginia’s “gold” was its tobacco, which wealthy white landowners exported to England 
for large profits.

the english: capitalizing on co-existence

Jamestown began as a business venture. The Virginia Company of London, which sponsored the 
Jamestown colony, had a highly diverse collection of investors. These freedom-loving English entre-
preneurs, who sailed to Virginia in 1607, were anxious to capitalize on the best that 17th-century 
technology, agriculture, and commerce had to offer in Jamestown. They shed their restrictive “old 
world” lifestyle for a “new world” mentality. Theirs was the first “American Dream,” and it was a 
dream that would shape a country and change the world forever.

“One myth about the English is that they were a bunch of bumbling gentlemen, who didn’t have 
a clue where they were going,” remarks Brady. “The Jamestown settlement was based on previous 
settlements and was logically planned…. The English arrived with a vision, brought the English 
language, and instituted a new form of government which continues today,” explains Brady. “Lan-
guage, vision and government are their legacy.”

Each of these cultures has brought, and continues to bring, a wealth of knowledge, tradition, and 
unique perspective to the state of Virginia. The upcoming anniversary year provides the chance to 
dig deep, and thoroughly examine Virginia’s multicultural roots. S 
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KNOCK!
KNOCK! KNOCK! IT’S 
FRESH PRODUCE AT 
YOUR DOOR!

WRITTEN BY

           LINDSAY A. FÉLIX
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a mYsterious deliVerY

It’s a cool October morning. The doorbell rings. You open the door. No one is there, but 
a heaping basket meets your gaze, full of crisp apples, acorn squash, deep red tomatoes, 
and firm green peppers. Your mouth waters as you anticipate a warm batch of vegetable 
stew, and perhaps even an apple pie. You wonder, “Could this be a mistake?” No, thank-
fully, it’s not. This is your weekly delivery of in-season produce. This is Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA).

Intrigued?

easY as 1-2-3

This intriguing scenario can become your reality. Supporting CSA allows you to con-
nect with a local farmer and reap the benefits of his or her fresh, seasonal harvest. You 
can sign up for a pre-paid subscription and enjoy in-season, fresh produce each week, 
typically beginning mid-May to as late as December. Some farms offer food for as many 
as 50 weeks out of the year! Here are three easy steps toward CSA membership:

1. Contact a local CSA farmer. You can find a CSA farmer online using the following 
techniques:
• Use a search engine to run a search on “Community Supported Agriculture and 

Virginia.”
• Visit the United States Department of Agriculture National Agricultural 

Library’s Alternative Farming Systems Information Center website at: 
www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/csa.

• Search the Biodynamic Gardening and Farming Association website at:
www.biodynamics.com.

• Visit the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) 
website at www.vdacs.virginia.gov/vagrown-july/csa.html.

When choosing your CSA farmer, ask about the types of vegetables and fruits that they 
grow. Don’t be afraid to try something entirely new! You should also make sure that the 
farmer has several years of experience as a CSA farmer and that his or her crops have 
been successfully harvested and delivered.

�. Sign up for a subscription or a share. For a set fee, a farmer will provide you with 
produce once a week or at another agreed-upon interval. Depending on the farmer, 
you can order produce by the pound or even by the number of people in your family. 
You can arrange for deliveries to provide for your family alone, or consider teaming up 
with families in your neighborhood and share the fresh produce when it arrives at your 
door.

Some CSA farms arrange for a work share program where you can help with harvest-
ing or packing the produce. This type of arrangement is helpful to the CSA because it 
limits labor costs. Working on your CSA farm is a fantastic chance to get outside, to 
get involved in your community, to get your hands dirty and to break away from the 
office or your daily routine. How often do you come into contact with the source of the 
food you eat? This is a great opportunity for parents to teach their children that the true 
origin of their food is not the grocery store.

Sign up as soon as possible. CSA farmers can meet the needs of only so many subscrib-
ers, so it’s best to get your name on their lists as soon as possible.

3. Have in-season produce delivered to your door, pick it up at a nearby location, or 
select your produce from the farm itself. Many CSAs offer different pick-up and deliv-
ery options. Depending on where you live, you may be close enough to a CSA farmer to 
stop by his or her farm to pick your own produce from the available harvest. If you live 
a little farther away, you can pick up your produce at a set location. If you don’t have 
time for picking it up, you can arrange for the produce to be delivered to your door.

If you follow these simple steps, each week you can enjoy a new assortment of fresh, lo-
cally grown fruits and vegetables. Although you never know the contents of your regular 
delivery, you can rest assured that the produce is picked when taste is at its peak.
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Apples

Asparagus

Blackberries

Blueberries

Broccoli

Cantaloupes

Cucumbers

Grapes

Green Beans

Green Peppers

Greens/Spinach

Nectarines

Peaches

Pumpkins

Raspberries

Squash

Strawberries

Sweet Corn

Tomatoes

Watermelon
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Below is a list of a few of the many CSA farmers in Virginia. It’s a good idea to research several 
CSAs before choosing the right one for you. Enjoy!

GRACELAND FARM
5308 Germantown Road
Midland, Virginia 22728
(540) 439-8171

SEVEN SPRINGS 
FARM COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTED 
AGRICULTURE
426 Jerry Lane NE
Check, VA 24072
(540) 651-3226
www.7springsfarm.com

GREAT COUNTRY 
FARMS IN LOUDON 
COUNTY
18780 Foggy Bottom Road
Bluemont, VA 20135
(540) 554-2073
www.greatcountryfarms.com

WHALEYVILLE FARMS
6132 Whaleyville Blvd.
Suffolk, VA 23438
(757) 986-2355
www.whaleyvillefarms.com

BULL RUN MOUNTAIN 
VEGETABLE FARM
4360 Highpoint Lane
The Plains, VA 20198
(703) 754-4005
www.bullrunfarm.com
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Words from a csa farmer

Polly Hieser is the friendly owner of the Seven Springs Farm CSA in Check, 
Virginia. She believes in the “100-mile” rule, which states that a person 
should to try to eat foods that are grown within 100 miles of his or her 
home. “On average, food travels 1500 miles from the producer to your 
table. The commercial food supply is deteriorating fast, economically and 
[in terms of ] safety. The more local you go, and the more relationships you 
have with local farmers, the better off you are.”

Hieser believes in the high quality of locally grown produce. “Small produc-
ers take much more care of their produce,” she remarks, “even if they aren’t 
organic [growers].” She notes that local farmers invest time and energy in 
building nutritious soil; commercial growers, on the other hand, use nitro-
gen in their soil, which forces produce to grow big instead of savory. “It’s 
no wonder we’re eating so much sugar and salt;…the [commercially-grown] 
food has no flavor. We need to support the local food supplies for our own 
health and our community’s health. We have a much stronger community 
that way.”

CSA farmers aim for economic inclusion. “Our goal is to include all eco-
nomic brackets of people,” states Hieser. To that end, the Seven Springs 
Farm CSA, as well as many other CSA farms, has a low-income share fund. 
Members of the CSA can donate extra money to the fund and/or low-in-
come members can work off part or their entire share during the year. This 
way, eating healthfully is an option for everyone.

And what’s the added bonus for supporting local CSA farms? Aesthetics. If 
we preserve the land for farmland, we have a much more beautiful state of 
Virginia.

pros and cons and pros again

Marion Horsley, spokesperson for VDACS, discusses the numerous benefits 
of CSA farming. A farmer benefits from CSA because the pre-paid subscrip-
tion reduces risk for established farmers and allows small-scale farmers to 
start a business with less risk. In addition, CSA farming reduces wasted 
produce. Because the farmer knows exactly who to plant for, he or she can 
anticipate crops and plant a more diverse variety of crops.

Consumers benefit from CSA because you, the consumer, know who is 
growing the produce you eat and you become familiar with how and when 
your food is grown. You may find yourself spending less time in the grocery 
store and more time reflecting on which food items are in season. Because 
the produce is locally grown, it is not harvested until it is ripe, which ensures 
the best taste in the foods you eat. In addition, you can become familiar with 
a broader selection of produce and many CSAs provide recipes for items you 
might not be familiar with. Because you pre-pay for your produce, you can 
plan your food budget in advance. Finally, because you are working with 
a local farmer and, in some cases, working on the farm itself, by joining a 
Community Supported Agriculture farm you are helping to build a tightly-
knit community and supporting regional Virginia growth.

The “negative” for consumers isn’t really a negative at all. When you partici-
pate in a CSA program, you often don’t know exactly what produce com-
prises your weekly allotment. Rest assured, as a CSA program member you 
will never find yourself stuck in a cooking slump! By the end of the year, 
you will find yourself familiar with a broad range of local produce, and you 
may have mastered the preparation of dishes that you never would have 
otherwise tried.
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A monumental work by composer Ashby Anderson. 
The suite portrays historic people, places, and 
events in the history of Richmond, Virginia.

The Historic Richmond Jazz Suite paints aural por-
traits of Richmond native, Bill “Bojangles“ Robinson 
entitled “Steppin”, the Churchill Tunnel Collapse 
of 1925 aptly titled “Locomotive 231”, a tribute 
to Jackson Ward named “Soul of 2nd Street” and 
a tone poem for the “Devils Half Acre”—a former 
slave jail in Shockhoe Bottom during the 1800’s—an 
extremely tense work that creates a tonal repre-
sentation of the jail and it’s subsequent conversion 
after the civil war to what is now known as Virginia 
Union University. The concert is sponsored in part 
by Richmond Piano, Soul of Virginia Magazine, Hy-
perlink Café and the Jazz Composers Alliance.

The Richmond Historic Jazz Suite was commissioned 
as part of the national series of works from Meet the 
Composer/Commissioning Music USA which is made 
possible by generous support from The National En-
dowment of the Arts, The Helen F. Whitaker Fund, 
and the Target Foundation.

About the Historic Richmond Jazz Suite

Ashby Anderson’s
A Work of Art Ensemble

Ashby Anderson—Piano
Kevin Davis—Percussion

Kevin Simpson—Tenor Sax
Mike Hawkins—Acoustic Bass

Mark Ingraham—Trumpet
Sam Savage—Trombone

Kelli Strawbridge—Drums

The Jazz Composers Alliance, Inc. Presents

The Historic Richmond Jazz Suite

For more information, visit:
www.jazzcomposersalliance.com
or call 804.221.94094

Music Composed and Conducted
by Ashby Anderson

Wednesday, November 15, 2006
7:00 PM

Hyperlink Café
814 W. Grace Street, Richmond, VA

$10 Advance Ticket
$15 at the door

Tickets Available at Plan 9 Music
3012 W. Cary Street
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T H E  G R E A T

S W A M P
DISMAL

THIS HISTORICAL 

GEM IS  ANYTHING 

BUT DISMAL !

WRITTEN BY

           LISA HARTZ
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The Great Dismal Swamp has meant many things to 
many people. To William Byrd III, who was sent 
there in 17�8 to determine the border between Vir-
ginia and North Carolina, the swamp was a hope-
lessly impassible mire of marsh, bog, and scrub. 

Years later, George Washington took one look at the Swamp and spied an 
investment opportunity. In 1763, he organized the Dismal Swamp Land 
Company, which attempted to drain the swamp and log portions of its 
foreboding landscape for profit. Some sought refuge here, at a time when 
they desperately needed it. Countless others found a use for the Swamp to 
suit their purposes.

The Swamp was home to “potentially thousands of people between about 
1630 and 1865, generally described as disenfranchised Native Americans, 
maroons, and enslaved canal laborers,” explains doctoral candidate Daniel 
O. Sayers of the College of William and Mary 
in Williamsburg, Virginia. For this unique 
workforce who dug the ditches, cut the shin-
gles, and baled the mud, the Swamp was a 
brutal and dangerous place. Some slaves were 
able to buy their freedom through work in the 
Swamp. The result of their toil was a complex 
system of canals and ditches still in use today 
by recreational boaters and fisherman.

Runaway slaves saw the Swamp as a refuge. 
Sayers describes the Swamp as “a haven for 
those who wanted better control and self-
empowerment over their own lives.” says 
Sayers. Sayers’ research includes archaeo-
logical exploration of the Swamp‘s maroon 
communities. Headed for the access points 
at Portsmouth, Norfolk, and Elizabeth City, 
many people used the Swamp as a stopping 
point on a northbound journey. Others came 
and stayed, creating a colony of maroons who 
sometimes remained for decades, raising chil-
dren and subsisting on whatever they could 
hunt, trap, or fish.

Cutting through the underbrush to find ref-
uge deep in the Swamp, the runaways came 
from surrounding plantations, willing to 
endure whatever the tangled wilderness had 
to offer. They built crude huts on dry patches, wearing the same clothes 
they had escaped in until they became tattered rags. The runaways survived 
largely on the wildlife of the swamp, and occasionally slaves from nearby 
plantations would secretly deliver food. Periodic sweeps through the swamp 
in search of runaways were often thwarted by the impenetrable nature of 
the land, and by the ingenuity and determination of those hiding there. In 
his essay, “Great Dismal Swamp,” Tommy Bogger describes the experience 
of a woman and her two children, finally apprehended after seven years in 
the Swamp. Taught to remain as quiet as possible to avoid detection, the 
children hardly raised their voices above whispers, and always tread softly 
and with caution.

The possibility of gangs of maroons only miles away struck fear in the 
hearts of whites in communities surrounding the Dismal Swamp. When-
ever rumors of a slavery revolt arose, fingers quickly pointed to maroons. 
Maroons lived and died in the Swamp, and archaeologists can today study 
their existence by finding the tools, ceramics, beads, and food remains they 
left behind. Sayers reports great success in locating archaeological sites, un-
earthing evidence of fire-pits, postholes that once supported cabins, and 
recovering tools and fragments that help piece together this lost culture. 

Once discovered, such settlements are examined in secrecy, with the goal of 
one day opening the findings up to the public.

The same wildlife that fed the maroons is today recognized as a unique 
natural feature of eastern Virginia and northeastern North Carolina. The 
refuge’s resource management program is working to recover and support 
the natural biological diversity that existed in Dismal Swamp prior to the 
human-caused alterations. The Swamp ecosystem depends on its water re-
sources, its unique plant life, and native wildlife.

Visit the swamp today, and you can take a hike, either along the elevated 
and wooded Dismal Town Boardwalk Trail, where you may spot a deer, 
or take the 4.5-mile Washington Ditch Trail to Lake Drummond, one of 
the only two natural lakes in Virginia. Its amber waters, colored by the 
surrounding vegetation, were once rumored to have healing powers. The 
3,100-acre lake is open to boating and fishing. A beautiful and unique land-
scape of remarkable diversity, the Swamp is a refuge for myriad blooming 
plants, many species of butterflies, and a plethora of migrating songbirds.

The Swamp is the largest intact rem-
nant of a vast habitat that once cov-
ered more than a million acres of 
southeastern Virginia and northeast-
ern North Carolina. Established as a 
National Wildlife Refuge in 1974, the 
Dismal Swamp now encompasses just 
111,000 acres. Before the refuge was 
established, over 140 miles of roads 
were cut into the Swamp to provide 
access to valuable timber. The ditch-
es dug to provide soil for the roads, 
combined with the roads themselves, 
worked to severely disrupt this delicate 
watershed. The watershed plays a key 
role in this ecosystem: it supports one 
quarter of the states that winter tun-
dra swans; it provides habitat for most 
of the black bears of eastern Virginia; 
and the watershed is home to one of 
the rarest of American ferns, the log 
fern, which is more common in the 
Great Dismal Swamp than anywhere 
else on earth.

The National Wildlife Refuge System, 
under the auspices of the Department 
of the Interior and the United States 

Fish and Wildlife Service, is currently developing a Comprehensive Con-
servation Plan (CCP), for the Dismal Swamp. The first step is identifying 
long-term management goals for this natural resource. The CCP contains 
plans to restore the biological diversity of the Swamp’s ecosystem through 
the restoration of its watershed and through fire management. Seasonally 
flooded forests will be sustained as habitat for birds, and the rare Atlantic 
white cedar forests will be restored. Bogs and marshes will be returned to 
their former state to enhance habitat diversity, a process that will encourage 
the return of the endangered red-cockaded woodpecker. Research, environ-
mental education, and recreation will be developed while supporting the 
primary objective of protecting the refuge. Implementing this plan depends 
on federal funding, which was significantly cut in recent years.

Having earned the recognition of the National Railroad Network to Free-
dom Program in �004, the Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Ref-
uge became part of the growing heritage tourism market. Visit the Dismal 
Swamp, a natural treasure of the eastern United States, and an important 
chapter in the history of slavery.

 S

…IN DARK FENS OF THE 

DISMAL SWAMP

THE HUNTED NEGRO 

LAY;  HE SAW THE F IRE 

OF THE MIDNIGHT 

CAMP,  AND HEARD AT 

TIMES A HORSE ’S  TRAMP

AND A BLOODHOUND’S 

DISTANT BAY.

—HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW,

THE SLAVE IN THE DISMAL SWAMP
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V I R G I N I A  G E T AWAY S
De a r  J o u r n a l :

I ’ m  g l a d  C h a r l e s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  R o a n o k e  w o u l d  b e  a  g r e a t  
w e e k e n d  g e t a w a y  f o r  t h e  k i d s  a n d  u s .  ( O b v i o u s l y ,  s o m e o n e  d i d  
h i s  r e s e a r c h . )

T h e  Ta s t e  o f  t h e  B l u e  R i d g e  B l u e s  &  J a z z  F e s t i v a l  w a s  
p h e n o m e n a l ;  C h a r l e s  a n d  I  r e a l l y  n e e d e d  t h a t  “ a l o n e  t i m e . ”  
( T h e  k i d s  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  o u r  m o n e y  r u n n i n g  
a r o u n d  a n d  e a t i n g  b a n a n a ’s  f o s t e r  a n d  j a m b a l a y a  a t  t h e  
e v e n t . )    

T h e  M i l l  M o u n t a i n  Z o o  ( o n l y  f o u r  b u c k s )  w a s  r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g  
f o r  t h e  k i d s— t h e  r e d  p a n d a  b e a r s  w e r e  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e .   R e d  
p a n d a  b e a r s ?   N e v e r  k n e w .   

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  J a s o n  w a s  i n t r i g u e d  b y  t h e  b i r t h  s i t e  o f  
B o o k e r  T .  W a s h i n g t o n .   C o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  
a b o u t  B o o k e r  T .  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  s a i d  t h i s  w a s  “m u c h  c o o l e r  
t h a n  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  h i m  i n  a  t e x t b o o k . ”   I  n e v e r  k n e w  t h a t  
M r .  W a s h i n g t o n  
w a s  f r o m  o u r  h o m e  
s t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a .   
I  w a s  d e e p l y  m o v e d  
a s  I  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  
s m a l l  h o u s e  t h a t  
w o u l d  s h a p e  s u c h  
a  s t r o n g  m a n .   
T h e  t o u r  g u i d e’s  
a c c o u n t s  o f  s l a v e  
l i f e  t o o k  m e  b a c k  
i n  t i m e  a s  I  s t o o d  
o n  t h e  a c t u a l  s o i l  
o f  m y  a n c e s t o r s .   
( C h a r l e s  c a l l e d  m e  
“ e m o t i o n a l . ” )

W e  t r u l y  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e .   
C h a r l e s  a n d  I  s p e n t  l o n g  
o v e r d u e  t i m e  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
T h e  k i d s  l e a r n e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  w e  d i d n’ t  h a v e  
t o  w o r r y  o n  t h e  r i d e  b a c k  h o m e  i f  w e  h a d  o v e r s p e n t .   V i r g i n i a  
h a s  a  l o t  t o  o f f e r ,  b u t  I ’ l l  n e v e r  t e l l  C h a r l e s  t h a t .    

Yo u r s  t r u l y ,

C h e r i e

Not only did we learn a little about 
Virginia, we learned a lot about ourselves.  
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At the turn of the �0th century, Tappahannock, Virginia 
was a rural area northeast of Richmond where farming 
was the primary mode of subsistence. In 1901, six east 

coast rail companies created a corridor between Washington, D.C. and 
Atlanta, Georgia, an endeavor that would define a region and substan-
tially effect the evolution of music in the southern United States.

The geographical region that was outlined by 
the railroad, between the Tidewater area in the 
east, the Appalachian Mountains in the west, 
that stretches from Washington D.C. south to 
Atlanta, came to be known as the Piedmont 
region. Many Virginians of this era gravitated 
throughout the Piedmont region to work in 
urban centers along the rail line. The African 
American community that lived in the Pied-
mont was a rich source of music and culture, 
and the railroad served as an agent of commu-
nication for musicians playing in this region. 
In this setting, a remarkable but nearly forgot-
ten blues guitarist and singer was born.

William “Bill” Moore was born in Georgia in 
1894, and he moved with his parents to Tap-
pahannock, Virginia eight years later. While 
the pages of Moore’s history are cloudy and 
sometimes altogether missing, a few key por-
tions of his life are known. Moore grew up to 
become a barber, and he owned at least two 
barber shops in Virginia. He is also believed 
to have made additional income as a farmer. 
Somewhere along the way, Moore picked up 
a guitar, learned to play and sing, and eventually had true mastery over 
both his instrument and his voice. Moore’s music became a predomi-
nant part of his life, and it eventually caught the ear and the attention 
of major players in the music industry.

In the early 19�0’s, the music industry was in a serious state of flux. 
In the south, ragtime, spirituals, dance hall music, fiddle music, and 

blues were all very popular. Four major record companies were search-
ing for big sellers with “race records:” Victor, Paramount, Columbia, 
and Okeh records all sent Artist and Repertoire (A&R) representatives 
to the south. Some of the A&R reps made recordings as they traveled; 
others signed artists to record labels who would later come to Chicago 
and Nashville to record. Much of the music that came out of this recon-
naissance was made in the Mississippi Delta and Memphis. Musicians 
such as Son House and Mississippi John Hurt are very well represented 
in the catalogs of these record companies.

The Appalachian Mountain range served as 
a physical barrier to the cultural exchange of 
music in the southeast. The blues styles of the 
Delta and Piedmont are similar, but scholars 
debate the difference. Both styles are generally 
a vocal accompanied by a fingerpicked acous-
tic guitar. In Piedmont blues, it seems there 
is more influence from the piano rhythms of 
ragtime. The musician’s right thumb plays 
alternating bass notes just as a pianist’s left 
hand would. Simultaneously, the right hand 
plays melody and/or chord accompaniment. 
The rhythm is very syncopated, with empha-
sis placed, in many cases, on the “weak” beats 
of the measure. William Moore was an early 
master of this style.

In 19�7, an A&R representative for Para-
mount records discovered and signed William 
Moore. Moore traveled to Chicago in January 
of 19�8 for a single recording session, which 
produced 16 tracks that received copyright. 
Only half of the recordings were ever com-
mercially released; the other eight tracks have 

never been found.

The recorded music that is available from Moore represents the vary-
ing influences of the Piedmont Blues. Country-dance style tunes and 
ragtime rhythms played virtuosically on the guitar are evident in his 
playing. Moore’s vocal style is not necessarily singing, as much as it is 
talking with a deep vocal inflection. In “Barbershop Rag” and “Rag-

P RO F I L E

piedmont ’s mYsterious 
Blues master: a glimpse 
at the life and music of 
William moore BY PETE FROSTIC

t h e a f r ic a n a m er ic a n 

com m u n i t y t h at li V ed 

i n t h e pi edmon t Wa s a 

r ic h sou rc e of m usic a n d 

c u lt u r e, a n d t h e r a i l roa d 

serV ed a s a n agen t

of com m u n ic at ion for 

m usic i a ns pl ay i ng i n t h e 

pi edmon t. i n t h i s set t i ng, 

a r em a r k a bl e bu t n e a r ly 

forg o t t en blu es gu i ta r i st 

a n d si nger Wa s bor n.
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gin’ the Blues,” Moore seems to offer himself encouragement. These 
two songs are primarily instrumental but they both contain a running 
commentary the musician directs at himself. Moore says lines such as 
“come on Uncle Bill,” “ah, give ‘em a close shave barber,” and “only 
barber in the world can shave ya and give ya music while he’s doin’ it.” 
Moore’s vocal accompaniment to his masterful instrumental work is 
full of character and is an endearing quality of his music.

William Moore’s guitar playing is what carries his music. His bass lines 
are very involved, and he often opts for three or four note bass runs, 
which give his music a lot of momentum. Whether or not he was aware 
of the influence, Moore’s bass lines are reminiscent of ragtime piano 
players such as Fats Waller and Pete Johnson. Moore’s chord accom-
paniment and the melodic content played with his right index and 
middle fingers are very lively. The melody is almost always syncopated, 
which keeps the listener guessing where the emphasis will be. Some-
times Moore will make effects with his guitar. For example, in “Barber-
shop Rag,” he says “fresh water,” then picks a string of single notes to 
mimic the water. The interplay between the bass and treble strings of 
Moore’s guitar creates a complete musical experience. He is essentially 
playing two or three parts at once, giving the listener the feeling that a 
true master is playing the guitar.

After the Paramount recording session in 19�8, not much was heard 
from William Moore. He died in Warrenton, Virginia in 1951, but his 
music lives on. Moore played the guitar with a complexity that is rare 
for one man to achieve, which brings up a mystery about the musi-
cian that is to this day unsolved. Some theorists postulate that William 
Moore was, in fact, two people. This theory holds some weight for a 
few reasons. As mentioned, Moore’s singing was really a deep spoken 
dialogue. On some of the songs, there is a high falsetto voice that is in 
stark contrast. In this era, male singers would often sing in falsetto, or 
even mimic animal noises with their voices. There is only speculation 
as to who the mystery singer might be if it was not Moore. Many mu-
sicians moved through Chicago in the late 19�0’s making records for 

Paramount, and very little is known about several of these musicians. 
It is possible that a vocalist with whom blues historians are not familiar 
was present for the recording session with Moore in January of 19�8. 
The other confusing part of this mystery is that several of the songs 
are copywritten under the names “Moore and Williams.” This could 
be a clerical error, or it could be the name of a valid songwriting team. 
At this time, it seems likely that it is just one man doing all the play-
ing, singing, and songwriting on the Paramount sessions, but tangible 
proof is not yet and may not ever be available.

The music of William Moore stands as a testament to the rich culture 
of the Piedmont region of the southeastern United States. Moore is 
one of a very few first generation Virginia blues musicians whose music 
is still available today. Moore’s complete works are part of a collection 
called “Ragtime Blues Guitar: 19�7–1930,” available on Document 
records. S
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This season brings an abundance of festivals and fairs to Virgin-
ia, and the northern end of the state is a real hub of activity in 

autumn. Often referred to as the “Silicon Valley of the East,” Northern 
Virginia is known for its upscale shopping, bustling economy, and busy 
highways. This region is viewed as the cultural mecca of Virginia, and its 
boundless autumn events and activities certainly help Northern Virginia 
live up to its reputation.

There are many festivals on the horizon this fall in Northern Virgin-
ia. Ethnic festivals, educational events, a variety of live music, winery 
tours and tasting, equestrian activities, and nationally recognized sport-
ing events can all be found this fall in Northern Virginia, just minutes 
from our Nation’s Capital. Here are a few of the many Northern Virginia 
events you may wish to attend.

No trip to Northern Virginia would be complete without a trip to 
Mount Vernon, the home of George and Martha Washington. A visit 
to this site provides an exceptional opportunity to learn about American 
history. Through the end of October, the whole family can partake in the 
Mount Vernon walking tour entitled “Slave Life at Mount Vernon.” 
This 30 minute guided tour highlights the lives and contributions of 
African-Americans who built and operated the plantation. The tour is 
offered daily and is included with the general admission fee. If nature is 
more up your alley, guided tours of the gardens and landscape, as well as 
a sightseeing tour on the Potomac River, are all available. For pricing and 
a full listing of events this fall, visit www.mountvernon.org.

If regular festivals seem too grounded for you, consider attending the 
Shenandoah Valley Hot Air Balloon Festival in Millwood, Virginia, 
from October �0–��. More than 30 balloons will fill the air with colorful 
shapes and bursts of flame. On solid earth, visitors can mill past antique 
cars, fire engines, and wine tasting booths, and kids are sure to love the 
hayrides.

While visiting Loudoun County this fall, be sure to experience some 
of the state’s premier wineries. Just minutes from Waterford, you can 
sit along the Potomac River and sip on fine wines while enjoying deli-
cious food and dazzling entertainment at Tarara Winery. On Saturday, 
November 11, visit Tarara for a fall barrel tasting event. Taste barrel-aged 
wines and vertical flights with the Winemaker in Tarara’s 6,000 square 
foot cave. The event includes hors d’ oeuvres and live music to keep you 
well fed and entertained. Reservations are required, but the event is free 

of charge. The winery also hosts wine tasting events, concerts, and fes-
tivities throughout the season. Visit www.tarara.com for more informa-
tion. Many other Northern Virginia wineries host fall festivals and wine 
tasting events, a full list of offerings can be found at www.virginiawines.
org.

Two of the State’s most popular sporting events are offered in Northern 
Virginia this fall, both of which draw thousands of spectators each year. 
On the third Saturday in October, The Plains, Virginia annually hosts the 
acclaimed International Gold Cup Steeplechase Racing Classic. More 
than 35,000 gather at Great Meadow to enjoy horse racing at its finest. In 
addition to the races, live music, a tailgate competition, breathtaking air 
shows, and demonstrations are offered throughout the day. General ad-
mission is $55, and group tickets are available for tailgating and private 
party tents. Visit www.vagoldcup.com for more information.

On Saturday, October �9, a national sporting tradition continues. The 
31st Marine Corps Marathon attracts around 300,000 civilian and 
military runners from all walks of life, who come to display courage, 
endurance, patriotism, and pride. The race begins and ends at the world 
famous Marine Corp War Memorial in Arlington, Virginia. Along miles 
�� and �3 in Crystal City, Virginia spectators can line the streets of Crys-
tal Drive and enjoy food, music, festivities and fun, all while watching 
the runners stream by. At the conclusion of the race there is a finish 
festival held in Rosslyn, Virginia. A race course description, registration 
information, and festivity details can be found at www.marinemarathon.
com.

There is no shortage of fabulous fall events this year in Northern Vir-
ginia. Take time to attend one, and usher in the fall with a spirit of ad-
venture. S

C O N C I E RG E ’ S  G U I D E

fall into fun
northern Virginia festiVals and fairs 

BY STACY BROOKS
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Go beyond these walls!

The nation’s heritage begins 
and continues with you.

Thomas Jefferson (3rd)
Monticello
Charlottesville,
(434) 984-9822
www.monticello.org

Woodrow Wilson (28th)
Presidential Library 
& Birthplace
Staunton, 
(540) 885-0897
www.woodrowwilson.org

James Monroe (5th)
Ash lawn- 
Highland
Charlottesville,
(434) 293-9539
www.ashlawnhighland.org

John Tyler (10th)
Sherwood
Forest Plantation
Charles City, 
(804) 282-1441
www.sherwoodforest.org

George Washington (1st)
Mount Vernon 
Estates
Mount Vernon, 
(703) 780-2000
www.mountvernon.org

James Madison (4th)
Montpelier
Orange, 
(540) 672-2728
www.montpelier.org

William Henry Harrison (9th)

Berkeley 
Plantation
Charles City, 
(804) 829-6018
www.berkeleyplantation.com

3rd

4th

9th

1st

28th

5th

10th

Come toVirginia & Visit 
Historic Homes of  
7 presidents.
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